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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recognises that climate change, biodiversity loss and overconsumption of natural 

resources are challenges which affect every EU citizen, and that action is needed at every 

level of government to mitigate their effects; believes that it is necessary to ensure 

synergies between cohesion policy and environmental, health and spatial planning policies 

and to improve cooperation among local authorities and regions and at crossborder level, 

as well as in macro-regions, in order to achieve a balance in development encompassing 

urban and peri-urban, forested and rural areas; stresses the potential of sustainable land 

management, and considers that measures governing any change in the intended purpose 

of land, particularly with a view to monocultures and the production of eco-fuels, need to 

be analysed carefully;  

2. Believes that it is particularly important to improve cooperation between national, local 

and regional authorities and local community groups and other stakeholders, in order to 

encourage public-private partnerships for the better application of the EU legislation on 

waste management; recommends adoption of a local development methodology based on 

local partnerships, in particular for projects related to urban, rural and crossborder issues; 

encourages - where needed - the use of European funding to create integrated waste 

management systems; stresses the need to ensure close collaboration with universities, 

researchers, companies and other interested players for the rapid design of innovative 

technologies that increase waste recycling and resource efficiency and improve planning 

to reduce the effects of the extraction of minerals and aggregates, as well as to create 

alternative waste disposal systems that are environment-friendly and comply fully with the 

Waste Framework Directive;  

3. Recommends that an equitable balance be found between the need to combat climate 

change and to halt or mitigate biodiversity loss and the Seventh Environment Action 

Programme, so that the European Union can achieve the EU 2020 targets and avoid 

unnecessary costs resulting from climate change and biodiversity loss; stresses in this 

context the importance of cohesion policy post-2013; also emphasises, with prevention 

policy in mind, the need to see costs as investments for the future and for new jobs and to 

launch information, awareness and other campaigns so as to allow best practice to be 

exchanged at all levels; underlines the need for better use of technical assistance at 

national, regional and local levels in order to increase administrative capacity where 

needed; considers it necessary to efficiently match research and innovation objectives with 

local and regional development needs;  

4. Considers it necessary to improve cooperation among local authorities and regions and at 

crossborder level (particularly in cooperation with third countries) by setting up joint 

action groups, so as to prevent major pollution incidents and other natural or human-made 

disasters and thus avoid long-term effects; urges the Commission to plan legislation for a 

sustainable chemical industry;  
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5. Stresses that the integration of environmental policies must be guaranteed in a visible and 

consistent way in all sectoral policies, an important responsibility which is incumbent on 

local, regional and national authorities; underlines the importance of ensuring the 

involvement of territorial authorities and national representatives in the conception and 

decision-making processes for the design and implementation of policies, in order to 

achieve the EU’s objectives; stresses the importance of the correlation between specific 

features at local and regional level and the strategies required to implement those policies;  

6. Underlines the need for EU financial support at local, regional and national level in order 

to address the complex environmental challenges and risks involved; stresses the need to 

encourage the development of regional, local and crossborder projects/programmes that 

are closely tied to the preservation of biodiversity in the areas concerned, and emphasises 

the importance of involving NGOs, the academic world, and both public and private 

sector in the process of preserving and restoring biodiversity;  

7. Considers that, in order to achieve meaningful results, implementation of the programmes 

at regional and local level must be assured, and the process must be inclusive of all 

interested parties; calls for attention to be paid to the situation of regions and territories 

with special geographical features, such as islands, mountain regions and sparsely 

populated regions; welcomes the Commission’s proposal to strengthen the use of 

Environmental Impact Assessments and Strategic Environmental Impact Assessments in 

local and regional decision-making; 
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