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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Recognises that artisanal coastal fishing, shellfishing and carefully regulated and well-

managed extensive aquaculture are the forms of fishing that are sustainable from a social, 

economic and environmental perspective, and which also constitute a determining factor 

for the socio-economic development of coastal communities; stresses that these forms of 

fishing have a considerable cultural impact and are territorially very diverse, being carried 

out on the mainland, on islands and in the outermost regions; points out that they are 

affected by negative factors such as lack of effective water treatment, human-made and 

natural disasters, competition from large-scale fishing operations, spills, oil slicks, 

excessive growth of seaboard construction, the effects of large projects on coasts, the 

effects of climate change, and the lack of clearly-defined regulatory regimes for 

sustainable local development, and are also vulnerable to changes in local employment 

patterns; 

2. Expresses its concern over the Commission’s proposal to establish transferable fishing 

concessions, as this scheme could lead to fishing rights being concentrated in the hands of 

a small number of operators, resulting in the disappearance of numerous small-scale 

fisheries; 

3. Points out that small-scale fishing not only promotes socio-economic cohesion and 

ensures sustenance for large numbers of families, but also constitutes a factor keeping 

fishing communities in existence in all coastal areas; stresses the importance of pursuing 

an approach to the fisheries sector that takes into account the biological, ecological and 

social levels, with a view to creating a sustainable balance between the state of existing 

resources in the different maritime areas and the protection of the socio-economic fabric 

of coastal communities which are dependent on inshore fishing to ensure jobs and 

prosperity; 

4. Stresses the need to encourage young people to take up careers in fishing and to support 

fishermen through professional training; 

5. Highlights the importance of further research in the field of social, economic and 

territorial cohesion; points to the need for statistics and indicators at European level that 

would provide reliable and sufficiently pertinent socio-economic, scientific and 

environmental data, including broad assessment of fish stocks and catches, in both 

professional and recreational fishing, and requests the provision of sufficient resources to 

achieve this; Believes such data should also reflect the full range of geographical, cultural 

and regional differences; 

6. Regrets the absence of a unanimous definition of artisanal fisheries in the EU, given that 

the existing definition based on vessel size is no longer relevant and is at odds with the 

situation on the ground; proposes, therefore, that the Commission draw up a future 

definition in terms of governance, responding to various criteria such as regional 

characteristics and differences, geomorphology, the technical aspects of fishing, and the 
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social, scientific, biological and environmental aspects; 

7. Emphasises that, given the precarious situation and decline of some coastal communities 

that depend on fishing, as well as the lack of alternatives for economic diversification, the 

existing instruments, funds and mechanisms should be reinforced in order to ensure 

cohesion in terms of employment and ecological sustainability; believes there should be 

specific acknowledgment of this in the new Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and MFF 

framework; also emphasises the need to focus on greater co-management and involvement 

of the artisanal fishing sector in decision-making, by promoting local and regional 

strategies and crossborder cooperation in this field, encompassing development, research 

and training projects, with the appropriate EMFF, ESF and ERDF funding; in this regard, 

calls on the Commission to explore the possibility of creating a new Regional Advisory 

Council; 

8. Emphasises the great and unexploited potential of environmentally sustainable 

aquaculture in terms of creating a basis for SMEs in the areas of production and 

processing, as well as employment opportunities in both coastal and inland regions; 

9. Calls for the simplification of the procedures for approving EU funding, in particular by 

introducing a schedule of one-off costs for repayment and global grants to certain 

professional bodies; 

10. Stresses that the EU fleet needs to be adjusted, but not at the expense of the artisanal fleet, 

because such a situation would be damaging to coastal areas in social, economic and 

cultural terms; considers that the basis for action should, on the contrary, be an ecosystem 

approach, in which specific management decisions relating to the artisanal fleet would be 

taken at regional level, always respecting the principle of subsidiarity; the resulting 

differentiated fishing system would give priority to access to resources and protect inshore 

artisanal fleets while ensuring the involvement of local fishing communities; 

11. Calls on the Commission, therefore, to ensure that the future European Maritime and 

Fisheries Fund includes sufficient funding for artisanal fishing, shellfishing, shellfish 

farming, sustainable extensive aquaculture and equipment renewal and modernisation, as 

well as establishing specific simpler programmes to support sustainable small-scale 

fishing, geared to coastal and island communities that depend mainly on fishing, and that 

marketing and promotion programmes for this food source in the local communities are 

established, giving priority access to these resources to those who fish and shellfish in the 

most environmentally and socially sustainable manner; 

12. Proposes the creation of a European label rewarding small-scale fishing products obtained 

in accordance with the principles of the common fisheries policy (CFP), in order to 

encourage best practice; 

13. Points out that, unlike the industrial fleet, the selective artisanal fleet promotes increased 

employment amongst European citizens, represents greater sustainability, and fosters 

other maritime activities in local coastal communities; 

14. Calls for full regionalisation of the definition of small-scale and artisanal fisheries; 
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