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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Believes that the reformed Common Fisheries Policy, taking an even-handed approach 

aimed at mutual reinforcement, must focus on the environmental, social, economic and 

cultural pillars of fisheries, given the need to take preventive measures regarding 

environmental protection in order to encourage sustainable development compatible with 

the principle of subsidiarity and with the smart, sustainable and inclusive growth called 

for by Europe 2020; maintains that the reformed policy must be coordinated more closely 

with other European policies such as cohesion policy, environmental policy, agricultural 

policy and external policy, and that future international sustainable fisheries agreements 

must be consistent with it; points out to this end the importance of tools such as the 

integrated maritime policy or the macro-regional approach which can offer closer 

integration; 

2. Stresses that this reform could do much to make fishing sustainable by preserving 

ecosystems, supplying high-quality healthy fishery products, and promoting prosperity in 

coastal regions, profitable production and processing industries, and more attractive and 

safer jobs; 

3. Believes that regional and local authorities should be involved in the negotiation of 

fisheries agreements with third countries; 

4. Suggests that fisheries need to be managed on the basis of differentiated marine 

biogeographical regions and in keeping with their characteristics, by applying an 

ecosystem approach, since this is essential in order to make fisheries sustainable while 

providing for equal opportunities within the limits of the resources available; 

5. Maintains that, following on from the Commission’s guidelines on the principles of 

regionalisation and subsidiarity, and taking into account the differences within each 

marine biogeographical region, a regional advisory council should be established for the 

outermost regions; 

6. Points out the importance of efficient maritime spatial planning for the sustainable 

management of fisheries resources in the context of the spatial claims on the marine and 

coastal environment of other sectors, such as wind farms, biodiversity protection, 

aquaculture, ports, maritime transport, tourism, defence and extractive industries; 

7. Stresses that meaningful decentralisation has to be based on long-term management plans 

with the potential to adapt to regional specificities and the active participation of all 

relevant stakeholders in local and regional co-management, while respecting the fact that 

the overarching fisheries management objectives of the CFP fall within the competence of 

Parliament and the Council; 

8. Calls for greater regionalisation in fisheries management, having regard to the principle of 

subsidiarity; also calls for greater dialogue to be encouraged among the various entities 
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involved in the sector, both upstream and downstream, with particular regard to 

responsibility for cooperating across regions, the international level included, by 

providing incentives and support for the establishment of international clusters; believes 

that the Regional Advisory Councils (RACs) must assume greater responsibility in 

implementing the common fisheries policy; proposes that the RACs be consulted 

upstream by the Commission within the framework of the implementation of the common 

fisheries policy and the management plans; 

9. Notes that the outermost regions, which are affected by a whole range of structural 

constraints that are fully recognised in the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 

Union and apply permanently, require environmentally, economically and socially 

sustainable measures to minimise their disadvantages compared to regions in mainland 

Europe, specifically as regards the additional costs incurred in selling their fishery 

products and, in particular, the costs of transporting them to mainland Europe; 

10. Believes that fisheries management should be based on scientific recommendations and 

expert advice, making use of partnerships between the research field and stakeholders 

such as the fisheries sector, and calls for reinforced regional data collection programmes 

and national research programmes providing for regional coordination among Member 

States; believes that Member States should be encouraged to support research projects that 

could facilitate the realisation of such regional or national programmes, and that the 

regions should be more closely involved in the implementation of fisheries agreements 

with third countries seeking to ensure the sustainable use of resources; 

11. Points to the need to move gradually towards maximum sustainable yield (MSY) as the 

principle for fisheries management, supported by monitored scientific quality assessments 

providing a rationale for the appropriate management options; recognises that, in order to 

achieve MSY, it is essential to pursue the objective of adjusting fishing effort according to 

the resources situation and to restructure the sector and guarantee its sustainability; this 

implies the need for a policy of continuing structural support for the fisheries sector; 

12. Reiterates that all development in marine and coastal areas must respect environmental 

legislation such as the marine strategy framework directive and the biodiversity protection 

directives, as sound environmental status should be a precondition for all activities in 

marine and coastal regions; 

13. Points to the importance of the multifunctionality of fisheries for coastal regions; stresses 

the need for specific measures for certain regions, such as the island regions and 

outermost regions; underlines the importance of adapting restrictive measures in 

accordance with the state of fish stocks, of support for sustainable fishing such as small-

scale fishing fleets where stocks are not threatened, and of promoting extensive and 

sustainable aquaculture, in view of the support this entails for SMEs in the sector, among 

other factors; advocates measures to restructure the labour market, support measures for 

vocational training, retraining, and diversification, young people’s access to careers in 

fishing, the renewal and modernisation of fishing vessels, and incentives for producer and 

interbranch organisations; 

14. Points out that some European territories do not share the sea basins of the European 

continent; believes, therefore, that the outermost regions should be grouped together and 
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represented on an advisory committee created specifically for this purpose, and that 

restrictive measures under the common fisheries policy need to be adapted to the actual 

state of fish stocks in those regions; insists that for this to be possible the European 

Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) must be able to finance data collection programmes 

on the status of stocks; believes that regional and local authorities must be involved in the 

negotiation of sustainable fisheries agreements with third countries; 

15. Maintains, therefore, that a financial instrument to support the sector must remain in place 

and continue to be based on the principle of intensifying aid for measures cofinanced in 

the outermost regions, thereby helping preserve the specific arrangements designed to 

offset the additional costs incurred in fishing activities and in selling the products thereof, 

taking into account the structural constraints affecting the fisheries sector in the outermost 

regions; 

16. Is concerned over the Commission’s proposal to establish transferable fishing 

concessions, as this scheme could lead to fishing rights being concentrated in the hands of 

a small number of operators and thus result in the disappearance of numerous small-scale 

fisheries; 

17. Stresses that the transferable quota system could lead to a scenario of injustice in certain 

regions, favouring those with more resources for acquiring rights; considers that it is 

important not to weaken small-scale fishing or fishing in sensitive regions, as the 

economic, social and biological sustainability of the coastal areas concerned would 

otherwise be jeopardised, particularly in regions where fishing is the main activity and 

there is great dependence on the sector; 

18. Points again to the need, in certain regions, to continue improving working and safety 

conditions by improving, renovating and modernising the fishing fleet, this being also a 

sine qua non for attracting young people into fishing; 

19. Emphasises the importance of the EMFF for implementing the reformed policy and for the 

balanced and inclusive territorial development of fishing areas, and stresses that its 

funding must be commensurate with the Europe 2020 strategy and the common strategic 

framework, while taking account of the specific territorial objectives; 

20. Emphasises, in particular, the importance of synergies between the European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF), the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 

(ENPI) and the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) for planning in coastal areas; believes that 

macro-regional strategies, European Territorial Cooperation programmes and sea basin 

programmes are relevant tools for implementing integrated development strategies for the 

EU’s coastal territories; 

21. Emphasises that the sustainability and viability of the sector constitute the key element of 

this reform, which is dovetailed into the Europe 2020 goals; believes that more efficient 

use of resources is vital in order to secure growth and employment in the EU, thus helping 

to make the fisheries sector robust and sustainable, reduce food insecurity, and enhance 

the quality of life for this generation and those to come; 

22. Points again to the need to adjust the present system for accessing waters, paying 
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particular attention to regions in sea basins with few fishery resources, so as to ensure 

their sustainability and contribute to the social and economic sustainability of fishing 

communities that are unable to operate outside their exclusive economic zone; 
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