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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Considers that fiscal consolidation must be balanced with the investments needed to 

pursue the aims of the Treaties, on the one hand, and to offset the negative effects of the 

crisis, on the other; 

2. Notes that in these difficult times for the European economy, the Member States and EU 

institutions need to consider jointly how to formulate an ‘Agenda for Growth’ and to lend 

greater meaning and credibility to the policy on budget consolidation; considers that, in 

this context, mobilising EU instruments, be it the structural funds or the possibilities 

offered by the European Investment Bank, can make a significant contribution to meeting 

that objective;  

3. Stresses that Cohesion Policy has long proved its added value as a necessary investment 

tool to deliver growth and job creation effectively by accurately addressing the investment 

needs of the regions, thus contributing not only to the reduction of the disparities between 

them, but also to the economic recovery and to the development of the Union as a whole; 

4. Notes with concern that the acceleration of the implementation of most programmes under 

heading 1b led at the end of 2011 to a considerable payment backlog, which will have to 

be addressed through the availability of sufficient payment appropriations in 2012; 

5.  Is also concerned that these shortfalls are likely to worsen in 2013, whilst implementation 

under heading 1b is expected to accelerate further; calls on the Council and the 

Commission to immediately analyse and assess, along with Parliament, the figures and 

requirements in order not to jeopardise implementation for 2013; points out that a lack of 

payment appropriations could put in danger currently well-functioning programmes and 

could limit attainment of the objectives of those programmes;  

6. Also calls on the Council and the Commission to carefully evaluate the real needs in terms 

of payments for 2013 under heading 1b, not to make any cuts which are unrealistic or not 

sufficiently justified and not to take decisions that are at odds with forecasts provided by 

Member States themselves and used as a basis for the Commission’s draft budget; stresses 

in this regard that it will oppose any possible decrease in the level of payments as 

compared to the needs estimated by the Commission on that basis. 
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