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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that a bioeconomy, which has to be based on a coherent interdisciplinary, 
cross-sectoral approach within the EU, is a key element for smart green growth in Europe 
and stresses that regional development policy has a central role in the implementation of 
the Europe 2020 strategy; notes that, out of the eleven regional policy objectives, seven 
relate directly or indirectly to the bioeconomy; points out that regional development 
policy is now a more potent means than ever of supporting smart, sustainable, and 
inclusive growth, given its strong thematic concentration; points out that the bioeconomy 
is having a significant impact on the regions and is promoting economic growth and 
creating jobs;

2. Maintains that, in the bioeconomy strategy and policy and in bioeconomy-related 
regulations and incentives, the guidelines and the degree of concentration need to be more 
clear cut; points to the need to improve coordination, create synergies and complementary 
links with the various policies and funds (Structural Funds, CAP, CFP, RES Directive, 
Waste Framework Directive and Horizon 2020) and open up possibilities for cross-
funding; also points out that the transition to a bioeconomy is a lengthy process that will 
require legislative perseverance and strategies and investment extending over a long time-
span in order to create a stable investment climate for the bioeconomy and an equal level 
playing field;

3. Stresses that a robust policy framework should be in place to fully exploit the potential of 
the bioeconomy and to facilitate the transition from a fossilbased economy to a bio-based 
economy, which should make best use of local and regional resources and capacities;

4. Points out that Europe’s outermost regions enjoy exceptional biodiversity and unique 
climates and geomorphological features; stresses that these regions therefore hold 
enormous potential for bioeconomy research and innovation and can play a pivotal role in 
nurturing ‘green’ growth at European level;

5. Stresses the importance of creating a Bioeconomy Observatory and Panel of Experts; 
insists that regular stakeholder conferences be organised for the main public and private 
sector stakeholders at national, regional and European level; calls for a roadmap to be 
drawn up which ensures the effective monitoring of bioeconomy initiatives and the 
smooth coordination of instruments and under which tangible way markers are set and 
progress reports published and forwarded to Parliament;

6. Points out that regional and local economies have a central role to play in achieving smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth; maintains that the regions themselves have the 
knowledge and know-how necessary to mobilise actors according to their specific 
characteristics and embark on the transition to a bio-society and a post-oil economy, 
employing research and innovation as drivers of change; reiterates that it is vital to 
integrate and better coordinate innovation and sustainability plans at regional, national and 
European level; urges the regions and regional authorities, therefore, to become more 
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actively involved in developing strong regional bioeconomy and research and innovation 
strategies that take each region’s profile into account and are aimed at smart 
specialisation; calls on the Commission to support European regional bio-based clusters 
and interregional cooperation and considers that solid growth in this area can only be 
achieved through substantial public and private investment; welcomes the proposal to 
establish public-private partnership (PPP) schemes for the bioeconomy sector;

7. Considers that the social and solidarity economy, which builds on people’s active 
involvement, common ownership and solidarity, should be allowed to play an important 
role in shaping and implementing bioeconomy strategies on the regional level;

8. Points to the importance of supporting and strengthening local and regional initiatives by 
implementing bioeconomy strategies at every level of cooperation; points out that bottom-
up approaches are essential in order to tap the potential of all regions; stresses the crucial 
role of small and medium-sized enterprises in the bioeconomy and maintains that it is vital 
to provide SMEs with funding opportunities tailored to the local level; reiterates the need 
to foster research and innovation strategies aimed at smart specialisation by promoting 
funding instruments, and especially the networking and information-exchange possibilities 
they offer;

9. Maintains that one of the bioeconomy’s guiding principles is to enhance resource 
efficiency and reduce dependence on imported raw materials and energy and non-
renewable natural resources; points to the importance of the forest sector and other bio-
based industry and maintains that carbon-neutral renewable natural resources and raw 
materials, such as wood and wood fibre, can replace non-renewable fossil raw materials; 
points out that the bioeconomy industry produces many high added-value products, such 
as chemicals, medicines, plastics and other innovative new materials and that it creates 
jobs; highlights the potential of biotechnologies based on marine resources;

10. Stresses that the bioeconomy needs first-rate know-how and a skilled workforce; 
maintains that provision for vocational training and higher education needs to be made in 
the regions, taking into account their specific characteristics; points out that wide-ranging 
education and training systems in the regions also foster sustainable business expansion; 
maintains that a high standard of know-how in the bioeconomy sector constitutes an asset 
for Europe when competing at global level and that this will enable Europe to be the 
leader in the field of bioeconomy; points out to the importance of enhanced cross-border 
mobility of researchers, with a view to the exchange of good practices and knowledge 
transfer in the field of the bioeconomy;

11. Believes that, in order for an efficient and sustainable bioeconomy to be developed, all 
types of infrastructure will need to be continually modernised, and that rural areas should 
not be excluded from that modernisation;

12. Considers it important to invest in bioeconomy supply chains, so as to guarantee the 
availability of raw materials; maintains that bioeconomy strategies should encourage not 
only more efficient use of household and municipal waste, but also the recovery of 
agricultural and forestry by-product streams and residues; calls for better and enabling 
legislation providing legal certainty and strong support for sustainable use of bioeconomy 
resources and the exploitation of raw materials and for policy to be based, in every 
respect, on a flexible long-term approach that promotes investments;
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13. Points to the need for specific targets to increase the proportion of renewable natural 
resources used in the production and consumption of goods; calls on the Commission to 
propose practical measures of regionally comprehensive scope to promote the production 
and consumption of bioeconomy products at regional level;

14. Notes that it is important for consumers to be made aware of the content of the 
bioeconomy and, hence, considers that they should be informed of the advantages and 
better consumption choices it offers; considers that steps should be taken to promote the 
bioeconomy by raising consumer awareness of food safety, conservation and the other 
challenges to society, e.g. climate change and dependence on non-renewable resources; 
calls, therefore, for studies to be conducted into consumption patterns in the EU and for 
scientifically based approaches to be devised with a view to informing consumers about 
product characteristics and promoting a sustainable lifestyle.
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