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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Highlights the role of sea-basin strategies in fostering balanced, integrated regional 

development, as well as economic, territorial and social cohesion, revitalising the 

European economy, encouraging inclusive blue growth, creating jobs and protecting the 

marine and coastal biodiversity; calls for such strategies, linked to current and future 

macro-regional strategies, to be effectively rolled out and for appropriate financial and 

administrative resources to be targeted on their implementation and on making funding 

available under EU programmes such as the European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF), Horizon 2020, the Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs 

(COSME) and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF); 

2. Takes the view that the role played by the regions in drawing up Union strategies needs to 

be strengthened in order to develop a solid and sustainable blue economy; 

3. Calls for a focus on leveraging synergies across EU policies and instruments to support 

and develop regional and cross-border maritime clusters; welcomes initiatives at Member 

State and regional level, such as Ireland’s INFOMAR programme; stresses the need for 

multi-level governance and thorough public participation in decision making; considers 

the maritime transport of goods to be an alternative to long-distance road transport, and 

calls for maritime routes to be developed, particularly in the Atlantic arc and the 

Mediterranean basin; 

4. Stresses the need for legal certainty for all stakeholders to invest in maritime areas, and 

supports fresh incentives to boost the exploitation of Member States’ exclusive economic 

zones; calls on the Commission, the Member States and the regions to agree on clear, 

uniform, transparent and practical maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal zone 

management plans that will ensure that the many different uses and activities in these 

zones are carried on in a sustainable manner; 

5. Notes the potential for offshore wind, tidal, wave and ocean thermal energy, as well as the 

conventional offshore energy sector, to generate sustainable jobs in coastal regions, reduce 

emissions and contribute to the EU’s medium and long-term energy targets; highlights the 

fact that significant investment in redeveloping grid connections and in transmission 

capacity will be required to exploit this potential; 

6. Stresses that the fisheries sector is an integral part of blue growth and that employment in 

sustainable fisheries should be considered a priority, particularly given the EU’s 

increasing dependence on imports of fisheries and aquaculture products from non-EU 

countries; 

7. Underlines the role of artisanal, small-scale fishing and sustainable aquaculture in 

promoting regional development in coastal areas and in lake and waterway areas; notes 

that 90 % of aquaculture businesses in the EU are SMEs, providing 80 000 jobs, and 

highlights the great potential for green job development in other marine-related activities; 
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calls, in that context, for innovative, sustainable methods to be supported, via the EMFF, 

to promote the development of fisheries, marine biology and aquaculture, particularly in 

deep water alongside offshore wind farms; 

8. Recognises that blue biotechnology offers an enormous potential for tackling global 

societal challenges, such as protecting the environment, including the marine 

environment, food problems, halting biodiversity loss and the fight against climate change 

and its consequences; calls for synergies between regional and innovation policies in order 

to develop research infrastructure to harness this sector; 

9. Calls for tourism to be promoted and sustained as a driver for growth and jobs in coastal 

areas; takes the view that a healthy environment is fundamental to any form of tourism in 

coastal regions and that every effort must therefore be made to protect it; highlights the 

need to provide sustainable infrastructure for the development of new forms of tourism, in 

particular tourism sectors with high growth potential, such as eco-agro- fishing tourism 

and sustainable water sports; welcomes initiatives to promote crossborder tourism 

strategies on a sea-basin basis; 

10. Takes the view that the outermost regions and the Overseas Countries and Territories 

enjoy a privileged geostrategic position, forming the European Union’s borders with the 

world, and believes that they should be involved in the strategic definition of blue 

economy activities; notes also the recent discoveries of rare earth materials and 

hydrocarbons in these regions; stresses the need to encourage the exploitation of these 

new resources in the most sustainable way possible; calls for pilot projects to be set up to 

monitor such innovative and sustainable exploration and exploitation techniques; stresses 

the need to improve these regions’ integration in the single market, taking into account 

their special characteristics in accordance with Article 349 TFEU, in order for the entire 

European Union to benefit from their assets; 

11. Points out that the outermost regions could serve as natural laboratories for research and 

development activities related to renewable energies and the maritime economy; draws 

attention to the importance of the tourism sector for these regions and to the possibility of 

setting up logistics platforms to facilitate the transport of goods between Europe and the 

other global economies; highlights the strategic importance of maritime transport and 

links between the outermost regions and other areas on the mainland; 

12. Highlights the added value of the European Strategy for the Atlantic in terms of maritime 

spatial planning, accessibility of territories and the competitiveness of maritime industries, 

and calls on the Commission, the Member States and the regional authorities to let its 

methodology guide them in making the best use of coastal areas and their hinterland. 
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