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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Underlines the broad dimension of the eco-innovation concept, given that it is defined as 

any form of innovation aiming at progress towards the goal of sustainable development, 

through reducing impacts on the environment or achieving a more efficient and 

responsible use of resources; 

2.  Supports the Commission’s Europe 2020 strategy flagship initiative, aimed at making the 

change as of now towards a sustainable economy; stresses, furthermore, that targeted 

investment for the ecological transformation of the EU’s regions is a very useful 

instrument for achieving the strategic objectives of regional convergence and territorial 

cohesion; 

3.  Highlights the untapped environmental-benefit potential of eco-innovation, given that it is 

expected to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions through, inter alia, increased use of 

recycled and renewable materials and production of quality products with less impact on 

the environment and the facilitating of more environmentally friendly production 

processes and services; points to the benefits for fiscal policies when the potentials of eco-

innovation are exploited to the full and efficiency gains can be realised not least in 

budgetary terms; stresses the need to target actions on bottlenecks and barriers in the way 

of the commercialisation of eco-innovation, and the internationalisation of these products 

and services; 

4. Considers that all eco-innovation should contribute to sustainable regional growth and to 

the fulfilment of the Union’s environmental goals; 

5.  Stresses that eco-innovation should benefit from the emerging EU financial instruments 

and vehicles of the Innovation Union and Resource-Efficient Europe Flagships, as well as 

the post-2013 Cohesion Policy and Horizon 2020; underlines the need to mainstreaming 

the eco-innovation concept in all policy areas; 

6. Stresses that, although current priority areas for the Eco-Innovation 2012 Call are limited 

to a number of focus areas, the eco-innovation initiative is a cross-cutting programme that 

supports eco-innovative projects in different sectors; reiterates therefore that all sectors 

and business activities should be eligible for funding; 

7.  Points out that the future cohesion policy includes a smart specialisation strategy as an ex-

ante conditionality for EU regions and encourages the regions to launch awareness-raising 

campaigns aimed at all target groups with a view to integrating eco-innovation into 

regional and national smart specialisation strategies; 

8. Considers eco-innovation to be fully in line with the research and innovation and climate 

and environmental investment priorities in the coming structural fund programming 

period; 
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9.  Stresses that, while eco-industries today provide 3.4 million jobs and an estimated annual 

turnover of EUR 319 billion, the potential for creating regional growth, employment 

opportunities and environmental benefits remains largely untapped, and recalls, in this 

connection, that the cost of inaction will be high; 

10. Underlines the importance of local and regional ownership through the active involvement 

of public and private actors and civil society in policies and actions supporting eco-

innovation; 

11. Recommends promoting the creative and innovative potential of young people to 

contribute to sustainable development, and improving their access to funding. 
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