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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Employment and Social 

Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 

for a resolution: 

1. Stresses that the cohesion policy for the 2014-2020 period is an important and effective 

instrument for creating smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and achieving the 

Europe 2020 targets while supporting, through a wide range of measures and innovative 

financial instruments, the start-up and development of small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs), including micro-enterprises, as one of the main job creators in the EU; 

2. Asks Member States and regions to put effective information and support systems in place 

so as to enable micro-enterprises and SMEs to benefit from EU funding, and also to adopt 

ambitious measures as part of the joint risk-sharing mechanism by blending EU budgetary 

resources, i.e. from COSME, Horizon 2020 and the European Structural and Investment 

(ESI) Funds; notes, furthermore, that the economic and financial crisis has made it hard 

for micro-enterprises and SMEs to obtain bank loans, and emphasises, therefore, the role 

of financial instruments as a new means of supporting SMEs in the 2014-2020 

programming period; 

3. Stresses the possibilities for micro-enterprises and SMEs to gain access to finance through 

innovative financial instruments and innovative schemes provided by the ESI Funds and 

points out the need to increase the scope and guarantee the legal clarity of these 

instruments, including flexible micro-financing instruments, and to share best practices, 

given that difficulties in accessing finance are one of the main obstacles standing in the 

way of the growth of micro-enterprises and SMEs; recalls that the role of financial 

instruments could be strengthened to guarantee revolving funds, foster public-private 

partnerships and achieve a multiplier effect with the EU budget; welcomes, in this 

connection, the extension of the scope of financial instruments to include all thematic 

objectives and all ESI Funds in the 2014-2020 programming period; 

4. States that it is of the utmost importance for the EU’s social cohesion to tackle the high 

unemployment rates, in particular among young people and other vulnerable groups, in 

the EU by boosting regional competitiveness and employment and fostering an 

entrepreneurial spirit; calls, therefore, on the Member States to use the ESI Funds to focus 

on creating sustainable jobs and business opportunities by providing a hospitable 

environment and the right regulatory framework for micro-, small and medium-sized 

enterprises, businesses and start-ups; 

5. Notes that the ESI Funds provide support for authorities and stakeholders at the local, 

regional and national levels to foster, inter alia, work-based learning, research, 

development and innovation and to improve the competitiveness of micro-enterprises 

(especially one-person businesses) and SMEs, through cooperation with science and 

research facilities, thereby helping to tackle the current economic and social challenges, in 

particular the high unemployment rate; 

6. Stresses that efforts to support growth, innovation and job creation in a sustainable 

economy should guarantee health and safety standards and ensure a balance between 
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economic, social and environmental requirements, while supporting, inter alia, smart 

specialisation, respecting the ecosystem and leading to adequately paid, quality jobs in all 

regions of the EU; underlines, in this connection, the important role to be played by 

businesses and the education sector through cross-border projects, cooperation between 

universities and other high-quality educational institutions and the creation of innovative 

‘clusters’; calls for local and regional funding programmes for apprenticeship training to 

be facilitated; 

7. Points out that the ESI Funds have an important role to play in supporting employment 

and concrete projects aimed at enhancing entrepreneurial, enterprise and creative skills, 

including those of young people; underlines the need for all Member States and regions to 

make full use of this opportunity in order to tackle youth unemployment; stresses that, 

through the ESI Funds, local and regional authorities should pay particular attention to 

promoting entrepreneurship at local and regional level, including a focus on start-ups by 

young people; 

8. Points out that the provisions of the regulations for the 2014-2020 cohesion policy period 

aim to reduce the administrative burden on micro-enterprises and SMEs, particularly as 

regards the activation of unemployed people, thereby contributing to better conditions for 

job creation; calls on the Member States to do away with the obstacles standing in the way 

of better implementation of the ESI Funds for the benefit of micro-enterprises and SMEs. 
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