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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Believes that the answer to the current migratory challenge should be a common European 
migration and asylum policy with a holistic and integrated approach that addresses key 
issues, such as international protection of refugees, combating human trafficking networks 
and regulating migration; stresses, furthermore, that an appropriate multilevel system for 
cooperation between the EU, the Member States and regional and local authorities needs 
to be set up, including coordination with, and the involvement of, all stakeholders and 
focusing on cross-border cooperation between Member States and third countries, 
especially those of origin and transit;

2. Is of the opinion that a common European migration and asylum policy should distinguish 
between refugees and economic migrants; draws attention to the precarious situation of 
migrants in general and of refugees escaping war and persecution, which requires a 
dignified and human response that rejects xenophobic tendencies and, where occurring, 
manipulation of the issue of migratory crisis; highlights that Article 80 of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) states that the policies of the Union shall 
be governed by the principle of solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility, including its 
financial implications, between the Member States; underlines the necessity of a 
European-level response and a joint effort by all Member States; recalls that Member 
States should take their share of the responsibility, as stipulated in Article 80 TFEU;

3. Emphasises that migration is a pressing, global and deeply human phenomenon which 
could also be an opportunity for the EU to enhance economic and social development in 
the context of the economic crisis and the demographic challenges the Union is facing; 
urges the Commission and the Member States, in collaboration with regional and local 
authorities, to be efficient in their administration of matters pertaining to migration, 
including the involvement of all stakeholders, such as civil society, and to put into 
practice, and promote, a set of sustainable, effective and targeted measures to facilitate the 
settlement and integration of migrants, especially with regard to education, training, 
access to the labour market, social services and housing;

4. Recalls that migrants tend to arrive and often – despite the efforts of the authorities to 
promote even distribution – tend to settle in urban areas; stresses that the settlement of 
migrants should not be confined to urban areas only and calls for a fair distribution of 
migrants within and among Member States; recognises the important role of cities in the 
short, medium and long term with regard to the reception, accommodation and integration 
of migrants, and invites the Commission and the Member States to make the fight against 
urban poverty one of their priorities;

5. Welcomes the Luxemburg EU Council Presidency’s conclusions of 27 November 2015 on 
the occasion of the Informal Ministerial Meeting on Territorial Cohesion and Urban 
Policy which ‘consider providing cities and municipalities with adequate support to deal 
with the refugee situation, in particular by mobilising [...] the European Structural and 
Investment Funds (ESI Funds) dedicated to sustainable urban development and [by] 
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accommodating the issue of migration and refugees within the EU Urban Agenda’;

6. Recalls that for the 2014-2020 programming period, in addition to the European Social 
Fund (ESF), the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is also contributing to the 
thematic objective of promoting social inclusion and combating poverty and 
discrimination, while implementing measures for the integration of migrants – such as 
investments in social, health, education, housing (including water) and childcare 
infrastructure –, for deprived urban areas and business start-ups – such as coaching, 
language learning and training –, and anti-discrimination measures; calls for greater 
coordination of the use of all EU funds allotted to integration policies;

7. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to be flexible in using existing 
programmes to address the current additional challenges for cohesion policy; notes the 
Commission’s flexibility in examining the proposals of each Member State within the 
current operational programmes and appreciates its willingness to evaluate and rapidly 
approve amendments to these programmes, thus helping the Member States to adapt to the 
new circumstances by means of investments necessary to each Member State; urges the 
Member States accordingly to take advantage of the funding available through the ESI 
Funds and to include appropriate measures relating to the European Agenda on Migration 
among the proposals for the MFF mid-term review, which has to take place by the end of 
2016, while recalling the primary role of cohesion policy as an investment tool promoting 
growth and jobs across Europe and reducing regional disparities between the levels of 
development of various regions;

8. Is of the opinion that the ESI Funds, in synergy with the Asylum, Migration and 
Integration Fund (AMIF), are useful tools for addressing the scale of the migratory 
challenges in areas such as accommodation, relocation, linguistic and vocational skills 
training, the pathway to integration and issues relating to poverty and social exclusion; 
calls, therefore, on the Member States to increase their efforts to build up the capacities of 
their administration and institutions; emphasises that – within the overall framework of 
the cohesion policy – the precise reallocation of the amounts from ESI Funds to migration 
issues should be within the remit of the Member States and regions according to their 
particular needs;

9. Invites the Commission to develop an approach to migration similar to that of the macro-
regional strategy; emphasises that such an integrated and comprehensive approach should 
be based on INTERREG and include specific targets, and should also make use of 
instruments such as Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI) and Community-Led Local 
Development (CLLD); recalls that the objective of territorial cooperation in the context of 
cohesion policy allows the various actors to find common solutions, including with third 
countries; in this framework, recalls the importance of strengthening the capacities of civil 
society, including volunteers, and the cooperation between civil society and local actors, 
as well as supporting and developing entrepreneurship as a vehicle for growth, social 
inclusion and employment;

10. Invites the Commission, within the rules of the current Stability and Growth Pact, in case 
of application of Article 23(11) when analysing the social and economic circumstances of 
the Member States concerned on the basis outlined by Annex III of the Common 
Provisions Regulation 1303/2013, to take into consideration the additional exceptional 
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public expenditure incurred by Member States, due to an unprecedented influx of 
refugees;

11. Considers that cross-border cooperation is key to addressing migration flows; recalls the 
important contribution of European territorial cooperation programmes and the experience 
gained in their implementation, which also provides a good basis for cooperation between 
authorities of different Member States and third parties; stresses, furthermore, that the EU 
and its Member States should also move beyond emergency or crisis responses, and 
pursue foreign and development policies that address the persistent structural issues which 
lead to massive flows of migrants;

12. Highlights the need to effectively tackle criminal networks of smugglers and traffickers; 
believes that efforts have to be made to promote an efficient EU border policy and create 
safe and legal entry for refugees that allows lives to be saved and guarantees security and 
safety, and, while recognising it as an element of migration policy, encourages policies 
and measures for the return of irregular migrants, the whole process of which should be 
carried out in cooperation with the countries of origin and transit;

13. Highlights the important role that social economy enterprises play in including and 
welcoming immigrants both socially and economically; calls on the Commission to set up 
a platform for cooperation and dialogue on migration issues in order to collect examples 
of good practices of regions and cities on how to respond to the present migratory crisis, 
and ensure dissemination of these practices.
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