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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Since the adoption of Regulation 994/2010 the EU has made progress in integrating the 
internal gas market, paving the way for new solutions to be introduced for securing supply 
within the common market. However, experience has shown that the impact of cyclical gas 
crises affecting Europe goes beyond individual Member States and has repercussions for the 
whole of the EU right along the supply chain. Despite this, the level of cooperation between 
Member States has often proved insufficient.

Current rules only provide a minimum level of protection for national gas markets, 
safeguarding Member States against events of a technical nature or resulting from demand-
side shocks, but do not in any way address the main regional problem, i.e. political risk.

In addition, the political tensions which Russia has caused in relations with Ukraine have 
necessitated a change in the way the security of gas supply in the EU is viewed. The resulting 
ongoing uncertainty over gas supplies is forcing us to take measures to assess the current level 
of security of EU gas supply and the possibilities for improving it.

I therefore welcome the new approach to the issue of ensuring security of supply and the 
proposals to introduce new, enhanced mechanisms for cooperation between Member States. 
Particularly worth noting are the proposals regarding the application of the solidarity principle 
and the strengthening of risk assessments and national and regional planning.

I am convinced that establishing regional groups within the EU will help to strengthen 
cooperation and solidarity between Member States and improve the security of gas supply to 
the EU, as well as enhancing the effectiveness of the Regulation itself.

The bottom-up, non-compulsory approach to regional cooperation applied thus far has proved 
ineffective in practice. There are still serious limitations in cooperation between Member 
States relating to the lack of possibilities for cooperation at transnational level. Proposing 
transparent criteria for defining regions and specific cooperation mechanisms will certainly 
diversify supply sources and routes, which is key in the event of an emergency.

A regional approach is also important in view of the need for the impact of potential crisis 
situations in the various EU countries to be evenly distributed. A major disruption in gas 
supplies from the east has a significant impact throughout the EU but the burden of the crisis 
is unevenly distributed.

Strengthening regional coordination, however, supported by uniform standards relating to 
supply and infrastructure laid down at EU level, will, in the event of a gas shortage, give the 
Member States real tools with which to manage the impact of a crisis caused by disruptions in 
the supply system or exceptionally high demand.

Improving the regions’ resilience to supply disruptions stemming from political action will 
strengthen the resilience of the EU as a whole to disruptions in the supply of natural gas, 
while extending regional cooperation and using crisis response mechanisms based on jointly 
prepared risk assessments will give the Member States the tools with which to prepare for any 
gas shortage.
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I would also highlight the inclusion of the solidarity principle through the introduction of a 
mechanism guaranteeing priority supply to households, heating installations and essential 
social services (e.g. hospitals and schools) in Member States facing a gas supply crisis, even 
at the cost of reducing gas consumption in another country’s market.

I believe we will be able to come up with mechanisms guaranteeing the ability to deliver the 
required amount of natural gas to Member States which have declared an emergency.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to take into account the following amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) Natural gas (gas) remains an 
essential component of the energy supply 
of the Union. A large proportion of such 
gas is imported into the Union from third 
countries.

(1) Natural gas (gas) is an essential 
component of the energy supply of the 
Union in the transitional phase towards 
an ever increasing share of energy 
generated by renewable sources. A large 
proportion of such gas is imported into the 
Union from third countries. Therefore, the 
gas supply security has to be addressed at 
Union level as a joint solution that will 
bring more effective safeguards without 
undermining the internal energy market 
and without having adverse effects on 
other countries. The present political 
climate related to certain third countries, 
however, provides no guarantee for the 
reliability and continuity of supplies nor 
for the energy security of the Union and 
its Member States, therefore 
diversification from third countries and 
interconnections between Member States 
need to be enhanced.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) A major disruption of the gas 
supply can affect all Member States, the 
Union as a whole and Contracting Parties 
to the Treaty establishing the Energy 
Community, signed in Athens on 25 
October 2005. It can also severely damage 
the Union economy and can have a major 
social impact, particularly on vulnerable 
groups of customers.

(2) A major disruption of the gas 
supply can affect all Member States, the 
Union as a whole and Contracting Parties 
to the Treaty establishing the Energy 
Community, signed in Athens on 25 
October 2005. It can also severely damage 
the Union economy and security and can 
have a major social impact, particularly on 
vulnerable groups of customers, such as 
installations with a continuous operating 
flow in particular in countries dependent 
on a single dominant supplier. It is 
therefore fundamental to diversify energy 
sources, suppliers and routes to prevent 
such situations in the first place, and to 
minimize the effects of unavoidable 
disruptions.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) This Regulation aims to ensure that 
all the necessary measures are taken to 
safeguard an uninterrupted supply of gas 
throughout the Union, in particular to 
protected customers in the event of 
difficult climatic conditions or disruptions 
of the gas supply. These objectives should 
be achieved through the most cost-effective 
measures and in such a way that energy 
markets are not distorted.

(3) This Regulation aims to ensure that 
all the necessary non-discriminatory 
measures are taken to safeguard an 
uninterrupted supply of gas throughout the 
Union, in particular to protected customers 
in the event of difficult climatic conditions 
or disruptions of the gas supply. These 
objectives should be achieved through the 
most cost-effective intra- and 
interregional measures and in such a way 
that energy markets are not distorted and 
the minimum damage level in the case of 
installations with a continuous operating 
flow is not affected. Account should also 
be taken in the broader context of the 
security of gas supply, which should also 
be achieved through better diversification 
of supplies from third countries, new 
energy interconnections between Member 
States and the use of alternative energy 
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sources. At the same time, it is essential to 
increase energy-security cooperation with 
the Union’s neighbouring countries, with 
strategic partners. It would complement 
Union action including funding aimed at 
increasing energy efficiency.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 20 October 2010 concerning 
measures to safeguard security of gas 
supply has already had a significant 
positive impact on the Union situation as 
regards the security of the gas supply, both 
in terms of preparation and mitigation. 
Member States are better prepared to face a 
supply crisis now that they are required to 
draw up plans including preventive and 
emergency measures, and they are better 
protected now that they have to meet a 
number of obligations regarding 
infrastructure capacity and gas supply. 
However, the implementation report of 
Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 of October 
2014 highlighted areas in which 
improvements to that Regulation could 
further bolster the Union supply security.

(4) Existing Union law, in particular 
the relevant elements of the Third Energy 
Package and Regulation (EU) No 
994/2010 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council has already had a significant 
positive impact on the Union situation as 
regards the security of the gas supply, both 
in terms of preparation and mitigation. 
Member States are better prepared to face a 
supply crisis now that they are required to 
draw up plans including preventive and 
emergency measures, and they are better 
protected now that they have to meet a 
number of obligations regarding 
infrastructure capacity and gas supply. 
However, the implementation report of 
Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 of October 
2014 highlighted areas in which 
improvements to that Regulation could 
further bolster the Union supply security.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) In order to safeguard the Union’s 
energy supply, it is necessary to diversify 
energy sources and build new energy 
interconnections between the Member 
States. At the same time, it is essential to 
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increase energy-security cooperation with 
the Union’s neighbouring countries, with 
strategic partners and also among the 
Union institutions.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The Commission Communication 
‘Framework Strategy for a Resilient 
Energy Union with a Forward-Looking 
Climate Change Policy’14 from February 
2015, highlights the fact that the Energy 
Union rests on solidarity and trust, which 
are necessary features of energy security. 
This regulation should aim to boost 
solidarity and trust between the Member 
States and should put in place the measures 
needed to achieve these aims, thus paving 
the way for implementing the Energy 
Union.

(6) The Commission Communication 
‘Framework Strategy for a Resilient 
Energy Union with a Forward-Looking 
Climate Change Policy’14 from February 
2015 highlights the fact that the Energy 
Union rests on solidarity and trust, which 
are necessary features of energy security. 
This Regulation should aim to boost 
cooperation, solidarity, trust and 
interconnections between the Member 
States and should put in place the measures 
needed to achieve these aims, thus paving 
the way for rapidly establishing and 
implementing the Energy Union.

__________________ __________________
14 Communication from the Commission to 
the European Parliament and the Council, 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee, the Committee of the Regions 
and the European Investment Bank, 
COM(2015) 80 final.

14 Communication from the Commission to 
the European Parliament and the Council, 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee, the Committee of the Regions 
and the European Investment Bank, 
COM(2015) 80 final.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) An internal gas market that operates 
smoothly is the best guarantee of security 
of energy supply across the Union and to 
reduce the exposure of individual Member 
States to the harmful effects of supply 

(7) An internal gas market supervised 
by public regulatory authorities that 
operates smoothly is the best guarantee of 
security of energy supply across the Union 
and to reduce the exposure of individual 
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disruptions. Where a Member State’s 
security of supply is threatened, there is a 
risk that measures developed unilaterally 
by that Member State may jeopardise the 
proper functioning of the internal gas 
market and damage the gas supply to 
customers in other Member States. To 
allow the internal gas market to function 
even in the face of a shortage of supply, 
provision must be made for solidarity and 
coordination in the response to supply 
crises, as regards both preventive action 
and the reaction to actual disruptions of 
supply.

Member States to the harmful effects of 
supply disruptions. Where a Member 
State's security of supply is threatened, 
there is a risk that measures developed 
unilaterally by one Member State may 
jeopardise the proper functioning of the 
internal gas market and spark a domino 
effect to customers in other Member States. 
To allow Members States to cope with a 
shortage of supply and the internal gas 
market to function even in the face of such 
shortage of supply, provision must be made 
for solidarity and coordination at regional 
and Union level in the response to supply 
crises as regards both preventive action and 
the reaction to actual disruptions of supply 
leading to integration of regions’ energy 
markets. In this regard the Union should 
further diversify energy sources, suppliers 
and supply routes, as a precondition of 
energy security and shall support, 
including through funding, those 
diversification-oriented projects that are 
fully in line with Union law and principles 
as well as with the Union’s long-term 
policy objectives and priorities, such as 
infrastructural projects.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) So far, the potential for more 
efficient and less costly measures through 
regional cooperation has not been fully 
exploited. This has to do not only with 
better coordination of national mitigation 
actions in emergency situations, but also of 
national preventive measures, such as 
national storage or policies related to 
liquefied natural gas (LNG), which can be 
strategically important in certain regions.

(8) So far, the potential for more 
efficient and less costly measures through 
regional cooperation has not been fully 
exploited, and a concept of regional 
cooperation is needed, with the possibility 
of setting cooperation formats on the 
basis of consultations with the Member 
States, taking account of the energy 
dynamic. Better coordination of national 
mitigation actions in emergency situations 
is recommended, as well as of national 
preventive measures, such as national 
storage or policies related to liquefied 
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natural gas (LNG), which can be 
strategically important in certain regions 
and an efficient use of existing 
infrastructure.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) In a spirit of solidarity, regional 
cooperation, involving both public 
authorities and natural gas undertakings, 
should be the guiding principle of this 
Regulation, to identify the relevant risks in 
each region and optimise the benefits of 
coordinated measures to mitigate them and 
to implement the most cost-effective 
measures for Union consumers.

(9) In a spirit of solidarity, regional 
cooperation, involving both public 
authorities and natural gas undertakings 
should be the guiding principle of this 
Regulation, to identify the relevant risks in 
each region and optimise the benefits of 
coordinated measures at local, regional 
and cross-border level, in order to mitigate 
them and consolidate the security of the 
gas supply and to implement the most cost-
effective measures for Union consumers. 
Regional cooperation should further 
increase the role of the Union in 
supporting cross-border cooperation 
efforts and should be complemented with 
a stronger Union perspective, allowing 
recourse to all available supplies and tools 
in the entire internal gas market. This 
could be facilitated by providing in-depth 
analysis at Union level on the relevant 
Emergency Supply Corridors, based on 
gas supply sources common for a group of 
Member States. In the framework of the 
regional cooperation the existing and the 
new infrastructure projects can be 
developed so that cross-border 
interconnections enhance security of gas 
supply. A further possibility to take into 
account when defining the regional 
groups should be the inclusion of future 
Member States involved in an 
enlargement process.



PE582.277v02-00 10/38 AD\1103547EN.docx

EN

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) Certain customers, including 
households and customers providing 
essential social services, are particularly 
vulnerable and may need social protection. 
A definition of such protected customers 
should not conflict with the Union 
solidarity mechanisms.

(10) Certain customers, including 
households and customers providing 
essential social services, are particularly 
vulnerable and should be protected 
including from rapidly rising gas prices 
that are the result of a supply crisis. A 
definition of such protected customers 
should, to the extent possible, be further 
harmonised without undermining the 
Union Solidarity mechanisms

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Responsibility for security of gas 
supply should be shared by natural gas 
undertakings, Member States, acting 
through their competent authorities; and 
the Commission, within their respective 
remits. Such shared responsibility requires 
very close cooperation between these 
parties. However, customers using gas for 
electricity generation or industrial purposes 
may also have an important role to play in 
security of gas supply, as they can respond 
to a crisis by taking demand-side measures 
such as interruptible contracts and fuel 
switching, which have an immediate 
impact on the supply/demand balance.

(11) Responsibility for security of gas 
supply should be shared by natural gas 
undertakings, Member States, acting 
through their competent national, regional 
and local authorities; and the Commission, 
within their respective remits. Such shared 
responsibility requires very close 
cooperation between these parties. 
However, customers using gas for 
electricity generation or industrial purposes 
may also have an important role to play in 
security of gas supply, as they can respond 
to a crisis by taking demand-side measures 
such as interruptible contracts and fuel 
switching, which have an immediate 
impact on the supply/demand balance.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11



AD\1103547EN.docx 11/38 PE582.277v02-00

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Responsibility for security of gas 
supply should be shared by natural gas 
undertakings, Member States, acting 
through their competent authorities; and 
the Commission, within their respective 
remits. Such shared responsibility requires 
very close cooperation between these 
parties. However, customers using gas for 
electricity generation or industrial purposes 
may also have an important role to play in 
security of gas supply, as they can respond 
to a crisis by taking demand-side measures 
such as interruptible contracts and fuel 
switching, which have an immediate 
impact on the supply/demand balance.

(11) Responsibility for security of gas 
supply should be shared by natural gas 
undertakings, Member States, acting 
through their competent authorities; and 
the Commission, within their respective 
remits. Such shared responsibility requires 
very close cooperation between these 
parties. However, customers using gas for 
electricity generation or industrial purposes 
may also have an important role to play in 
security of gas supply, as they can respond 
to a crisis by taking demand-side measures 
such as energy efficiency, interruptible 
contracts and fuel switching, which have 
an immediate impact on the supply/demand 
balance.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) This Regulation should be taken 
into account both when operational plans 
are to be adopted for the use of ESI 
funding and in the financing criteria for 
EFSI projects.

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) For the purpose of this Regulation, 
the following criteria should therefore be 
taken into account when defining the 
regional groups: supply patterns, existing 
and planned interconnections and 
interconnection capacity between Member 
States, market development and maturity, 

(19) For the purpose of this Regulation, 
the following criteria should therefore be 
taken into account when defining the 
regional groups: supply patterns, existing 
and planned interconnections and 
interconnection capacity between Member 
States, market development and maturity, 
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existing regional cooperation structures, 
and the number of Member States in a 
region, which should be limited to ensure 
that the group remains of a manageable 
size.

level of diversification of gas suppliers 
and routes, existing regional cooperation 
structures, and the number of Member 
States in a region, which should be limited 
to ensure that the group remains of a 
manageable size.

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) In order to make the regional 
cooperation feasible, Member States 
should establish a cooperation mechanism 
within each region. Such mechanism or 
mechanisms should be developed 
sufficiently in time to allow for conducting 
the risk assessment and drawing up 
meaningful plans at regional level. 
Member States are free to agree on a 
cooperation mechanism best suited for a 
given region. The Commission should have 
a facilitating role in the overall process and 
share best practises for arranging regional 
cooperation such as a rotating coordination 
role within the region for the preparation of 
the different documents or establishing 
dedicated bodies. In absence of an 
agreement on the cooperation mechanism, 
the Commission may propose a suitable 
cooperation mechanism for a given region.

(20) In order to make the regional 
cooperation feasible, Member States 
should establish clear administrative 
mechanisms, at intra- and interregional 
level, that would apply in emergency 
situations and on the basis of which the 
competent authorities could act. Such 
mechanism or mechanisms should be 
developed sufficiently in time and ensure 
a high degree of transparency to allow for 
conducting the risk assessment and 
drawing up meaningful plans at regional 
level and avoiding unfair costs for 
consumers. Member States are free to 
agree on a cooperation mechanism best 
suited for a given region and this 
mechanism may be reconfigured in line 
with the energy dynamic. The Commission 
should have a standard-setting and 
facilitating role in the overall process and 
share best practises for arranging regional 
cooperation such as a rotating coordination 
role within the region for the preparation of 
the different documents or establishing 
dedicated bodies. In absence of an 
agreement on the cooperation mechanism, 
the Commission should propose a suitable 
cooperation mechanism for a given region.

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) To ensure maximum preparedness, 
so as to avoid a supply disruption and 
mitigate its effects should it nevertheless 
occur, the competent authorities of a given 
region must draw up preventive action 
plans and emergency, after consulting 
stakeholders. Regional plans should take 
account of the specific characteristics of 
each Member State. They should also 
clearly define the roles and responsibilities 
of the natural gas undertakings and the 
competent authorities. National measures 
to be designed should take fully account of 
the regional measures set out in the 
preventive action plan and emergency plan. 
They should be so designed as to address 
national risks in a way that takes full 
advantage of the opportunities provided by 
regional cooperation. The plans should be 
technical and operational in nature, their 
function being to help prevent the 
occurrence or escalation of an emergency 
and to mitigate its effects. The plans 
should take the security of electricity 
systems into account and be consistent 
with the Energy Union’s strategic planning 
and reporting tools.

(23) To ensure maximum preparedness, 
so as to avoid a supply disruption and 
mitigate its effects should it nevertheless 
occur, the competent authorities of a given 
region must draw up preventive action 
plans and emergency, after consulting 
stakeholders. Regional plans should take 
account of the specific characteristics of 
each Member State. They should also 
clearly define the roles and responsibilities 
of the natural gas undertakings and the 
competent authorities. National measures 
to be designed should take fully account of 
the regional measures set out in the 
preventive action plan and emergency plan. 
They should be so designed as to address 
national risks in a way that takes full 
advantage of the opportunities provided by 
regional cooperation. The plans should be 
technical and operational in nature, their 
function being to help prevent the 
occurrence or escalation of an emergency, 
to mitigate its effects and to avoid the 
emergence of unfair costs for consumers. 
The plans should take the security of 
electricity systems into account and be 
consistent with the Energy Union’s 
strategic planning and reporting tools.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) In the event of a supply crisis, 
market players should be given sufficient 
opportunity to respond to the situation with 
market-based measures. Where market 
measures have been exhausted and they are 
still insufficient, Member States and their 
competent authorities should take measures 
to remove or mitigate the effects of the 

(25) In the event of a supply crisis, 
market players should be given sufficient 
opportunity to respond to the situation with 
market-based measures. Where market 
measures have not been timely, or have 
been exhausted and they are still 
insufficient, Member States and their 
competent authorities should take measures 
to remove or mitigate the effects of the 
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supply crisis. supply crisis.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) Demand-side measures, such as 
fuel switching or reducing the gas supply 
to large industrial consumers in an 
economically efficient order, may have a 
valuable role to play in ensuring energy 
security, if they can be applied quickly and 
significantly reduce demand in response to 
a supply disruption. More should be done 
to promote efficient energy use, 
particularly where demand-side measures 
are needed. The environmental impact of 
any demand and supply-side measures 
proposed must be taken into account, with 
preference being given, as far as possible, 
to measures that have least impact on the 
environment. At the same time, security of 
supply and competitiveness aspects must 
be taken into account.

(28) Demand-side measures, such as 
fuel switching or reducing the gas supply 
to large industrial consumers in an 
economically efficient order, may have a 
valuable role to play in ensuring energy 
security, if they can be applied quickly and 
significantly reduce demand in response to 
a supply disruption. More should be done 
to promote efficient energy use, 
particularly where demand-side measures 
are needed. Priority should be given to 
investments aimed at exploiting the 
sustainable energy potential at local level. 
The environmental impact of any demand 
and supply-side measures proposed must 
be taken into account, with preference 
being given, as far as possible, to measures 
that have least impact on the environment. 
At the same time, security of supply and 
competitiveness aspects must be taken into 
account.

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) The preventive action plans and 
emergency plans should be updated 
regularly and published. They should be 
subject to peer review. The peer review 
process allows for early identification of 
inconsistencies and measures that could 
endanger other Member States’ security of 
supply, thereby ensuring that plans from 
different regions are consistent with one 

(32) The regional preventive action 
plans and emergency plans, correlated 
with those at national level, must be 
updated regularly and published. They 
should be subject to peer review. The peer 
review process allows for early 
identification of inconsistencies and 
measures that could endanger other 
Member States’ security of supply, thereby 
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another. It also enables Member States to 
share best practice.

ensuring that plans from different regions 
are consistent with one another. It also 
enables Member States to share best 
practice.

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 36

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(36) As demonstrated by the October 
2014 stress test, solidarity is needed to 
ensure security of supply across the Union 
and to keep overall costs to a minimum. If 
an emergency is declared in any Member 
State, a two-step approach should be 
applied to strengthen solidarity. Firstly, all 
Member States which have introduced a 
higher supply standard should reduce it to 
default values to make the gas market more 
liquid. Secondly, if the first step fails to 
provide the necessary supply, further 
measures by neighbouring Member States, 
even if not in an emergency situation, 
should be triggered to ensure the supply to 
households, essential social services and 
district heating installations in the Member 
State experiencing the emergency. Member 
States should identify and describe the 
details of these solidarity measures in their 
emergency plans, ensuring fair and 
equitable compensation of the natural gas 
undertakings.

(36) As demonstrated by the October 
2014 stress test, solidarity based on 
regional cooperation is needed to ensure 
security of supply across the Union and to 
keep overall costs to a minimum. This 
solidarity should be defined on three 
levels of action – bilateral or regional, 
interregional and Union – and it should 
not be left to an individual regional group 
alone if a consistent and uniform 
approach at the Union level is needed. If 
an emergency is declared in any Member 
State, a two-step approach should be 
applied to strengthen solidarity. Firstly, all 
Member States which have introduced a 
higher supply standard should reduce it to 
default values to make the gas market more 
liquid. Secondly, if the first step fails to 
provide the necessary supply, further 
measures by neighbouring Member States, 
even if not in an emergency situation, 
should be triggered to ensure the supply to 
households, essential social services and 
district heating installations in the Member 
State experiencing the emergency. Member 
States should identify and describe the 
details of these solidarity measures in their 
emergency plans, ensuring fair and 
equitable compensation of the natural gas 
undertakings.

Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 41
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(41) One of the Union goals is to 
strengthen the Energy Community that 
would ensure effective implementation of 
the Union energy acquis, energy market 
reforms and incentivising investments in 
the energy sector by closer integration of 
the Union and Energy Community energy 
markets. This entails also introducing 
common crisis management by proposing 
preventive and emergency plans at the 
regional level including the Energy 
Community Contracting Parties. 
Furthermore, the Commission 
Communication on the short term 
resilience of the European gas system from 
October 2014 refers to the need to apply 
internal energy market rules on the flow of 
energy between the Union Member States 
and the Energy Community Contracting 
Parties. In this regard, in order to ensure an 
efficient crisis management on borders 
between the Union Member States and the 
Contracting Parties, the necessary 
arrangements following the adoption of a 
Joint Act should be set so that specific 
cooperation with any individual Energy 
Community Contracting Party can take 
place once the required mutual provisions 
have been duly put into place.

(41) One of the Union goals is to 
strengthen the Energy Community that 
would ensure effective implementation of 
the Union energy acquis, energy market 
reforms and incentivising investments in 
the energy sector by closer integration of 
the Union and Energy Community energy 
markets. This entails also introducing 
common crisis management by proposing 
preventive and emergency plans at the 
regional level including the Energy 
Community Contracting Parties. To that 
end, forecasts should be drawn up of 
consumption at regional level and the 
available reserves, which would make it 
possible to strengthen the ability to 
respond in the event of a crisis. 
Furthermore, the Commission 
Communication on the short term 
resilience of the European gas system from 
October 2014 refers to the need to apply 
internal energy market rules on the flow of 
energy between the Union Member States 
and the Energy Community Contracting 
Parties. In this regard, in order to ensure an 
efficient crisis management on borders 
between the Union Member States and the 
Contracting Parties, the necessary 
arrangements following the adoption of a 
Joint Act should be set so that specific 
cooperation with any individual Energy 
Community Contracting Party can take 
place once the required mutual provisions 
have been duly put into place.

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 43

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(43) Where there is reliable information 
on a situation outside the Union that 
threatens the security of supply of one or 

(43) Where there is reliable information 
on a situation outside the Union that 
threatens the security of supply of one or 



AD\1103547EN.docx 17/38 PE582.277v02-00

EN

several Member States and that may trigger 
an early warning mechanism involving the 
Union and a third country, the Commission 
should inform the Gas Coordination Group 
without delay and the Union should take 
appropriate action to try to defuse the 
situation.

several Member States and that may trigger 
an early warning mechanism involving the 
Union and a third country, the Commission 
should inform the Gas Coordination Group 
without delay and the Union should take 
appropriate action to try to defuse the 
situation. Where the situation allows and 
adequate infrastructure exists, the 
Commission and the Member States could 
grant temporary aid to third countries in 
crisis.

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) ‘protected customer’ means a 
household customer connected to a gas 
distribution network and, in addition, 
where the Member State concerned so 
decides, may also mean one or more of the 
following:

(1) ‘protected customer’ means a 
household customer connected to a gas 
distribution network and, in addition, in 
the event that the competent authorities 
within each region so decide, may also 
mean one or more of the following:

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) a small or medium-sized 
enterprise, provided that it is connected to 
a gas distribution network, or an essential 
social service, provided that it is 
connected to a gas distribution or 
transmission network, and provided that 
such enterprises or services do not 
represent jointly more than 20 % of the 
total annual final gas consumption in that 
Member State;

deleted
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Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) ‘essential social service’ means a 
healthcare, emergency or security service;

(2) 'essential social service' means a 
healthcare, education, childcare 
emergency or security and defence service;

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3a) 'small and medium sized 
enterprise' means an entity connected to 
the transmission or distribution network 
with an available or planned capacity not 
exceeding 5 MWh/h;

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 3 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3b) 'competent authority' means a 
national governmental authority or a 
national regulatory authority as its 
competent authority that ensures the 
implementation of the measures provided 
for in this Regulation;

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 3 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3c) 'imports from third countries' 
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means imports of gas from third countries 
that are not party to the Agreement on the 
European Economic Area.

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. The Commission shall actively 
support the diversification of supplies 
from third countries, in terms of both 
energy resources, gas suppliers and gas 
routes. For this purpose the Commission 
shall create conditions for improving 
energy infrastructure interconnections 
between Member States and for 
completion of the gas transmission routes 
defined by the priority corridors of 
Regulation (EU) No 347/20131a (TEN-E 
Regulation) “Emergency Supply 
Corridors” is a concept which is 
complimentary to and reinforces the 
regional approach as referred to in Annex 
I to that Regulation, and which means 
Union gas supply routes identified to help 
Member States to better mitigate the 
effects of potential supply and/or 
infrastructure disruption 
_________________
1a Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 17 April 2013 on guidelines for trans-
European energy infrastructure and 
repealing Decision No 1364/2006/EC and 
amending Regulations (EC) No 713/2009, 
(EC) No 714/2009 and (EC) No 715/2009 
(OJ L 115, 25.4.2013, p. 39).

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 5
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. The Commission shall, where 
appropriate, coordinate the action of the 
competent authorities at regional and 
Union levels, as set out in this Regulation, 
inter alia, through the Gas Coordination 
Group referred to in Article 14 or the crisis 
management group referred to in Article 
11(4), in particular in the event of a 
regional or Union emergency as defined in 
Article 11(1).

5. The Commission shall coordinate 
the action of the competent authorities at 
regional and Union levels, as set out in this 
Regulation, inter alia, through the Gas 
Coordination Group referred to in Article 
14 or the crisis management group referred 
to in Article 11(4), in particular in the 
event of a regional or Union emergency as 
defined in Article 11(1).

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. The measures to ensure the security 
of supply contained in the preventive 
action plans and in the emergency plans 
shall be clearly defined, transparent, 
proportionate, non-discriminatory and 
verifiable, shall not unduly distort 
competition and the effective functioning 
of the internal market in gas and shall not 
endanger the security of gas supply of 
other Member States or of the Union as a 
whole.

6. The preventive regional action 
plans and emergency plans shall be based 
on national plans for security of gas 
supply. The measures to ensure the security 
of supply contained in the regional 
preventive action plans correlated with 
those at national level and in the 
emergency plans shall be clearly defined, 
transparent, proportionate, non-
discriminatory, verifiable, sustainable and 
consistent with the Union’s climate and 
energy objectives shall not unduly distort 
competition and the effective functioning 
of the internal market in gas and shall not 
endanger the security of gas supply of 
other Member States, regions or of the 
Union as a whole.

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 7 – point c a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) ability to cover gas demand of 
protected consumers during interruption 
from single largest gas supplier;

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 7 – subparagraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Commission shall be empowered to 
adopt delegated acts in accordance with 
Article 18 to amend Annex I based on the 
criteria set out in the first subparagraph 
of this paragraph if the circumstances 
warrant a need for a change of a region.

The composition of regions may be 
reassessed after the completion of a 
regional risk assessment, preventive 
action plan and emergency plan, but not 
earlier than in 2022. Any change in the 
composition of regions should be made by 
means of  revision of this Regulation.

Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. The competent authority shall 
ensure that any new transmission 
infrastructure contributes to the security of 
supply through the development of a well-
connected network, including, where 
appropriate, by means of a sufficient 
number of cross-border entry and exit 
points according to market demand and the 
risks identified. The competent authorities 
shall assess in the risk assessment whether 
internal bottlenecks exist and whether 
national entry capacity and infrastructures, 
in particular transmission networks, are 
capable of adapting the national and cross 
border gas flows to the scenario of the 
disruption of the single largest gas 
infrastructure at national level and the 
single largest gas infrastructure of common 

7 The competent authority shall 
ensure that any new transmission 
infrastructure contributes to the security of 
supply through the development of a well-
connected network, including, where 
appropriate, by means of a sufficient 
number of cross-border entry and exit 
points according to market demand and the 
risks identified. The competent authorities 
shall assess in the risk assessment whether 
internal bottlenecks exist and whether 
national entry capacity and infrastructures, 
in particular transmission networks, are 
capable of adapting the national and cross 
border gas flows to the scenario of the 
disruption of the single largest gas 
infrastructure at national level and the 
single largest gas infrastructure of common 
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interest to the region identified in the risk 
assessment.

interest to the region identified in the risk 
assessment. During a national, regional or 
Union-wide emergency situation the gas 
flow through bi-directional permanent 
capacity constructed to enhance security 
of supply in a Member State, shall have 
priority over other points in the system. 
The competent authorities shall study the 
possibility of using the opportunities 
offered by the CEF ‘Energy’ and ESI 
funds in general to develop energy 
infrastructure in the regions and adequate 
interconnections for those regions.

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The competent authority shall 
require the natural gas undertakings, that it 
identifies, to take measures to ensure the 
supply of gas to the protected customers of 
the Member State in each of the following 
cases:

1. The competent authority shall 
require the natural gas undertakings, 
supplying natural gas to protected 
consumers of the Member State, to take 
measures to ensure the supply of gas to the 
protected customers of the Member State 
in each of the following cases:

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

No later than 31 March 2017 Member 
States shall notify the Commission their 
definition of protected customers, the 
annual gas consumption volumes of the 
protected customers and the percentage 
they represent of the total annual final gas 
consumption in that Member State. Where 
a Member State includes in its definition of 
protected customers the categories referred 
to in point (a) or (b) of Article 2 (1) it shall 
specify in the notification to the 

No later than 31 March 2017 the 
competent authorities within each region 
shall notify the Commission the definition 
of protected consumers in that region, the 
annual gas consumption volumes of the 
protected customers and the percentage 
they represent of the total annual final gas 
consumption in respective Member States 
as well as how it could influence cross-
border flows in the region. Where a 
Member State includes in its definition of 
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Commission the gas consumption volumes 
corresponding to consumers belonging to 
those categories and the percentage that 
each of those groups of consumers 
represents in terms of the annual final use 
of gas.

protected customers the categories referred 
to in point (a) or (b) of Article 2 (1) it shall 
specify in the notification to the 
Commission the gas consumption volumes 
corresponding to consumers belonging to 
those categories and the percentage that 
each of those groups of consumers 
represents in terms of the annual final use 
of gas.

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The competent authorities of each 
region as listed in Annex I shall jointly 
make an assessment at regional level of all 
risks affecting the security of gas supply. 
The assessment shall take into account all 
relevant risks such as natural disasters, 
technological, commercial, social, political 
and other risks. The risk assessment shall 
be carried out by:

1. The competent authorities of each 
region as listed in Annex I shall, on the 
basis of an assessment of the risks for 
individual Member States in each region,  
jointly make an assessment at regional 
level of all risks affecting the security of 
gas supply, including the risk assessment 
of each Member State of the region. The 
assessment shall take into account all 
relevant risks such as natural disasters, 
technological, commercial, social, political 
and other risks. The risk assessment shall 
be carried out in particular by:

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1 – point c – point ii a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(iia) lack of ability to cover the 
estimated or calculated demand of 
protected customers in the region during 
supply disruption from the single largest 
supplier;
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Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The competent authorities within each 
region shall agree on a cooperation 
mechanism to conduct the risk assessment 
within the deadline provided for in 
paragraph 5 of this Article. Competent 
authorities shall report to the Gas 
Coordination Group on the agreed 
cooperation mechanism for conducting the 
risk assessment 18 months before the 
deadline for the adoption of the risk 
assessment and the updates of the risk 
assessment. The Commission may have a 
facilitating role overall in the preparation 
of the risk assessment, in particular for the 
establishment of the cooperation 
mechanism. If competent authorities within 
a region do not agree on a cooperation 
mechanism, the Commission may propose 
a cooperation mechanism for that region.

The competent authorities within each 
region shall agree on a cooperation 
mechanism to conduct the risk assessment 
within the deadline provided for in 
paragraph 5 of this Article. Competent 
authorities shall report to the Gas 
Coordination Group on the agreed 
cooperation mechanism for conducting the 
risk assessment 18 months before the 
deadline for the adoption of the risk 
assessment and the updates of the risk 
assessment. The Commission shall have a 
facilitating role overall in the preparation 
of the risk assessment, in particular for the 
establishment of the cooperation 
mechanism. If competent authorities within 
a region do not agree on a cooperation 
mechanism, the Commission shall develop 
a cooperation mechanism for that region.

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Natural gas undertakings, industrial 
gas customers, the relevant organisations 
representing the interests of household and 
industrial gas customers as well as Member 
States and the national regulatory 
authority, where it is not the competent 
authority, shall cooperate with the 
competent authorities and provide it upon 
request with all necessary information for 
the risk assessment.

4. Natural gas undertakings, industrial 
gas customers, the relevant organisations 
representing the interests of household, 
protected and industrial gas customers as 
well as Member States and the national 
regulatory authority, where it is not the 
competent authority, shall cooperate with 
the competent authorities and provide it 
upon request with all necessary 
information for the risk assessment.
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Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. The risk assessment once agreed by 
all Member States in the region shall be 
notified to the Commission for the first 
time no later than on 1 September 2018. 
The risk assessment shall be updated every 
four years unless circumstances warrant 
more frequent updates. The risk assessment 
shall take account of progress made in 
investments needed to cope with the 
infrastructure standard defined in Article 4 
and of country-specific difficulties 
encountered in the implementation of new 
alternative solutions. It shall also build on 
the experience acquired through the 
simulation of the emergency plans 
contained in Article 9 (2).

5. The risk assessment once agreed by 
all Member States in the region shall be 
notified to the Commission for the first 
time no later than on 1 September 2018. 
The risk assessment shall be updated every 
four years unless circumstances warrant 
more frequent updates. The risk assessment 
shall take account of progress made in 
investments needed to cope with the 
infrastructure standard defined in Article 4 
and of country-specific difficulties 
encountered in the implementation of new 
alternative solutions. It shall also build on 
the experience acquired through the 
simulation of the emergency plans 
contained in Article 9 (2).If the competent 
authorities within a region do not agree 
on the risk assessment, the Commission 
shall present a risk assessment for that 
region in cooperation with the competent 
authorities.

Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The competent authorities of the 
Member States of each region as listed in 
Annex I, after consulting the natural gas 
undertakings, the relevant organisations 
representing the interests of household and 
industrial gas customers, including 
electricity producers, and the national 
regulatory authorities, where they are not 
the competent authorities, shall establish 
jointly:

1. The competent authorities of the 
Member States of each region as listed in 
Annex I, after consulting the natural gas 
undertakings, the relevant organisations 
representing the interests of household, 
protected and industrial gas customers, 
including electricity producers, and the 
national regulatory authorities, where they 
are not the competent authorities, shall 
establish jointly a coherent framework at 
Union level:
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Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 1 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) arrangements for sharing costs 
between Member States where a customer 
in one Member State is adversely affected 
by a disruption in gas consumption and is 
forced to move to other fuels (from gas to 
oil in the case of power plants), owing to 
protected supplies to customers in the 
other Member State.

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

By aggregating the regional preventive 
and emergency plans, the Commission in 
consultation with competent authorities, 
ACER and Entso-g, shall prepare a 
preventive action plan and an emergency 
plan at Union level.

Amendment 45

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The purpose of the preventive action plan 
and the emergency plan is to help map 
risks and potentials in the Union to 
mitigate the risks, differentiate measures 
between respective regions, as well as 
assess specific needs of each region in 
comparison to other regions.
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Amendment 46

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The competent authorities within each 
region shall agree on a cooperation 
mechanism sufficiently in time to establish 
the plans and allow for their notification 
and for the notification of the updated 
plans.

The competent authorities within each 
region shall agree on a cooperation 
mechanism, bearing in mind the principle 
of Union territorial cooperation, 
sufficiently in time to establish the plans 
and allow for their notification and for the 
notification of the updated plans.

Amendment 47

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Competent authorities shall regularly 
report to the Gas Coordination Group on 
the progress achieved on the preparation 
and adoption of the preventive action plans 
and the emergency plans. In particular 
competent authorities shall report to the 
Gas Coordination Group on the agreed 
cooperation mechanism 18 months before 
the deadline for the adoption of the plans 
and the updates of the plans. The 
Commission may have a facilitating role 
overall in the preparation of the plans, in 
particular for the establishment of the 
cooperation mechanism. If competent 
authorities within a region do not agree on 
a cooperation mechanism, the Commission 
may propose a cooperation mechanism for 
that region. They shall ensure the regular 
monitoring of the implementation of such 
plans.

Competent authorities shall regularly 
report to the Gas Coordination Group on 
the progress achieved on the preparation 
and adoption of the preventive action plans 
and the emergency plans. In particular 
competent authorities shall report to the 
Gas Coordination Group on the agreed 
cooperation mechanism 18 months before 
the deadline for the adoption of the plans 
and the updates of the plans. The 
Commission shall have a facilitating role 
overall in the preparation of the plans, in 
particular for the establishment of the 
cooperation mechanism. If competent 
authorities within a region do not agree on 
a cooperation mechanism, the Commission 
shall develop a cooperation mechanism for 
that region. They shall ensure the regular 
monitoring of the implementation of such 
plans.

Amendment 48

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

At the request of a competent authority, 
specific parts of the preventive action plan 
and the emergency plan may be excluded 
from publication. In that case, the 
competent authority concerned shall 
provide the Commission with a 
comprehensive summary of the plans to 
make them publicly available. The 
comprehensive summary shall contain at 
least all main elements of the plans in 
accordance with Annex V, in order to 
provide market players with sufficient 
information to comply with the 
requirements of this Regulation. The 
complete versions of the plans shall be 
available to competent authorities of other 
regions, the Commission and the Agency 
for Cooperation of Energy Regulators 
(ACER)

Amendment 49

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. The preventive action plan shall be 
updated every four years after 1 March 
2019, unless circumstances warrant more 
frequent updates or at the Commission’s 
request. The updated plan shall reflect the 
updated risk assessment and the results of 
the tests carried out in accordance with 
Article 9 (2). Article 7(3) to (7) shall apply 
to the updated plan.

6. The preventive action plan shall be 
updated at least every four years after 1 
March 2019, unless circumstances warrant 
more frequent updates or at the 
Commission's request. The updated plan 
shall reflect the updated risk assessment 
and the results of the tests carried out in 
accordance with Article 9 (2). Article 7(3) 
to (7) shall apply to the updated plan.

Amendment 50

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point h
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(h) identify the contribution of market-
based measures for coping with the 
situation at alert level and mitigating the 
situation at emergency level;

(h) identify the contribution of market-
based measures, such as launching 
voluntary collective purchasing or 
activating common virtual gas reserves, 
for coping with the situation at alert level 
and mitigating the situation at emergency 
level;

Amendment 51

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 1 – point j a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ja) set out the procedures to be 
applied in the event of a failure of the gas 
supply in several Member States at the 
same time, and the procedures in the 
event of a reduction in the stockpiles in a 
Member State caused by their use as 
compensation under the solidarity 
principle;

Amendment 52

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. When the competent authority 
declares any of the crisis levels referred to 
in paragraph 1, it shall immediately inform 
the Commission and provide it with all the 
necessary information, in particular with 
information on the action it intends to take. 
In the event of an emergency which may 
result in a call for assistance from the 
Union and its Member States, the 
competent authority of the Member State 
concerned shall without delay notify the 
Commission’s Emergency Response 

2. When the competent authority 
declares any of the crisis levels referred to 
in paragraph 1, it shall immediately inform 
the Commission and the competent 
authorities in the region and provide them 
with all the necessary information, in 
particular with information on the action it 
intends to take. In the event of an 
emergency which may result in a call for 
assistance from the Union and its Member 
States, the competent authority of the 
Member State concerned shall without 
delay notify the Commission’s Emergency 
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Coordination Centre. Response Coordination Centre.

Amendment 53

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5a. Where there is concrete, serious 
and reliable information that an event 
may occur which is likely to result in a 
significant deterioration of the supply 
situation (early warning) in a third 
country, the Commission shall pursue 
external action in line with the set of 
priorities outlined by the Council 
Conclusions on Energy Diplomacy of 20 
July 2015 in cooperation with the third 
countries by, inter alia, engaging in 
consultations, providing mediation 
services and deploying task forces, where 
necessary.

Amendment 54

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 10 a
Emergency Supply Corridors
1. As of 1 November 2017, ENTSO 
for Gas shall perform the tasks set out in 
this Article.
2. It shall carry out a Union-wide 
simulation of supply and infrastructure 
disruption scenarios. The scenarios shall 
be defined by ENTSO for Gas in 
consultation with the Gas Coordination 
Group. The competent authorities shall 
provide ENTSO for Gas with the 
necessary data for the simulations such as 
daily peak demand values, domestic 
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production capacity and demand side 
measures.
It shall identify and asses Emergency 
Supply Corridors, complementary to the 
regional approach as referred to in Annex 
I, along which gas can flow between 
regions in order to prevent fragmentation 
of the internal gas market. The results of 
that assessment and the proposal of the 
Emergency Supply Corridors shall be 
discussed in the Gas Coordination Group.
That Union-wide simulation and those 
Emergency Supply Corridors shall be 
updated every three years, unless 
circumstances warrant more frequent 
updates.
3. In the event of an emergency 
declared by one or more competent 
authorities, the Member States on the 
Emergency Supply Corridors shall ensure 
that all essential information is provided 
as regards the gas supply, in particular, 
available gas quantities, possible 
modalities and sources for gas 
channelling to the Member States having 
declared the emergency. Member States 
on the Emergency Supply Corridor shall 
ensure that no measures prevent the 
supply of gas to the Member States that 
have declared the emergency.
4. The Commission shall be 
empowered to adopt delegated acts in 
accordance with Article 18 to establish the 
Emergency Supply Corridors.

Amendment 55

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. At the request of a competent 
authority that has declared an emergency 
and following the verification in 
accordance with Article 10(5), the 

1. At the request of a competent 
authority that has declared an emergency 
and following the verification in 
accordance with Article 10(5), the 
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Commission may declare a regional or 
Union emergency. At the request of at least 
two competent authorities that have 
declared an emergency and following the 
verification in accordance with Article 
10(5), and where the reasons for these 
emergencies are linked, the Commission 
shall declare, as appropriate, a regional or 
Union emergency. In all cases, the 
Commission, using the means of 
communication most appropriate to the 
situation, shall gather the views of, and 
take due account of all the relevant 
information provided by the other 
competent authorities. When it assesses 
that the underlying basis for the regional or 
Union emergency no longer justifies a 
declaration of emergency, the Commission 
shall declare an end to the regional or 
Union emergency. In all cases, the 
Commission shall give its reasons and 
inform the Council of its decision.

Commission may declare an emergency 
for a specifically affected region or the 
Union. At the request of at least two 
competent authorities that have declared an 
emergency and following the verification 
in accordance with Article 10(5), and 
where the reasons for these emergencies 
are linked, the Commission shall declare, 
as appropriate, a regional or Union 
emergency. In all cases, the Commission, 
using the means of communication most 
appropriate to the situation, shall gather the 
views of, and take due account of all the 
relevant information provided by the other 
competent authorities. When it assesses 
that the underlying basis for the regional or 
Union emergency no longer justifies a 
declaration of emergency, the Commission 
shall declare an end to the regional or 
Union emergency. In all cases, the 
Commission shall give its reasons and 
inform the Council of its decision.

Amendment 56

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. In the context of the future Energy 
Union, security of energy supply is 
paramount. Member States shall 
coordinate and cooperate with their 
neighbours when developing their energy 
policies. The Commission shall, to that 
end, examine how the current 
architecture of national-based preventive 
and emergency response measures could 
be streamlined at both regional and 
Union level.

Amendment 57

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The first subparagraph shall apply to 
essential social services and district heating 
installations to the extent they are covered 
by the definition of protected customers in 
the respective Member State.

The first subparagraph shall apply to 
essential social services and district heating 
installations to the extent they are covered 
by the definition of protected customers in 
the respective region.

Amendment 58

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. If the Member States concerned 
are unable to agree on the circumstances 
warranting the resumption of supply to 
customers other than households, 
essential social services and district 
heating installations, the Commission 
shall, after consulting the Gas 
Coordination Group, and in accordance 
with Article 10(1), present the assessment 
of the supply standard in the Member 
States which declared the emergency 
crisis level.

Amendment 59

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The technical, legal and financial 
arrangements for the application of 
paragraph 3 shall be agreed among the 
Member States which are directly 
connected to each other and described in 
the emergency plans of their respective 
regions. Such arrangements may cover, 
among others, gas prices to be applied, use 
of interconnectors, including bi-directional 
capacity, gas volumes and the coverage of 
compensation costs. Market-based 

4. The technical, legal and financial 
arrangements for the application of 
paragraph 3 shall be agreed among the 
Member States which are directly 
connected to each other and described in 
the emergency plans of their respective 
regions. For each of the regional 
groupings, the Commission shall prepare 
a minimum framework for the proposed 
mechanisms, which will  cover, among 
others, gas prices to be applied, use of 
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measures such as auctions shall be 
preferred for the implementation of the 
obligation laid down in paragraph 3. In 
case the technical, legal and financial 
arrangements necessary to apply paragraph 
3 are amended, the relevant emergency 
plan shall be updated accordingly.

interconnectors, including guaranteed 
availability of bi-directional capacity, gas 
volumes and the coverage of compensation 
costs. Market-based measures such as 
auctions shall be preferred for the 
implementation of the obligation laid down 
in paragraph 3. In case the technical, legal 
and financial arrangements necessary to 
apply paragraph 3 are amended, the 
relevant emergency plan shall be updated 
accordingly. The Commission shall 
prepare a solidarity arrangements 
template, including model clauses, and 
publish it.

Amendment 60

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Paragraph 2 shall apply as of 1 
March 2019.

5. Paragraph 2 shall apply as of 1 
October 2018.

Amendment 61

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. If the Member States do not agree 
on the necessary technical, legal and 
financial arrangements, the Commission 
may propose a framework for such 
measures in its opinion and decision on the 
plans.

6. If the Member States do not agree 
on the necessary technical, legal and 
financial arrangements, the Commission 
shall develop a framework for such 
measures in its opinion and decision on the 
plans.

Amendment 62

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 6 – point a – point vi
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(vi) conditions for the suspension of gas 
deliveries.

(vi) conditions for the renegotiation 
and suspension of gas deliveries.

Amendment 63

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 6 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) to the competent authority and to 
the Commission immediately after their 
conclusion or modification the gas supply 
contracts with a duration of more than 1 
year concluded or modified after [OP: 
Please insert the date of entry in force of 
this Regulation] that individually or 
cumulatively with other contracts with the 
same supplier or its affiliates provide more 
than 40% of yearly natural gas 
consumption in the Member State 
concerned. The notification obligation shall 
not apply to the modifications related only 
to the gas price. The notification obligation 
shall also apply to all commercial 
agreements relevant for the execution of 
the gas supply contract.

(b) to the competent authority and to 
the Commission immediately after their 
conclusion or modification the gas supply 
contracts with the same supplier from a 
third country or from its affiliates, with a 
duration of more than 1 year concluded or 
modified after [OJ: Please insert the date 
of entry in force of this Regulation] that 
individually or cumulatively with contracts 
of other natural gas undertakings on the 
same market with the same supplier or its 
affiliates exceed the threshold of 8 billion 
cubic meters or provide more than 40% of 
total annual gas imports from third 
countries to the Member State concerned. 
The notification obligation shall not apply 
to the gas price. The notification obligation 
shall also apply to all commercial 
agreements relevant for the execution of 
the gas supply contract. To that end, the 
national regulatory authorities shall 
monitor on a yearly basis the market 
supply structure and inform the relevant 
natural gas undertakings once the 40% 
threshold is exceeded. This information 
shall be communicated no later than the 
1st June each year for the year 
proceeding the year for which the 
threshold was calculated.

Amendment 64

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 8 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

8a. In the case of identification of any 
provisions contradictory to the Union law 
while assessing the gas supply contracts 
provided in accordance with point (b) of 
paragraph 6 and with paragraph 7, the 
Commission shall inform the entity and 
respective Competent Authority and 
request changes therein by eliminating 
the provisions contrary to the Union law. 
The entity or the Competent Authority 
may invite the Commission to participate 
in the talks aimed at eliminating the 
incompatibilities with the Union law.

Amendment 65

Proposal for a regulation
Article 13 – paragraph 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

9a. The Commission shall take into 
account the information received under 
this Article in the preparation of a list of 
good practices as well as abusive clauses 
for reference of competent authorities and 
national undertakings.

Amendment 66

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. A Gas Coordination Group is 
established to facilitate the coordination of 
measures concerning security of gas 
supply. The Group shall be composed of 
representatives of the Member States, in 
particular of their competent authorities, as 
well as the Agency for the Cooperation of 
Energy Regulators (the “Agency”), the 
ENTSO for Gas and representative bodies 

1. A Gas Coordination Group is 
established to facilitate the coordination of 
measures concerning security of gas 
supply. The Group shall be composed of 
representatives of the Member States, in 
particular of their competent authorities, 
local and regional authorities, as well as 
the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (the “Agency”), the ENTSO for 
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of the industry concerned and those of 
relevant customers. The Commission shall, 
in consultation with the Member States, 
decide on the composition of the Group, 
ensuring it is fully representative. The 
Commission shall chair the Group. The 
Group shall adopt its rules of procedure.

Gas and representative bodies of the 
industry concerned and those of relevant 
customers. The Commission shall, in 
consultation with the Member States, 
decide on the composition of the Group, 
ensuring it is fully representative. The 
Commission shall chair the Group. The 
Group shall adopt its rules of procedure.

Amendment 67

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The second sentence of Article 
3(2), Article 3(6), Article 4(3), (4) and (6), 
Article 5(2), point (d) of Article 6(1), 
points (b) and (e) of Article 7(5), points 
(e), (g), (i), of Article 8(1), point (b) and 
(c) of Article 8(4), points (j) and (m) of 
Article 9(1), Article 9(4), Article 10(4), 
Article 11(5) and Article 12 shall create 
obligations for the Members States towards 
an Energy Community Contracting Party 
subject to the following procedure:

1. The second sentence of Article 
3(2), Article 3(6), Article 4(3), (4) and (6), 
Article 5(2), point (d) of Article 6(1), 
points (b) and (e) of Article 7(5), points 
(e), (g), (i), of Article 8(1), point (b) and 
(c) of Article 8(4), points (j), (ja) and (m) 
of Article 9(1), Article 9(4), Article 10(4), 
Article 11(5) and Article 12 shall create 
obligations for the Members States towards 
an Energy Community Contracting Party 
subject to the following procedure:

Amendment 68

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. In the event of the application of 
the solidarity principle referred to in 
Article 12, the Energy Community 
Contracting Parties shall provide the 
authorities of neighbouring Member 
States with sufficient information in 
accordance with Article 13.
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