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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 

the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for 

a resolution: 

1.  Takes note of the signature by the EIB in 2015 of EUR 77.5 billion (of which EUR 69.7 

billion within and EUR 7.8 billion outside the Union) in new operations in the areas of 

innovation, SMEs, infrastructure and environment, as well as support for refugee 

housing and investment in regions affected by the refugee crisis; also takes note that, in 

2015, EFSI financed 126 projects amounting to EUR 7.5 billion and mobilising EUR 50 

billion of investments; 

2.  Acknowledges the important role played by EIB funding at a time of serious economic 

and financial crisis, which is having a serious impact on traditional credit systems; 

3.  Asks the EIB and the Commission to provide more technical assistance to continue 

supporting administrative capacity and project management in order to simplify access 

to funding and to facilitate the implementation of investment in the different areas of the 

European Union; acknowledging the importance of those Member States that are major 

EIB shareholders, it also calls for assistance to those Member States which have a low 

share of EIB financing, in particular in the fields of advisory and analytical services, 

project management and capacity building activities, in order to ensure a geographically 

balanced allocation of financing so as to prevent the gap between regions from 

widening, while maintaining a merit-based assessment of applications; 

4.  Welcomes the level of financing of the objectives of economic and social cohesion 

(EUR 17 634 billion) and rural and urban regeneration (EUR 5 467 billion), and 

recommends that it be maintained; regards that funding as an essential complement to 

cohesion policy and the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds); 

emphasises the importance of maintaining a regular dialogue with the managing 

authorities to establish synergies and complementarity between both instruments;  

5.  Recognises that the quality of the loan portfolio remains high thanks to the prudent risk 

management policies pursued; asks the EIB, however, to increase its risk appetite, thus 

ensuring a wider and more effective economic impact, while maintaining a high loan 

portfolio level, including by means of arrangements for closer coordination with 

national bodies that underwrite preferential loans for investment programmes that are in 

line with the development objectives promoted by the EIB; points out that financial 

instruments, including loans, must not be allowed to replace grants; 

6.  Calls on the EIB, Commission and national, regional and local authorities together with 

National Promotional Banks and Institutions (NPBIs) to strengthen their cooperation in 

order to create more synergies between the ESI Funds and EIB financing instruments 

and loans as well as to reduce the administrative burdens, simplify procedures, increase 

the administrative capacity, boost territorial development and cohesion and improve 

understanding of ESI Funds and EIB financing; considers that little information is 

available with regard to the blending activities of the EIB in Cohesion Policy projects 

and programmes; requests the EIB to honour its role as a public institution and to pursue 

the highest ambition in relation to accountability, transparency and visibility to avoid 
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ambiguity; calls on the EIB to develop a communication policy regarding its activities, 

including its advisory activities, so that all forms of government and all beneficiaries 

can have access to its programmes; 

7.  Underlines that the increased use of financial instruments in cohesion policy requires 

stronger involvement of the European Parliament in scrutinising the EIB’s activities 

also to allow for better assessing the implications and consequences of the EIB’s role; 

8.  Welcomes the EIF efforts to make the SME Initiative work currently in six countries 

(Spain, Italy, Bulgaria, Finland, Romania and Malta), which are expected to benefit 

from about EUR 8.5 billion of new SME loans on favourable terms; calls on the 

Member States to implement the SME Initiative on a wider scale, bearing in mind its 

capacity to reduce the risk for financial intermediaries; appreciates therefore the 

proposal of the Commission to prolong the SME Initiative until 2020; stresses, 

however, that the SME Initiative should play a bigger role, as the financing of SMEs is 

vital for promoting growth and jobs in the EU, especially in the period after the 

economic and financial crisis; calls on the EIB to monitor and enhance the use of the 

instrument of securitisation; asks, furthermore, for improvements to the EIB’s 

communication policy and the administrative conditions of the SME Initiative; calls on 

the EIF to publish a report detailing the programme’s successes and failures; 

9.  Requests the Member States to make full use of their allocation of ESI Funds and 

additionality, thus complementing EIB loans and financial instruments; asks, moreover, 

for more and better blending of grants with EIB financing to better exploit the leverage 

effect of ESI Funds; asks that the EIB spearheads this process as it has the expertise and 

a responsibility to shareholders that will help it deliver a return on its investments; 

10.  Calls on the Commission to establish a permanent European Guarantee Platform under 

EFSI to ease SME access to finance, and to improve the development of guarantees and 

lending products based on European guarantees; 

11.  Calls on the EIB to increase its financing of economic and social cohesion as well as of 

the urban objectives, while continuing to support traditional and innovative sectors in 

the EU; calls, moreover, for the development of special financial instruments to support 

the implementation of macroregional action plans and strategies, in cooperation with the 

Member States; 

12.  Calls on the EIB and the Commission to step up the dissemination of their financing 

possibilities, as well as their support and advice, to increase funding for projects of local 

and regional authorities and SMEs, and to simplify the access to EIB finance and 

blending grants with loans and financial instruments; calls on the Commission to 

support the drawing-up of training programmes for potential beneficiaries by giving 

managing authorities a more substantial role in providing information, guidance and 

advice for final beneficiaries; 

13.  Regrets that the number of impaired loan contracts increased between 2014 and 2015, 

with total exposure rising by EUR 455 million to EUR 1.41 billion; calls on the 

Commission to review its risk management and project due diligence procedures to 

ensure that they are effectively tackling this escalating problem and to provide an 

update to the European Parliament on progress in 2017. 
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