
AD\1166984EN.docx PE625.217v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2014-2019

Committee on Regional Development

2018/2086(INI)

26.10.2018

OPINION

of the Committee on Regional Development

for the Committee on Budgetary Control

on assessing how the EU budget is used for public sector reform
(2018/2086(INI))

Rapporteur for opinion: Raffaele Fitto



PE625.217v02-00 2/6 AD\1166984EN.docx

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\1166984EN.docx 3/6 PE625.217v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that, while it has no direct legal competences in the administrative sector, the EU 
does have a beneficial effect on public administration in Member States and, in particular, 
plays an indirect role by laying down administrative standards in the acquis 
communautaire, enabling best practice to be exchanged across the Union, and providing 
budget instruments to support and encourage public administration reform by boosting 
administrative capacity and the efficiency of administrations and fostering innovation in 
the public sector;

2. Notes that, although ESIF resources for the regional implementation plan (RIP) have 
increased quantitatively during the last programming period, monitoring could be 
improved in order to assess the impact that this funding is having on the RIP;

3. Welcomes the fact that proposals have been put forward in the next MFF in order to avoid 
programme overlaps and encourage further simplification;

4. Points out that specific operational programmes and other EU funding resources have 
frequently been found to overlap in many respects, and calls for proposals to be put 
forward; hopes, accordingly, that assistance will be improved so as to make for 
coordination, complementarity and simplification;

5. Underlines the importance of ensuring that operational programmes are implemented in 
the most effective and user-friendly manner possible; considers it essential that Member 
States refrain from adding rules that complicate the use of funds for the beneficiary;

6. Believes continuous assessment to be necessary in order to ascertain whether cohesion 
policies are complying with the principle of additionality and complementarity in relation 
to operations financed with ordinary resources, and, not least, to ensure that cohesion 
policies do not become a substitute for ordinary national resources;

7. Calls for all technical assistance programmes to be coordinated more closely, so as to 
avoid overlapping and ensure that measures will be more effective in line with all the 
Commission’s efforts to promote the combined use of funds with a view to exploiting 
synergies;

8. Points to the need to determine the weaknesses of each Member State and, using the 
available resources, to promote measures for support by the authorities responsible for 
addressing problems by improving the criterion of enabling conditions and meeting the 
targets set;

9. Calls on the Commission to assess the administrative capacity of the structures 
responsible for the implementation of development policies in advance and, for projects of 
particular strategic importance, to encourage the use of national bodies and agencies 
capable of enhancing and speeding up the implementation of programmes and individual 
operations;
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10. Notes that, especially in regions lagging behind, it often proves difficult to gain access to, 
or use, funding, owing to red tape, administrative capacity issues or irregularities; hopes, 
therefore, that Member States will pursue internal reforms aimed at giving more tangible 
effect to the principle of sound administration and expediting judicial proceedings;

11. Calls on the Commission to step up cooperation with Member States in order to support 
regions lagging behind, enhancing capacity and administrative governance;

12. Considers that, within public administrations, innovation processes should be promoted so 
as to make for better connectivity, digitalisation and quality digital services for citizens, 
businesses and public authorities, while constantly keeping step with the rapid 
development of new technologies in the areas concerned; welcomes the fact that the new 
CPR proposal provides funding for future programming for operations to deploy 
e-government in keeping with the principles and priorities set out in the EU e-Government 
Action Plan, while providing future beneficiaries with the information necessary to enable 
them to use the systems as rapidly as possible;

13. Calls for measures to encourage the implementation of programmes that promote the 
development and implementation of human resource strategies, for example through 
exchanges of best practice among Member States, also involving leaders and other senior 
figures;

14. Calls for the continuation of the work of the Commission’s Working Groups responsible 
for assisting Member States’ national authorities to better implement cohesion policy 
funds in those Member States that are lagging behind in terms of absorption of ESIF 
funds;

15. Stresses the importance of the reform support programme, and hopes that it will be 
enhanced in the upcoming programming period, by spelling out its role as a facilitator 
rather than a source of technical assistance, and that it will also be improved in terms of 
effectiveness and efficiency, and without reducing the cohesion budget by the amounts 
currently proposed by the Commission in the MFF 2021-2027.
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