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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on International Trade, as the committees responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into their motion for a resolution:

A. whereas cohesion policy is a key instrument that ensures solidarity between EU regions 
in exchange for the opportunities afforded by the internal market; whereas if the UK 
decides to obtain access to the internal market as a member, it must make a financial 
contribution to solidarity and cohesion, and respect horizontal policies, including on 
global warming, climate change, the environment, agriculture and fisheries – as is 
the case for European Economic Area (EEA) countries;

B. whereas many regions of the EU will be negatively affected by the creation of new 
barriers to trade and the movement of people between the EU and the UK, particularly 
those sharing a land or sea border with the UK, and will thus require additional support 
from cohesion funds;

C. whereas the protection of cross-border economic activity is particularly important, and 
it should remain possible for cross-border workers between the EU and UK to earn their 
livelihood;

D. whereas even if the UK is a third country, it would be advantageous for Interreg 
programmes between EU and UK regions to continue;

E. whereas cohesion funding is of special importance to Northern Ireland and the border 
regions of Ireland; whereas the PEACE programme has played a key role in community 
reconciliation and peacebuilding, and has connected thousands of people through cross-
border activities, including support for the development of small and medium-sized 
enterprises, community-based organisations that lead projects on reconciliation and 
cultural understanding, and cross-border projects focusing on skills, learning and 
training;

F. whereas EU development and cohesion policies have allowed for fruitful cooperation 
between EU and UK territories overseas, and this should continue in the future;

G. whereas the withdrawal of the UK without a subsequent agreement on its future 
relationship with the EU would have disruptive effects, creating a significant burden for 
public finances in the EU; whereas such a failure to reach an agreement on future EU-
UK relations would justify activating the solidarity principle; whereas Parliament has 
already approved activating the solidarity principle in such a scenario;

1. Stresses that, if the United Kingdom does not obtain full membership the internal 
market, it should not be able to benefit from cohesion funds, except for projects which 
are permitted under the regulations establishing those funds; considers that, should the 
United Kingdom ultimately wish to participate in the internal market, it should 
contribute to the cohesion funds for the 2021-2027 period;

2. Believes that the new agreement should take into account the needs of the EU regions 
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affected by Brexit, especially those sharing a land or sea border with the UK, such as 
the border regions of Ireland and southern Spain, and the coastal regions along the 
Channel, the Atlantic and the North Sea; recalls the need for an assessment of the 
impact of Brexit on small and medium-sized enterprises operating in territories that 
share a land or sea border with the UK;

3. Recalls the importance of fair labour mobility; calls for the future agreement to include 
provisions for the continued protection of the livelihood of cross-border workers, 
including for new quality employment relationships, particularly for those working 
across the Irish border or between the UK and Belgium, France or the Netherlands;

4. Notes that the cross-border and transnational programmes funded through Interreg play 
a key role in encouraging cooperation between regions and citizens in different Member 
States, and proposes that Interreg programmes should remain open to the UK and its 
constituent countries, provided that an appropriate financial contribution is made; 
recalls that the Interreg programmes also support inclusive policies and strategies that 
avoid exacerbating inequalities in cross-border communities;

5. Underlines the important contribution of EU cohesion policy to Northern Ireland, 
particularly in terms of assisting the recovery of deprived urban and rural areas, tackling 
climate change, and building cross-community and cross-border contacts in the context 
of the peace process; stresses that it is of the utmost importance that the PEACE 
programme continue to operate in Northern Ireland and the border regions of Ireland, 
and to be administered autonomously by the Special EU Programmes Body;

6. Considers that cooperation between EU outermost regions and overseas countries and 
territories on the one hand, and UK overseas territories on the other hand, particularly in 
the Caribbean and Pacific, should continue; calls for special provisions to allow future 
joint projects under the European Development Fund and cohesion funds, as 
appropriate;

7. Underlines that by making financial resources available through the EU budget the 
European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) is a tangible expression of solidarity when 
serious repercussions on, inter alia, the economy affect one or more regions of the EU 
or of a country applying for accession; recalls the importance of extending the scope of 
the EUSF to cover a part of the additional public expenditure incurred in preparation 
for, or as a consequence of, the end of the transition period without a subsequent 
agreement on the UK’s future relationship with the EU, as has already been done to 
address the current COVID-19 public health emergency; calls on the Commission to put 
forward a proposal on the matter, mirroring the proposal previously made to cover a 
failure to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement, which was approved by Parliament on 24 
October 20191;

8. Asks the Commission to prepare for the consequences of a no-deal scenario should the 

1 Amendments adopted by the European Parliament on 24 October 2019 on the proposal for a regulation of the 
European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 in order to provide 
financial assistance to Member States to cover serious financial burden inflicted on them following a withdrawal 
of the United Kingdom from the Union without an agreement, texts adopted P9_TA(2019)0045. 
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UK not request an extension to the transition period.
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