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Introduction

From 23 to 25 May 2022, a delegation of the Committee on Regional Development, led by 
Constanze Krehl, visited La Palma in the Canary Islands, which has been recently affected by 
a series of destructive volcanic eruptions. Six Members from five Member States had a close 
look at the impact of this terrible natural catastrophe and on how EU structural and cohesion 
funds are being implemented on the ground,

The agenda included meetings with the regional and local authorities of La Palma (Delegate of 
the Spanish Government in the Autonomous Region of the Canary Islands, President of the 
Government of the Canary Islands, President of the Cabildo Insular, mayors of the affected 
municipalities), platforms of citizens, trade and tourism associations, farmers’ associations and 
the local government’s office for victims. The delegation also visited the affected areas and the 
astronomical observatory Roque de los Muchachos, which received EU funding. 

The Members were accompanied by two members of the committee secretariat, three political 
advisors, six interpreters, a conference technician and two representatives from Parliament’s 
liaison office in Madrid.

The delegation received coverage from national and local media (14 media outlets in total: 2 
TV channels, 3 news agencies, 8 newspapers, 1 radio station.) A press conference was 
conducted with the participation of the head of the delegation Constanze Krehl (S&D, 
Germany), the President of the Canary Islands, the Delegate of the Spanish Government in the 
Cnary Islands and the President of the Island’s Government (Cabildo Insular). Interviews (so-
called press points) were conducted with Constanze Krehl (S&D, Germany), Cristina Maestre 
(S&D, Spain) and Alessandro Panza (ID, Italy). There has been a number of reports in regional 
newspapers. 
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Summary account of meetings

The first meeting of the mission took place at the hotel, where Members were welcomed by 
Anselmo Pestana, Delegate of the Government of Spain in the Autonomous Region of the 
Canary Islands. Mr Pestana gave a short introductory speech, elaborating on the Spanish 
Government’s action following the crisis caused by the volcanic eruptions in the island of La 
Palma. Mr Pestana then accompanied the delegation on their way to one of the largest arrays of 
telescopes in the world, the Roque de los Muchachos. 

The observatory, situated at an altitude of 
almost 2400 meters, enjoys exceptional 
conditions for astronomical research and is 
equipped with giant, ultramodern telescopes. 
The Director of the Institute of Astrophysics 
of the Canary Islands, Professor  Rebolo 
López together with the Deputy Director of 
the Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC), 
Casiana Muñoz-Tuñón, the Institute’s 
Administrator, Mr Pérez Arencibia and their 
teams of scientists welcomed the Members at 
the visitors Centre and gave short 
presentations. 

The Members walked through the observatory’s impressive facilities, including the largest 
optical-infrared telescope in the world, which 
received ERDF funding. Members were able to 
follow a demonstration of how the telescope is 
moving to capture with exactitude other galaxies. 
The delegation was also briefed about other 
telescopes, such as those designed to study the 
Universe in very high-energy gamma rays, and 
about instruments for various kinds of studies, 
including nocturnal observations, robotic 
observing, solar physics, and high-energy 
astrophysics. 

The Members learned about the advances that have been made with 
these telescopes, ranging from the detection of the most distant 
galaxy to confirmation of the existence of black holes and the 
accelerated expansion of the Universe. 

The delegation was then invited for dinner, where Ms Krehl had the 
chance to thank the scientists for their very interesting guided tour, 
the impressive facilities and all the information they shared with the 
Members. 

The next day, work commenced with a visit to the areas affected by 
the volcanic eruptions. Dr Stavros Meletlidis, a volcanologist of the 
Instituto Geografico Nacional de España briefed the delegation 
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along their way to Tazacorte, El Paso 
and Los Llanos, the municipalities that 
were most heavily impacted. The 
Members had the opportunity to 
witness the degree of devastation and 
to realise the urgent need for 
reconstruction. 

The Members were concerned by the 
particular challenges, such as the 
persisting high temperatures near the 
surface of the lava, which reach 500 
degrees °C and take years to cool 
down, complicating the construction 
of very much needed infrastructure 

such as roads. Dr Meletlidis, who was also in charge of PEVOLCA, the Canary Islands 
Volcanic Emergency Plan, talked about the big numbers of houses, businesses and public 
infrastructure that have been lost in the lava, and about the ongoing challenges the Island is 
facing, such as re-establishing 
telecommunications and electricity networks. 
He also explained that previously 
neighbouring areas have now been 
disconnected from each other. 

For the remainder of the second day, Members 
had a series of meetings. 

The first one was with regional and local 
Authorities. Mr Anselmo Pestana, Delegate of 
the Government of Spain in the Autonomous 
Region of the Canary Islands, opened the 
meeting with a brief introduction. It was then Angel Víctor Torres, President of the Government 
of the Canary Islands, who took the floor, followed by Mariano Hernández Zapata, President 
of the Cabildo Insular (Island’s local government). This meeting was concluded by 
interventions of the mayors of the heavily affected areas, namely: Sergio Rodríguez, mayor of 
El Paso and Noelia García Leal, Mayor of Los Llanos. 

All speakers underlined the response of authorities at all levels (political, administrative, 
volunteers) during the challenging months of the crisis. They emphasized the mobilisation of 
the island’s population of 82 thousands inhabitants, the constraints of coordinating all 
authorities in such emergencies, the impact on the island’s economy and the magnitude of 
economic destruction. They focused on the housing problem, depopulation, the ongoing need 
for reconstruction of the destroyed infrastructure and underlined their plea for EU support. Ms 
Krehl and the other Members underlined the devastating impact of the eruptions and the 
necessity of restoring infrastructure. They also talked about the ongoing discussion in REGI on 
the EU Solidarity Fund, which has an important role to play for an increasing number of natural 
catastrophes, not only due to natural phenomena such as volcanos but also due to climate 
change. 
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The day continued with a press conference between the Chair of the Delegation Ms Krehl, the 
President of the Government of the Canary Islands, the Delegate of the Spanish government in 

the Canary Islands and the President of the 
Cabildo of La Palma. The press conference 
was attended by the main regional media. 

The mission then met with a number of 
platforms of citizens affected by the 
outbreak of the Cumbre Vieja volcano. 
Members had the chance to discuss the 
impact of the volcanic eruptions on the 
lives of citizens in the island. They learned, 
in particular, how the volcano affected 
each sector of the local economy, the 
environment, the accessibility and 
infrastructure of the affected areas. The 
discussion was vivid and the interventions 

of some representatives of citizens’ associations were sometimes emotional, as the wounds of 
the eruption are still open and the shock to the local population cannot be underestimated. Some 
of them lost their houses, their jobs, or they complained that they have no information. 

Members heard carefully what citizens had to say, shared their concerns and encouraged them 
to coordinate better between them in the face of this challenge. They also suggested that it is 
perhaps worth reflecting on opportunities to do things differently. Ms Krehl in particular 
stressed the need for information and cooperation, highlighted the need for sustainable 
development for the whole island, talked on the opportunity to diversify the Island’s future 
economic model, which is now predominantly based on tourism and agriculture, and stressed 
the important role of the Union’s cohesion policy. 

Members then had another meeting with Sergio Matos Castro, Head of Citizens’ Affairs Office 
for the Victims of the Volcano and Antonio Olivera Herrera, Vice-Councelor to the Presidency. 
The Citizens’ Affairs Office for the Victims of the Volcano falls under the Government of the 
Canary Islands, and Members learned a lot about 
the huge coordination effort, the requests for 
compensations of victims, the legal issues and the 
ongoing problems such as housing and water; they 
also discussed the lessons learned for future crises. 

On the last day of the mission, work started with a 
meeting with Trade and Tourism Associations. 
Mauro Fernández Felipe, President of the 
Delegation of the Chamber of Commerce in La 
Palma, Mercedes Hernández Castillo, President of 
the Federation of Business Associations of La 
Palma (FAEP) and José Tomas Rodríguez de Paz, member of the Board of the Federation of 
Businessmen of La Palma (FEDEPALMA) talked with Members about the impact of the 
volcanic eruption on the local economy, with a particular focus on the challenges for trade and 
tourism sectors. 

The final meeting of the mission included an exchange with representatives from farmers’ 
associations of La Palma. Members had the opportunity to learn more about the catastrophic 
impact of the natural disaster on the agricultural sector - and on the bananas sector in particular, 
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which dominates the Island’s agricultural output. Apart from the Island’s urgent needs and the 
role of the EU Solidarity Fund, they also discussed the water problem, the need for new energy 
sources, as well as the need for digitalisation and new technologies. 

Conclusions

All Members agreed that the EU financial support should help to rebuild agriculture, increase 
energy efficiency and diversify the island´s industry to mitigate the consequences of the recent 
volcano eruptions.

The Chair of the delegation, Ms Krehl, highlighted the importance of the partnership principle, 
and the need for information and cooperation on local, regional and national level. She also 
stressed the need for sustainable development and reminded that at least 30% of the cohesion 
resources should be spent on climate. Ms Krehl encouraged her interlocutors to focus on 
projects that combine the need for reconstruction with the current targets of cohesion policy 
and underlined the need for the introduction of new technologies, for example to better tackle 
challenges related with water-supply and agriculture. Ms Krehl also suggested the possibility 
of a diversified economic model that would not be based only on the production of bananas and 
tourism, reminding that this is just an idea that she personally considers helpful for a long-term 
viable economic model. Ms Krehl also reflected on the possibility of an enhanced preparedness 
for natural catastrophes, with the potential introduction of a common protocol for mitigation, 
response and recovery, and highlighted that the national legal framework could be helpful in 
solving potential legal problems. 
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Annex - pictures and press coverage
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