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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recognises the need for the EU budget to continue to support recovery, convergence, 
fair and inclusive sustainable growth and competitiveness of the European economy and 
other EU priorities such as social, economic and territorial cohesion and regional 
development, climate action, digitalisation and innovation, security and the 
management of migration, while acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
provided a new and unexpected challenge that the EU and its Member States need to 
respond determinedly and provide solutions at the EU level;

2. Reminds that cohesion is a shared competence between the EU and Member States and 
that as a main public investment policy it will play a major role in the recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic; emphasises that cohesion policy is based on a solidarity and its 
goal is to reduce economic, social and territorial disparities between Member States and 
within the EU and regions; emphasizes in that context that programmes managed under 
European Structural and Investments (ESI) Funds support and contribute significantly 
to sustainable solutions for fair and inclusive economic growth, investments and 
competitiveness, as well as high quality, safe and secure working and living conditions 
of the citizens, including equal opportunities, social justice and non-discrimination;

3. Notes that the budget for the year 2021 starts the new programming period 2021-2027 
and that it should reflect the principles and priorities of an updated and reoriented 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and contribute effectively to the mitigation of 
the social and economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, while carefully 
considering available resources as well as budgetary rules and principles that will 
ensure realistic, immediate and satisfactory implementation;

4. Underlines the necessity to provide a sufficient level of payment appropriations in the 
budget for the year 2021 in order to avoid the accumulation of unpaid claims from MFF 
2014-2020; notes that due to the delays in implementation of the programming period 
2014-2020 most of the refunds will be done in years 2021-2022;

5. Welcomes the enhanced flexibility in cohesion policy – increased co-financing, anti-
crisis use of EU funds - introduced in March and April 2020 and believes that it - should 
be maintained also in MFF 2021-2027;

6. Welcomes the measures already approved by the European Parliament such as the 
extension of the EU Solidarity Fund to cover public health emergencies that will make 
available almost EUR 800 million in 2020 and the Corona Response Investment 
Initiative (CRII and CRII+) that aim at providing €8 billion of liquidity to accelerate up 
to EUR 37 billion of European public investment in order to support citizens, regions 
and countries hit hard by the Coronavirus pandemic;

7. Welcomes the legislative resolution of 17 April 2020 that approved specific measures to 
provide exceptional flexibility for the use of the ESI Funds in response to the COVID-
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19 outbreak; notes that this will result in the acceleration of their implementation and 
therefore in increased needs of payment appropriations which need to be reflected in the 
budget for the year 2021;

8. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal not to claim from the Member States the 
reimbursement of unspent pre-financing paid at the start of the year, i.e. the provision 
that Member States would not need to return the funds remaining from the planned 
expenditures to the Commission, while acknowledging that it may create a financial gap 
in the 2020 budget (pre-financing constitutes the assigned revenue for the EU budget) 
and in consequence may result in increased need of  payment appropriations in the 
budget for the year 2021;

9. Calls on the Member States to share clearly and determinedly their post-crisis plans, 
ambitions and expectations as well as acknowledge their shared role in preparation for a 
coordinated EU approach.


