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MINUTES
of the meeting of 22 March 2023, 09.30-12.30 and 14.30-18.30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 09.37 on Wednesday, 22 March 2023, with Younous Omarjee (Chair) 
presiding.

1. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

2. Chair’s announcements

Point 10 was postponed.

Public hearing 

3. EU regions in a "development trap": targeted solutions through cohesion policy 
instruments
REGI/9/11521

Speakers: Younous Omarjee, Andrés Rodríguez-Pose (Professor London School of 
Economics), Claire Charbit (OECD), Peter Berkowitz (Director DG REGIO), Niklas 
Nienaß, Marcos Ros Sempere, Irène Tolleret, Stanislav Polčák, Erik Bergkvist, Mauri 
Pekkarinen, Denis Nesci

22 March 2023, 11.00 – 12.30 (in camera)
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4. Coordinators´ meeting (decisions)

1.  Points table
___________________________________________________________________________

Coordinators took note of the current state of the table.

2.   Referrals
__________________________________________________________________________

Legislative opinions 

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
establishing a framework for ensuring a secure and sustainable supply of critical 
raw materials and amending Regulations (EU) 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, 2018/1724 
and (EU) 2019/1020 
2023/0079(COD) - COM(2023)0160 - C9-0061/2023

*Official referral from DG Presidency still pending

Coordinators decided to draw up a legislative opinion (EPP, 2 points). 

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
establishing a framework of measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero 
technology products manufacturing ecosystem (Net Zero Industry Act) 
2023/0081(COD) - COM(2023)0161 - C9-0062/2023 

Main: ITRE
Opinion: ENVI EMPL BUDG ECON INTA IMCO TRAN REGI

Coordinators decided to draw up a legislative opinion (Greens/EFA, 2 points). 

Non-legislative opinion 

Proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund for Displaced 
Workers following an application from Spain - EGF/2022/003 ES/Alu Ibérica 
2023/0068(BUD) - COM(2023)0129 - C9-0053/2023

Responsible: BUDG
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Coordinators approved the draft letter stating that REGI has no objection to the mobilisation 
of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF).

3. Oral question about regional aspects of state aid
__________________________________________________________________________

Coordinators agreed to send their comments on the Chair’s draft to regi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu  (with the Chair in copy) by Tuesday 28 March eob. They 
noted that, for such new addition, other parts of equivalent length should be deleted so as not 
to exceed the maximum text length.

4. Public hearing 27 June on Entrepreneurship and SME creation in rural areas - 
List of experts

__________________________________________________________________________

With due account to the gender and geographical balance, coordinators decided to invite 
Fernando Amandi (proposed by EPP) and Elena Garcia (proposed by Greens/EFA), whereas a 
third speaker, most probably from Finland, will be proposed soon. 

5. Activities with national parliaments for the second half 2023
__________________________________________________________________________

5.1 Inter - parliamentary meeting with 27 national parliaments
Coordinators agreed on the date of 29 or 30 November and validated the following title: “The 
Future of Cohesion Policy post 2027: Opportunities, Challenges and Next Steps”.

5.2 Meeting with representatives of the Croatian Parliament’s Committee on Regional 
Development and European Union Funds

Coordinators agreed on the above-mentioned bilateral meeting with representatives of the 
Croatian parliament on 24 October. 

5.3 Meeting with representatives of the Ukranian parliament Verchovna Rada
Coordinators agreed to include a meeting with representatives of the respective committee of 
Rada in the programme of REGI mission to Kyiv, Ukraine. 

6. Points for information
__________________________________________________________________________

N/A

7. Any other business 
__________________________________________________________________________

mailto:regi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:regi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
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­ Coordinators agreed that the REGI opinion on the proposed regulation on European 
statistics on population and housing (COM(2023)0031 - 2023/0008(COD), responsible: 
EMPL) should be a normal opinion instead of an opinion in form of a letter. 

­ With regard to the concern expressed by RENEW Coordinator on the closure of the 
programming period 2014-2020 and also on the issue of JTF extension, Coordinators 
agreed that a REGI initiative may be explored after the structured dialogue with 
Commissioner Ferreira at the upcoming Committee meeting of 25 April. 

The meeting paused at 12.30.

* * *

The meeting resumed at 15.02.

22 March 2023, 14.30 – 18.30

*** Voting time ***

5. The role of Cohesion Policy in addressing multidimensional environmental 
challenges in the Mediterranean basin
REGI/9/09347

2022/2059(INI)

Rapporteur:
François Alfonsi (Verts/ALE) PR – PE738.467v01-00

AM – PE739.697v02-00
Responsible:

REGI
Opinions:

PECH  Nora Mebarek (S&D) AD – PE738.473v02-00
AM – PE739.621v01-00

 Deadline for tabling amendments:9 December 2022, 12.00

Decision

The draft report, as amended, was adopted: for: 37; against: 0; abstentions: 2.

6. Assessment of the new Commission communication on outermost regions
REGI/9/10194

2022/2147(INI)

Rapporteur:
Álvaro Amaro (PPE) PR – PE738.459v01-00

AM – PE739.739v01-00
Responsible:

REGI
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Opinions:
BUDG  José Manuel Fernandes (PPE) AD – PE739.681v03-00

AM – PE739.822v01-00
EMPL  Max Orville (Renew) AD – PE739.829v04-00

AM – PE740.736v02-00
TRAN  Beata Mazurek (ECR) AD – PE738.533v02-00

AM – PE739.606v01-00
AGRI  Gabriel Mato (PPE) AD – PE738.443v02-00

AM – PE739.556v01-00
 Deadline for tabling amendments:9 December 2022, 12.00

Decision

The draft report, as amended, was adopted: for: 39; against: 0; abstentions: 0

*** End of vote ***

7. Exchange of views with Àngel Victor Torres, President of the Conference of 
Presidents of Outermost Regions and the President of the Canary Islands 

Speakers: Younous Omarjee, Àngel Victor Torres, Álvaro Amaro, Marcos 
Ros Sempere, Stéphane Bijoux, Gabriel Mato, Nora Mebarek, André 
Rougé, Tsvetelina Penkova

8. Implementation of funds 2014-2020: Hungary - Austria 

Speakers: Younous Omarjee, Normunds Popens (Acting Director-General DG 
REGIO), Matthias Ecke, Mauri Pekkarinen, 

9. Presentation of the ECA Review 01/2023: EU financing through cohesion policy 
and the Recovery and Resilience Facility: A comparative analysis

Speakers: Stef Blok (European Court of Auditors), Nora Mebarek, Mauri Pekkarinen, 
Franck Conrad (DG REGIO), Rafael Lopez Sanchez (DG REGIO)

10. Presentation on the 4th Report on the implementation of EU’s macro regional 
strategies by DG REGIO

The item was postponed.

11. Any other business

12. Next meetings
 25 April 2023, 9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 18.30 (Brussels)

The meeting closed at 17:43.
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Results of roll-call votes

Contents

1. The role of Cohesion Policy in addressing multidimensional environmental 
challenges in the Mediterranean basin - François Alfonsi ....................................................7
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2. Assessment of the new Commission communication on outermost regions - Álvaro 
Amaro.........................................................................................................................................7

2.1. Final vote ..................................................................................................................7

Key to symbols:
+ : in favour
- : against
0 : abstention
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1. The role of Cohesion Policy in addressing multidimensional environmental 
challenges in the Mediterranean basin - François Alfonsi

1.1. Final vote

37 +
ECR Chiara Gemma, Elżbieta Kruk, Giuseppe Milazzo, Andżelika Anna Możdżanowska, Denis Nesci

PPE Álvaro Amaro, Pascal Arimont, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Tom Berendsen, Franc Bogovič, Daniel Buda, 
Mircea-Gheorghe Hava, Krzysztof Hetman, Peter Jahr, Manolis Kefalogiannis, Peter Pollák

Renew Stéphane Bijoux, Alin Mituța, Mauri Pekkarinen, Bergur Løkke Rasmussen, Susana Solís Pérez, Irène 
Tolleret

S&D Adrian-Dragoş Benea, Erik Bergkvist, Isabel Carvalhais, Corina Crețu, Matthias Ecke, Nora Mebarek, 
Tsvetelina Penkova, Marcos Ros Sempere

The Left Martina Michels, Younous Omarjee

Verts/ALE François Alfonsi, Rosa D'Amato, Niklas Nienaß, Bronis Ropė, Monika Vana

0 -

2 0
ID France Jamet, André Rougé

2. Assessment of the new Commission communication on outermost regions - 
Álvaro Amaro

2.1. Final vote

39 +
ECR Chiara Gemma, Elżbieta Kruk, Giuseppe Milazzo, Andżelika Anna Możdżanowska, Denis Nesci

ID France Jamet, André Rougé

PPE Álvaro Amaro, Pascal Arimont, Isabel Benjumea Benjumea, Tom Berendsen, Franc Bogovič, Daniel Buda, 
Mircea-Gheorghe Hava, Krzysztof Hetman, Peter Jahr, Manolis Kefalogiannis, Peter Pollák

Renew Stéphane Bijoux, Alin Mituța, Mauri Pekkarinen, Bergur Løkke Rasmussen, Susana Solís Pérez, Irène 
Tolleret

S&D Adrian-Dragoş Benea, Erik Bergkvist, Isabel Carvalhais, Corina Crețu, Matthias Ecke, Nora Mebarek, 
Tsvetelina Penkova, Marcos Ros Sempere

The Left Martina Michels, Younous Omarjee

Verts/ALE François Alfonsi, Rosa D'Amato, Niklas Nienaß, Bronis Ropė, Monika Vana
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