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BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 09.15 on Tuesday, 7 November 2023, with Younous Omarjee (Chair) 
presiding.

1. Opening debate: Cohesion policy: Achievements, challenges and future  

Speakers: Younous Omarjee, Elisa Ferreira (European Commissioner for Cohesion   
and Reforms), Mercedes Caballero Fernández (Spanish Secretary General for 
European Funds, Ministry of Finance)

2. Open Debate with Members of National Parliaments and Members of the 
European Parliament

Speakers: Dimitrios Papadimoulis (Vice-President of the European Parliament), 
Nicole Le Peih (Member of National Parliament-France), Concetta Damante (Member 
of National Parliament-Italy), Dan-Ştefan Motreanu, Filipe Melo (Member of 
National Parliament-Portugal), Attila Barcza (Member of National Parliament-
Hungary), Matthias Ecke, Elisa Ferreira (European Commissioner for Cohesion   and 
Reforms), Suna Kymäläinen (Member of National Parliament-Finland), Vlad-Marius 
Botoş, Paul Gavan (Member of National Parliament-Ireland), Emmanouil Konsolas 
(Member of National Parliament-Greece), Pascal Arimont, André Rougé, Beatrice 
Lorenzin (Member of National Parliament-Italy), Zbyněk Linhart (Member of 
National Parliament-Czech Republic), Hannes Heide, Mercedes Caballero Fernández 
(Spanish Secretary General for European Funds, Ministry of Finance), Younous 
Omarjee
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* * *

Coffee break

* * *

The meeting adjourned at 11.17 and resumed at 11.26 with Younous Omarjee (Chair) 
presiding.

7 November 2023, 11.00 – 12.30

3. Improving the effectiveness of cohesion policy 

Speakers: Younous Omarjee, Emil Boc (Chair of the Commission for Territorial 
Cohesion Policy and EU Budget (COTER) of the Committee of the Regions, Co-
rapporteur on CoR opinion on the future of Cohesion Policy), Andrey Novakov and 
Marcos Ros Sempere (Co-rapporteurs on the Common Provisions Regulation), Peter 
Berkowitz (Director, DG REGIO, European Commission)

4. Open Debate with Members of National Parliaments and Members of the 
European Parliament

Speakers: Daniel Buda, Ștefan Mușoiu (Member of National Parliament-Romania), 
João Barbosa de Melo (Member of National Parliament-Portugal), Karl-Heinz 
Lambertz (Member of National Parliament-Belgium), Ubaldo Pagano (Member of 
National Parliament-Italy), Maricel Popa (Member of National Parliament-Romania), 
João Azevedo Castro (Member of National Parliament-Portugal), Mauri Pekkarinen, 
Jorge Botelho (Member of National Parliament-Portugal), Éamon Ó Cuív (Member of 
National Parliament-Ireland), Nicole Le Peih (Member of National Parliament-
France), Rovana Plumb

5. Closing remarks by Younous Omarjee, Chair of the Committee on Regional 
Development

The meeting ended at 12.41

* * *

Networking Lunch
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Nicole Le Peih (Member of National Parliament-France), Concetta Damante (Member of National Parliament-Italy), Filipe Melo 
(Member of National Parliament-Portugal), Attila Barcza (Member of National Parliament-Hungary), Suna Kymäläinen (Member of 
National Parliament-Finland), Paul Gavan (Member of National Parliament-Ireland), Emmanouil Konsolas (Member of National 
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Republic), Mercedes Caballero Fernández (Spanish Secretary General for European Funds, Ministry of Finance), Ștefan Mușoiu 
(Member of National Parliament-Romania), João Barbosa de Melo (Member of National Parliament-Portugal), Karl-Heinz Lambertz 
(Member of National Parliament-Belgium), Ubaldo Pagano (Member of National Parliament-Italy), Maricel Popa (Member of National 
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Marta Pilati (Cabinet staff), Ioana Rus (DG REGIO), Ruben Elias Oppenrieder (DG REGIO), Peter Berkowitz (Director, DG REGIO)
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CoR Emil Boc, Nicolas Brookes, Xavier Dutrenit 
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