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Although this Rule, unlike Rule 13(1), does not expressly provide for new nominations to be
introduced between ballots during the election of Vice-Presidents, such action is permissible
because Parliament, being a sovereign body, must be able to consider all possible candidates,
especially since the absence of such an option might impede the smooth running of the election.
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document to be voted on. By analogy with the provisions of Rule 155(7), the President may seek

the agreement of Parliament before doing so.
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The term 'conduct of sittings' includes the matter of the conduct of Members within all of
Parliament's premises.
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Parliament need not normally evaluate the political affinity of members of a group. In forming a
group together under this Rule, Members concerned accept by definition that they have political
affinity. Only when this is denied by the Members concerned is it necessary for Parliament to
evaluate whether the group has been constituted in conformity with the Rules.
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The Conference of Presidents shall take a decision on requests for authorisation to draw up
reports submitted pursuant to paragraph 1 on the basis of implementing provisions which it shall
itself lay down. If a committee's competence to draw up a report for which it has requested
authorisation is challenged, the Conference of Presidents shall take a decision within six weeks on
the basis of a recommendation from the Conference of Committee Chairmen, or, if no such
recommendation is forthcoming, from its chairman. If the Conference of Presidents fails to take a
decision within that period, the recommendation shall be declared to have been approved.
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The wording of this Rule does not lay down any limits to its scope. Requests for application of the

procedure with associated committees concerning non- legislative reports based on Rules 45(1)
and 112(1) and (2) are admissible.

Rule 48 Drafting of reports
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CHAPTER 3 FIRST READING

Committee stage

Rule 49 Modification of a Commission proposal
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Rule 50 Commission and Council position on amendments
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Plenary stage
Rule 51 Conclusion of first reading
( LB # (L] 3 & 1 1 $ 1 - !$
veww ! $ ! 0(
( (B & LB ] w ! ! - - !
T LI b P "
L} L} 3 % 3 & - %
) " - S IS B 11
(L} [} Twww 8! ! ! A (
- 1 3 & 1 () "
! 3 & % 1 ! $ $ < Teww
1§

All reports tabled under the legislative procedure should conform to the provisions of Rules 35, 40
and 42. Any non-legislative motion for a resolution tabled by a committee should be in accordance
with the referral procedures provided for in Rule 45 or 179.
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Rule 52 Rejection of a Commission proposal
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Rule 53 Adoption of amendments to a Commission proposal
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A committee to which a matter has been referred back pursuant to paragraph 2 is principally
required under the terms of that referral to report within the deadline given and, where
appropriate, to table amendments seeking to reach a compromise with the Commission, but not to
reconsider all the provisions approved by Parliament.

However, within these terms of reference, in view of the suspensory effect of the referral, the
committee enjoys a greater degree of freedom and may, where necessary in the interests of the
compromise, propose reconsidering provisions which received a favourable vote in Parliament.

In such cases, in view of the fact that the only admissible amendments from the committee are
those seeking to reach a compromise, and with a view to preserving the sovereignty of the House,
the report referred to in paragraph 2 must clearly state which provisions already approved would
fall if the proposed amendments were adopted.



Follow-up procedure

Rule 54 Follow-up to Parliament's opinion
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Rule 55 Renewed referral to Parliament

( b A
I I 3 LA}
9 - - -
1 1 -
! ! t
9 - $
- 1
9 = 3 1 3 '
9 - - &
( § A
3 11 $ $
% -
1 - 2 -

1 (
1
!
11
By # 1"
3 e
3t
< 1
$ (
!
|
3 3 !
3

b

#

$



_( A TEwN ! $ %

131 - $ - - 11
" " 3 & ! h# 1" !
(R 8 e (R (
o( ] A 1o $ 3
(1] LR} - (L} 1 1
LAl ' 3 l 1 II$ (

Rule 56 Conciliation procedure contained in the 1975 joint declaration
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CHAPTER 4 SECOND READING

Committee stage

Rule 57 Communication of the Council's common position
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Before making the announcement, the President shall establish, after consulting the chairman of
the committee responsible and/or the rapporteur, that the text he has received is indeed a common
position and that the circumstances described in Rule 55 do not apply. Failing this, the President,
together with the committee responsible and, where possible, in agreement with the Council, shall
seek an appropriate solution.
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Rule 58 Extension of time limits
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Rule 59 Referral to and procedure in the committee responsible
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Plenary stage

Rule 60 Conclusion of second reading
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The recommendations for second readings submitted by parliamentary committees are equivalent
to an explanatory statement in which the committee justifies its position in relation to the Council's
common position. There is no vote on these texts.
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Rule 61 Rejection of the Council's common position
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Rule 62 Amendments to the Council's common position
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CHAPTER 5 THIRD READING

Conciliation

Rule 63 Convening of Conciliation Committee
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Plenary stage

Rule 65 Joint text
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CHAPTER 6 CONCLUSION OF THE LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE

Rule 66 First reading agreement
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CHAPTER 7 BUDGETARY PROCEDURES

Rule 69 General Budget
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Rule 70 Discharge to the Commission in respect of implementation of the budget
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Rule 72 Parliamentary control over implementation of the budget
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CHAPTER 8 INTERNAL BUDGETARY PROCEDURES

Rule 73 Estimates of Parliament
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Rule 74 Power to incur and settle expenditure
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CHAPTER 9 ASSENT PROCEDURE

Rule 75 Assent procedure
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CHAPTER 10 ENHANCED COOPERATION

Rule 76 Procedures in Parliament
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CHAPTER 11 OTHER PROCEDURES

Rule 77 Procedure for delivering opinions pursuant to Article 122 of the EC Treaty
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Rule 78 Procedures relating to dialogue between management and labour
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Rule 80 a Recasting
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Rule 81 Implementing measures
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CHAPTER 12 TREATIES AND INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

Rule 82 Accession treaties
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Rule 83 International agreements
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Rule 84 Procedures based on Article 300 of the EC Treaty in the case of provisional
application or the suspension of international agreements or the establishment of the
Community position in a body set up by an international agreement
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CHAPTER 13 EXTERNAL REPRESENTATION OF THE UNION AND
COMMON FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

Rule 85 Appointment of the High Representative for the common foreign and security policy
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Rule 86 Appointment of special representatives for the purposes of the common foreign and
security policy
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Rule 87 Statements by the High Representative for the common foreign and security policy
and by other special representatives
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Rule 88 International representation
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Rule 89 Consultation of and provision of information to Parliament within the framework of
the common foreign and security policy
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(See also interpretation under Rule 114.)
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Rule 90 Recommendations within the framework of the common foreign and security policy
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The non-application of Rule 138 is possible only in committee and only in urgent cases. Neither at
committee meetings not declared to be urgent nor in plenary sitting may there be any departure
from the provisions of Rule 138.

The provision stating that oral amendments shall be admissible means that members may not
object to oral amendments being put to the vote in committee.
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Rule 91 Breach of human rights
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CHAPTER 14 POLICE AND JUDICIAL COOPERATION IN CRIMINAL
MATTERS

Rule 92 Provision of information to Parliament in the fields of police and judicial
cooperation in criminal matters
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Rule 93 Consultation of Parliament in the fields of police and judicial cooperation in
criminal matters
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Rule 94 Recommendations in the fields of police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters
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(See also interpretation under Rule 114.)

CHAPTER 15 BREACH BY A MEMBER STATE OF FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES

Rule 95 Determination of a breach
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TITLE IIT TRANSPARENCY OF BUSINESS

Rule 96 Transparency of Parliament's activities
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Rule 97 Public access to documents
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TITLE IV RELATIONS WITH OTHER BODIES

CHAPTER 1 APPOINTMENTS

Rule 98 Election of the President of the Commission
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Rule 101 Appointment of the Members of the Court of Auditors
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Rule 102 Appointment of the Members of the Executive Board of the European Central
Bank
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CHAPTER 2 STATEMENTS

Rule 103 Statements by the Commission, Council and European Council
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Rule 104 Statements explaining Commission decisions
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Rule 105 Statements by the Court of Auditors
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Rule 106 Statements by the European Central Bank
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Rule 107 Recommendation on the broad guidelines of economic policies
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CHAPTER 3 QUESTIONS TO THE COUNCIL, THE COMMISSION AND
THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK

Rule 108 Questions for oral answer with debate
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The author of the question is entitled to use the whole period of speaking time mentioned.
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Rule 109 Question Time
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Rule 110 Questions for written answer
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Rule 111 Questions for written answer to the European Central Bank
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CHAPTER 4 REPORTS OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS

Rule 112 Annual reports and other reports of other institutions
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CHAPTER 5 RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Rule 113 Motions for resolutions
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Committees have a duty to ensure that motions for resolutions tabled pursuant to this Rule which
meet the requirements laid down are followed up and duly referred to in documents produced as a
result.

Rule 114 Recommendations to the Council
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No prior authorisation from the Conference of Presidents is required for the application of this
paragraph.
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Rule 115 Debates on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law
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Votes taken pursuant to this Rule may be organised on a collective basis under the responsibility
of the President and the Conference of Presidents.

The provisions of Rules 167, 168 and 170 shall not apply to motions for resolutions included on
the agenda for a debate on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law.

Motions for resolutions shall be tabled for a debate on cases of breaches of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law only after the list of subjects has been adopted. Motions for
resolutions that cannot be dealt with in the time allocated to the debate shall lapse. The same shall
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apply to motions for resolutions in respect of which it is established, following a request under
Rule 149(3), that a quorum is not present. Obviously Members shall be entitled to retable such
motions either for consideration in committee pursuant to Rule 113 or for the debate on cases of
breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law at the next part-session.

A subject cannot be included on the agenda for a debate on cases of breaches of human rights,
democracy and the rule of law if it is already on the agenda for that part-session.

There are no provisions in the Rules to allow a joint debate on a motion for a resolution tabled in
accordance with paragraph 2, second subparagraph, and a committee report on the same subject.

When a request is made pursuant to Rule 149(3) that it be established whether a quorum is
present, this request shall be valid only for the motion for a resolution which is to be put to the
vote and not for those which follow.

Rule 116 Written declarations
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Rule 117 Consultation of the European Economic and Social Committee
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Rule 118 Consultation of the Committee of the Regions

( g 3 s -
3 ! 1



( A 3 $ & s
- $

Rule 119 Requests to European Agencies
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CHAPTER 6 INTERINSTITUTIONAL AGREEMENTS

Rule 120 Interinstitutional agreements
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CHAPTER 7 REFERRALS TO THE COURT OF JUSTICE

Rule 121 Proceedings before the Court of Justice
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Rule 122 Consequences of the Council failing to act following approval of its common
position under the cooperation procedure
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TITLE V RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS

Rule 123 Exchange of information, contacts and reciprocal facilities
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TITLE VI SESSIONS

CHAPTER 1 SESSIONS OF PARLIAMENT

Rule 126 Parliamentary term, sessions, part-sessions, sittings

( . ! LAl e - LAl 1 ll$
1 & 0TS 75

( . $ ! ! $ 3 . (
~( .1 $ 3 . &

$ & 3

Sittings of Parliament held on the same day shall be deemed to be a single sitting.

Rule 127 Convening of Parliament
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Rule 128 Venue of sittings and meetings
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Proposals for additional part-sessions in Brussels and any amendments thereto will require only a
majority of the votes cast.
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CHAPTER 2 ORDER OF BUSINESS OF PARLIAMENT

Rule 130 Draft agenda
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Rule 134 Urgent procedure
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Rule 135 Joint debate



Rule 136 Time limits
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CHAPTER 3 GENERAL RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF SITTINGS

Rule 137 Access to the Chamber
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Where it has been established after the result of a vote has been announced that there are
discrepancies between different language versions, the President shall decide whether the result
announced is valid pursuant to Rule 164(5). If he declares the result valid, he shall decide which
version is to be regarded as having been adopted. However, the original version cannot be taken
as the official text as a general rule, since a situation may arise in which all the other languages

differ from the original text.

Rule 139 Transitional arrangement
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Rule 140 Distribution of documents
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Rule 141 Calling speakers and content of speeches
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Rule 142 Allocation of speaking time
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Rule 143 List of speakers

( . LA 1ll$
- A
(
I < ! & ~
-( A o= & §l
LIS
1 < 1 3 (
0 18 1<
(
1
A ! $

( 1" - <

i 3

A & I <
1%
$ 3 "< & $
& $ $ %
(
(



CHAPTER 4 MEASURES TO BE TAKEN IN THE EVENT OF NON-
COMPLIANCE WITH THE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT OF MEMBERS

Rule 146 Immediate measures
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Rule 148 Internal appeal procedures
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CHAPTER 5 QUORUM AND VOTING

Rule 149 Quorum
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A request for the quorum to be established must be made by at least forty Members. A request on
behalf of a political group is not admissible.

When establishing the result of the vote, account must be taken, pursuant to paragraph 2, of all the
Members present in the Chamber and, pursuant to paragraph 4, of all the Members who asked for
the quorum to be established. The electronic voting system cannot be used for this purpose. The
doors of the Chamber may not be closed.

If the number of Members required to make up the quorum is not present, the President shall not
announce the result of the vote but shall declare that the quorum is not present.

Paragraph 3 last sentence shall not apply to votes on procedural motions but only to votes on the
subject matter itself.
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Rule 150 Tabling and moving amendments
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In this Rule and Rule 151 the term "text" means the whole of a motion for a resolution/draft
legislative resolution, of a proposal for a decision or of a Commission proposal.
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Oral amendments tabled in committee may be put to the vote unless one of the committee's
members objects.

Rule 151 Admissibility of amendments
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The President's decision pursuant to paragraph 3 concerning the admissibility of amendments is
not based exclusively on the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Rule but on the provisions of
the Rules in general.
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Rule 152 Voting procedure
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Rule 155 Order of voting on amendments
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Pursuant to Rule 151(3), the President shall decide whether amendments are admissible. In the
case of compromise amendments tabled after the close of a debate, pursuant to this paragraph, the
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President shall decide on their admissibility case by case, having regard to the compromise nature
of the amendments.
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Only the President may propose that a compromise amendment be considered. In order for a
compromise amendment to be put to the vote, the President must obtain the agreement of
Parliament by asking whether there are any objections to such a vote being held. If an objection is
raised, Parliament shall decide on the matter by a majority of the votes cast.
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Rule 158 Right to vote
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Any infringement of this Rule shall be considered as a serious case of disorder as referred to in
Rule 147(1) and shall have the legal consequences mentioned in that Rule.

Rule 159 Voting
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Rule 160 Voting by roll call
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Rule 161 Electronic voting
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Rule 162 Voting by secret ballot
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When a request for a secret ballot is submitted before voting begins by at least one-fifth of the
component Members of Parliament, Parliament must hold such a vote.
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The names of Members who have taken part in a secret ballot shall be recorded in the minutes of
the sitting at which the ballot was held.

Rule 163 Explanations of vote
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Explanations of vote shall be admissible on the final vote on any subject submitted to Parliament.
The term "final vote" does not prejudge the type of vote, but means the last vote on any item.
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Explanations of vote given either orally or in writing must have a direct bearing on the text being
put to the vote.

Rule 164 Disputes on voting



CHAPTER 6 INTERRUPTIVE AND PROCEDURAL MOTIONS

Rule 165 Procedural motions

( A LB & ! LB %

, $ * 5,t

3, $ < * 6,t

, $ 7.t

, = " $ & * 5+,t

, 1 3% 5t

<1 & A I
- 3 $ e LA & l < &
3 LA !! LA AR ! $ (

( I <3 i (

Rule 166 Points of order

( 1 --$ (K] $ - ! < -
! [ K] 8 (_ 1 --$ ! -
3(
( A ! < ! & A <
—( 1 < 3 # (
0( < ! "
3 wwww ' $
( & $ < b (
2( # 1 b " 3 s
"9 ! " ( ! 3
: $ 'S

A request to raise a point of order shall relate to the agenda item under discussion. The President
may take a point of order concerning a different matter at an appropriate time, e.g., after the
discussion of the agenda item in question is closed or before the sitting is suspended.

56



Rule 167 Moving the inadmissibility of a matter
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Rule 170 Adjournment of a debate and vote
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Any decision by Parliament to adjourn a debate to a subsequent part-session shall specify the
part-session on the agenda of which the debate is to be included, on the understanding that the
agenda for that part-session shall be drawn up pursuant to Rules 130 and 132.

Rule 171 Suspension or closure of the sitting
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CHAPTER 7 PUBLIC RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Rule 172 Minutes
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In the context of legislative proceedings, any amendments adopted by Parliament are also deemed
to be decisions within the meaning of this paragraph, even if the relevant Commission proposal or
the Council's common position is ultimately rejected, pursuant to Rule 52(1) or Rule 61(3)
respectively.
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Rule 173 Verbatim reports
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Rule 173 a Audiovisual record of proceedings
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TITLE VII COMMITTEES AND DELEGATIONS

CHAPTER 1 COMMITTEES - SETTING UP AND POWERS

Rule 174 Setting up of standing committees

The powers of standing committees can be determined at a time other than that at which the
committee is set up.

Rule 175 Setting up of temporary committees
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As the powers, composition and term of office of temporary committees are decided at the same
time as these committees are set up, Parliament cannot subsequently decide to alter their powers
either by increasing or reducing them.

Rule 176 Committees of inquiry
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Only the proposal from the Conference of Presidents concerning the composition of a committee
of inquiry (paragraph 3) is open to amendments, in accordance with Rule 177(2).

The subject of the inquiry as defined by one-quarter of Parliament's component Members
(paragraph 3) and the period laid down in paragraph 4 are not open to amendments.

Rule 177 Composition of committees
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When a Member changes political groups he shall retain, for the remainder of his two and a half
year term of office, the seats he holds in parliamentary committees. However, if a Member's
change of political group has the effect of disturbing the fair representation of political views in a
committee, new proposals for the composition of that committee shall be made by the Conference
of Presidents in accordance with the procedure laid down in paragraph 1, second sentence,
whereby the individual rights of the Member concerned shall be guaranteed.
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$3 3 & 3 (
Paragraph 2 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the Non-attached Members.
The advance notification provided for in the last sentence of paragraph 2 must be given before the

end of the debate or before the opening of the vote on the item or items for which the full member
is to be replaced.
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Rule 179 Duties of committees
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(See interpretation under Rule 175.)
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CHAPTER 2 COMMITTEES - FUNCTIONING

Rule 183 Committee meetings
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By analogy, the decision on whether to allow Members' personal assistants to be present at
committee meetings shall be left to the discretion of each committee.

The committee responsible may, subject to approval by the Bureau, organise a hearing of experts
if it considers such a hearing essential to the effective conduct of its work on a particular subject.

Committees asked for opinions may attend the hearing if they so wish.
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CHAPTER 3 INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS
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TITLE VIII PETITIONS

Rule 191 Right of petition
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TITLE IX OMBUDSMAN

Rule 194 Appointment of the Ombudsman
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Rule 196 Dismissal of the Ombudsman
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TITLE X PARLIAMENT'S SECRETARIAT

Rule 197 Secretariat

( " $
97 3&
=8
( ] 97
- $ $
~( i
3 3
1& 3
L
3

9? N



TITLE XI POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES RELATING TO
POLITICAL PARTIES AT EUROPEAN LEVEL

Rule 198 Powers and responsibilities of the President
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TITLE XII APPLICATION AND AMENDMENT OF THE RULES OF
PROCEDURE

Rule 201 Application of the Rules of Procedure
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TITLE XIIT MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Rule 203 Unfinished business
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ANNEX I Provisions governing the application of Rule 9(1) - Transparency and
Members' financial interests
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The register may be open to the public for inspection electronically.
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ANNEX II Conduct of Question Time under Rule 109
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ANNEX III Guidelines and general principles to be followed when choosing the
subjects to be included on the agenda for the debate on cases of breaches of
human rights, democracy and the rule of law provided for under Rule 115

Fundamental principles

( $ 3¢& " &
LA % nwww % 1 ll$ %
$ i $ ! & Hl & 19
19 | - & $ (
( 1 # 2++ = (
~( $ 3 1 3 ! "3
$ 3& ! hro& ! (
0( $ $- $ b $ "
! # b 3 % 1

( ) <8 & $4 § 3

! 3 ! b 3 -
1 <3 1 & b b $

$ 3 "(

Deadline for tabling amendments

5( . $ 3 LA LA} - LR ] $ -

$ 33 ' $ '
$ 1% ! 3 1! 3¢& " (



ANNEX IV Implementing procedures for examination of the general budget of
the European Union and supplementary budgets

Article 1 Working documents
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Article 6 Total rejection
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ANNEX V Procedure for the consideration and adoption of decisions on the
granting of discharge

Article 1 Documents
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ANNEX VI Powers and responsibilities of standing committees *’

I.Committee on Foreign Affairs
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IX.Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
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X.Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
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XI.Committee on Transport and Tourism
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XV.Committee on Culture and Education
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XIX.Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality
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ANNEX VII Confidential and sensitive documents and information

A.Consideration of confidential documents communicated to Parliament
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B.Access by Parliament to sensitive information in the field of security and defence policy
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3.Arrangements for access to and handling of sensitive information
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C.Implementation of the Interinstitutional Agreement governing Parliament access to
sensitive information in the sphere of security and defence policy
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ANNEX VIII Detailed provisions governing the exercise of the European
Parliament's right of inquiry

Decision of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission of 19 April 1995 on
the detailed provisions governing the exercise of the European Parliament's right of inquiry
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ANNEX IX Provisions governing the application of Rule 9(4) - Lobbying in
Parliament
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ANNEX X Performance of the Ombudsman's duties

A.Decision of the European Parliament on the regulations and general conditions governing
the performance of the Ombudsman's duties 3
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ANNEX XI Prevention of fraud, corruption and any illegal activity detrimental
to the Communities' interests

European Parliament Decision concerning the terms and conditions for internal
investigations in relation to the prevention of fraud, corruption and any illegal activity
detrimental to the Communities' interests **
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ANNEX XII Exercise of implementing powers conferred on the Commission

A.Extract from the European Parliament resolution *® on the agreement between the

European Parliament and the Commission on procedures for implementing Council Decision
1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying down the procedures for the exercise of implementing
powers conferred on the Commission ¥
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B.Agreement between the European Parliament and the Commission on procedures for
implementing Council Decision 1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying down the procedures for
the exercise of implementing powers conferred on the Commission
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ANNEX XIII Framework Agreement on relations between the European
Parliament and the Commission
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(ii) External relations, enlargement and international agreements
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IV. COOPERATION AS REGARDS LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURES AND PLANNING

(i) Commission political and legislative programmes and the European Union's multi-annual
programming
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Annex 1: Forwarding of confidential information to the European Parliament
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Annex 2: Timetable for the Commission legislative and work programme
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ANNEX XYV List of Parliament documents directly accessible through the
register

1.Documents relating to Parliament's activities
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4.Third-party documents
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ANNEX XVI Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 on public access to documents

European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of 30 May 2001 regarding
public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents™
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