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European defence-related industries  

European Parliament resolution on European defence industries    

 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Commission communication on 'Implementing European Union 

strategy on defence-related industries' (COM(1997) 583), 

 

– having regard to the Capability Improvement Conference and the related European 

Capability Action Plan of 19 November 2001, 

 

A. whereas EU Foreign and Defence Ministers, at the General Affairs Council meeting of 

19-20 November 2001, clearly indicated the remaining deficiencies of military 

capabilities in the field of intelligence, logistics, communications and air transport 

systems, 

 

B. whereas EU Member States spend the equivalent of about 60% of the US defence budget, 

but the return in military capabilities is only the equivalent of 10%, 

 

C. considering that improvements in military capabilities can primarily be achieved by 

rationalising defence efforts and increasing synergy between national and multinational 

projects, 

 

1. Welcomes the efforts made by the European defence industries to restructure and to 

rationalise; believes that these efforts should be fully supported by public bodies; 

 

2. Reiterates its view that a strong, efficient and viable European armaments industry and an 

effective procurement policy are vital to the development of the ESDP; 

 

3. Reiterates its support for the Commission’s 1997 Action Plan included in the 

abovementioned Commission communication and regrets that so little progress has been 

made in implementing this plan; 

 

4. Calls upon the Commission to develop an updated Action Plan and submit it to the 

Council and Parliament as soon as possible; believes that this updated action plan should 

consider inter-alia: 

 

- the extent to which the EU’s common commercial policy and the discipline of the 

Single Market should be applied to the defence industries, 

 

- the possibility of developing a defence equivalent of the Advisory Council for 

Aeronautics Research in Europe so that European research in the defence field can 

be better pooled and coordinated, 

 



 

- what further measures are needed to facilitate the establishment of transnational 

companies, 

 

- how the integration of the industries in the accession countries can be achieved; 

 

5. Notes that the aerospace sector has taken the lead in restructuring, but that more 

cooperation in the sphere of land and naval equipment is needed; 

 

6. Believes that defence standardisation is imperative and calls for greater efforts to be made 

to achieve this; 

 

7. Calls on the Member States to give greater priority to the creation of a European 

Armaments Agency; 

 

8. Believes that Article 296 of the Treaty should only be invoked in matters involving 

significant national sensitivities; 

 

9. Believes that the efficient application of the Code of Conduct on Arms Exports should be 

considered as an integrated part of the European armaments industrial policy; believes 

that the code should be further developed and made legally binding, and that within the 

post-Nice process the question of arms exports should come under Community 

competence, thus removing an important obstacle to EU cooperation in the field of 

defence industries; 

 

10. Welcomes the progress made on the six-nation Letter of Intent process; believes that, in 

the long term, all Members States should be able to participate; 

 

11. Urges Member States to give absolute priority in their defence procurement to fulfilling 

the capabilities requirement of the ESDP, and to ensure that special attention is paid to the 

requirements of the Rapid Intervention Force, which should be seen as a pilot project on 

this theme; 

 

12. Calls on the Council and the Commission to maintain a dialogue with the US authorities 

with a view to enhancing the possibilities of trans-Atlantic consolidation and mergers; 

 

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council and the 

governments of the Member States. 

 


