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Application and enforcement of international trade rules  ***I 

European Parliament legislative resolution of 2 April 2014 on the proposal for a 

regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the exercise of the 

Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade rules 

(COM(2012)0773 – C7-0415/2012 – 2012/0359(COD)) 

 

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading) 

 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the 

Council (COM(2012)0773),  

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 207 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament 

(C7-0415/2012),  

 having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

– having regard to the undertaking given by the Council representative by letter of 5 February 

2014 to approve Parliament's position, in accordance with Article 294(4) of the Treaty on 

the Functioning of the European Union, 

– having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on International Trade (A7-0308/2013), 

1. Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out1; 

2. Takes note of the Commission statement annexed to this resolution; 

3. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its 

proposal substantially or replace it with another text; 

4. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 

national parliaments. 

                                                 
1  This position replaces the amendments adopted on 23 October 2013 (Texts adopted 

P7_TA(2013)0439). 



 

 

P7_TC1-COD(2012)0359 

Position of the European Parliament adopted at first reading on 2 April 2014 with a view 

to the adoption of Regulation (EU) No .../2014 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council concerning the exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement 

of international trade rules and amending Council Regulation (EC) No 3286/94 laying 

down Community procedures in the field of the common commercial policy in order to 

ensure the exercise of the Community's rights under international trade rules, in 

particular those established under the auspices of the World Trade Organization 

(As an agreement was reached between Parliament and Council, Parliament's position 

corresponds to the final legislative act, Regulation (EU) No 654/2014.) 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX TO THE LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 

 

COMMISSION’S STATEMENT 

 

The Commission welcomes the adoption of the Regulation of the European Parliament and of 

the Council concerning the exercise of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of 

international trade rules and amending Council Regulation (EC) No 3286/94.  

 

Under the Regulation, the Commission is empowered to adopt implementing acts in certain 

specific situations, on the basis of objective criteria and subject to the control of the Member 

States. In exercising that empowerment, the Commission intends to act in accordance with this 

Declaration. 

 

When preparing draft implementing acts, the Commission will undertake extensive 

consultations with a view to ensuring that all relevant interests are duly taken into account. 

Through those consultations, the Commission expects to receive input from private 

stakeholders affected by third country measures or by possible commercial policy measures to 

be adopted by the Union. Similarly, the Commission expects to receive input from public 

authorities that may be involved in the implementation of possible commercial policy measures 

to be adopted by the Union. In the case of measures in the field of public procurement, in 

particular input from Member States’ public authorities will be duly taken into account in the 

preparation of draft implementing acts. 

 

The Commission recognizes the importance of Member States receiving timely information 

when it is considering the adoption of implementing acts under this Regulation so as to enable 

them to contribute to fully informed decisions and will act to achieve this objective. 

 



 

 

 

The Commission confirms that it will promptly transmit to the Parliament and to the Council 

draft implementing acts that it submits to the committee of Member States. Similarly, it will 

promptly transmit to the Parliament and the Council final draft implementing acts following the 

delivery of opinions in the committee. 

 

The Commission will keep the Parliament and the Council regularly informed of international 

developments that may lead to situations requiring the adoption of measures under the 

Regulation. This will be done through the responsible committees in Council and in Parliament.  

 

The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s intention to promote a structured dialogue on 

dispute settlement and enforcement issues and will fully engage in dedicated sessions with the 

responsible Parliamentary committee to exchange views on trade disputes and enforcement 

actions, including with regard to impacts on Union industries. 

 

Finally, the Commission confirms that it attaches great importance to ensuring that the 

Regulation is an effective and efficient tool for the enforcement of the Union’s rights under 

international trade agreements, including in the field of trade in services. Therefore, the 

Commission will, in accordance with the provisions of the Regulation, review the scope of 

Article 5 with a view to covering additional commercial policy measures concerning trade in 

services as soon as the conditions for ensuring the workability and effectiveness of such 

measures are present. 

 

 


