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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on International Trade 
(INTA), as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

- having regard to its resolutions of 13 January 2005 on transatlantic relations1 and of 9 June 
2005 on ensuring the success of the forthcoming EU-US summit in Washington DC on 20 
June 20052 ,

- having regard to the results achieved so far in cooperation between the United States and the 
European Union, which were analysed in an independent report marking the 10th anniversary 
of the New Transatlantic Agenda,

A. whereas the object of this opinion is not so much to analyse and assess EU-US 
cooperation, but rather to examine the effectiveness of the forms and methods used,

B. whereas in its resolutions on transatlantic relations it has already pointed several times – 
most recently in its resolution of 9 June 2005 – to the need for a transatlantic air 
transport agreement in particular,

1. Notes that the global challenges facing the European Union and the United States make it 
necessary to further intensify the cooperation between them, focussing on those areas which 
will strengthen the leading role of the EU and USA in the world;

2. Maintains, given that trade and tourism are vital to both sides, that the transatlantic 
partnership agreement to be concluded in 2007 must, without fail, also include a separate 
chapter on transport policy and a comprehensive transatlantic air transport agreement 
should be laid down without delay;

3. Considers that cooperation in the transport sector above and beyond traditional transport 
relations can be shaped more effectively in new areas not governed by outdated laws (e.g. 
Galileo) (deletion);

4. Recognises the need to facilitate tourism between the EU and the USA, which can, inter 
alia, bring the peoples of Europe and the United States closer together.

5. Stresses that, despite the proposals sometimes made, transatlantic relations do not require 
new and revolutionary initiatives in the form of a transatlantic treaty, but can be conducted 
under existing instruments in amended form, such as in particular the New Transatlantic 
Agenda, now 10 years old, which should be transformed into a transatlantic partnership 
agreement with a separate chapter on transport, supplemented by (deletion) summits, 
meetings between the members of the US Congressional and European Parliament 
committees responsible for transport, meetings between the US transport minister and the 
competent EU Commissioner, and Commission officials, together with cooperation 
between agencies responsible for air safety and the appropriate bodies of the federal 

1  P6_TA(2005)0007.
2  P6_TA(2005)0238.
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administration;

6. Stresses that in the long-term cooperation between the US Congress and the European 
Parliament should play a major role and should take the form of an on-going dialogue 
within the framework of a transatlantic assembly;

7. Considers that, while some of the blame for the difficulties in negotiating a definitive EU-
US air transport agreement must lie with the US Administration, which wants nonetheless 
to resolve highly important issues through bilateral contacts, a similar attitude can also be 
seen on the part of some Member States; it is therefore necessary to harmonise internal EU 
action, since the success of external relations depends essentially on harmonisation  to 
reconcile the different points of view (as also shown by the examples of Galileo and 
GSM).
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