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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a
resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that the Court of Auditors found the European Maritime Safety
Agency's accounts for 2008 to be reliable and regarded the transactions underlying them,
taken as a whole, as legal and regular;

2. Notes that the Agency received EUR 44,3 million in commitment appropriations and
EUR 46,89 million in payment appropriations from the 2008 EU budget;

3. Regrets that the procedures for establishing the budget were insufficiently rigorous,
leading to a high number of budgetary transfers and a high level of cancellation of
payment appropriations, indicating weaknesses in planning and monitoring;

4. Recognises that some of these problems were one-off events related to the move to the
Agency's long term office building;

5. Notes with concern that legal commitments were entered into before the corresponding
budgetary commitments, even though the Court of Auditors had already criticised this
behaviour in 2006 and 2007; calls on the Agency to present a detailed plan to the
Parliament to ensure that these shortcomings do not recur;

6. Is disappointed that the Agency failed to prepare a multi-annual work programme and
that its annual work programme was not related to its commitment budget; welcomes the
Agency's assurance that it is finalising a five-year strategy and developing Key
Performance Indicators and asks that this strategy be presented to the Parliament as soon
as possible;

7. Proposes, nevertheless, that Parliament grant the Executive Director of the European
Maritime Safety Agency discharge in respect of the implementation of the Agency's
budget for the financial year 2008.
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