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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the transport sector accounts for approximately 27% of EU greenhouse gas 
emissions and this percentage is increasing,

B. whereas on 8 and 9 March 2007 the European Council approved the setting of an 
objective for the European Union of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 by 
20% or by 30%, in the event of international agreement, compared with 1990, and 
whereas this objective cannot be achieved without a strategy consistent with this 
objective being applied to the transport sector,

C. whereas climate change is a reality that is largely caused by human activity, the 
challenge being to bring together all the players involved in a global and sustainable 
effort to protect the climate, combining prevention, mitigation and adaptation 
measures, and whereas the policies drawn up for this purpose need to be both sectoral 
and cross-sectoral,

1. Regrets the lack of attention paid to the transport sector in the Commission’s White 
Paper entitled ‘Adapting to climate change: Towards a European framework for 
action’ (COM(2009)0147) and hopes that the upcoming White Paper on a European 
future common transport policy up to 2020 will focus on integrating climate change 
adaptation and mitigation into transport policy;

2. Draws attention to the fact that the budget resources allocated to fund the measures 
required by climate change are inadequate; 

3. Calls on the Commission to propose, as part of its second revision of the financial 
rules for EU-funded programmes, new approaches to transport funding and 
investments as well as innovative integrated funding instruments related to climate 
change adaptation, which are crucial to the success of EU transport policies;

4. Stresses that efforts by the transport sector to adapt will be particularly difficult in the 
face of climate change and that it is companies in the sector which are at present 
making the majority of the efforts; considers, however, that efforts by this sector and 
its companies to adapt must not simply be independent, bearing in mind what is at 
stake in terms of the competitiveness of the whole of the European economy, and that 
they must be fully taken into account in the strategic approach to adaptation, in 
particular by proposing action to increase the resilience of the transport sector; 

5. Considers that the economic, social and financial consequences of the implementation 
of measures to combat climate change in the transport sector, such as the effects of the 
reorganisation of this sector (for example, under the impact of modal shift and 
multimodal transportation capabilities), are still not adequately known or anticipated; 
stresses that the Commission should develop the collection of data on the development 
of this sector and define vulnerability indicators and methods for exchanging best 
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practice and experience for its various component parts (road, rail, air and maritime 
transport);

6. Recalls the motion for a resolution on the Green Paper on the future TEN-T policy of 
22 April 2009, which stressed that climate change and sustainable development should 
be integrated in the infrastructure policy for all transport modes in order to achieve EU 
targets for reducing CO2 emissions;

7. Considers that the TEN-T review should take into account the fact that it should be 
possible for projects to be adapted to and resist the impacts of climate change;

8. Stresses that the Commission should evaluate the effectiveness of different modes of 
transport for the distribution of goods and ways of increasing intermodality between 
different modes in our cities in a new sustainable urban mobility plan for European 
cities, based on adapting our cities to the effects of climate change;

9. Calls on the Commission and Member States to draw up an efficient urban mobility 
policy which will reduce traffic congestion and pollution in large urban areas through 
the development of public transport and co-modality and the use of intelligent 
transport systems; 

10. Approves the action proposed in order to increase the resilience of physical 
infrastructure; stresses that such action must cover not only the construction but also 
the maintenance of infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, and calls on the 
Commission to incorporate the need to reassess safety and technical standards in the 
light of new climate impacts into the work programme of Community agencies 
working in the field of transport safety;

11. Considers that mountainous areas in the Union will be particularly affected by climate 
change, which progresses more quickly in these vulnerable regions with an impact on 
employment, accessibility, land use, tourism and infrastructure, which would have 
justified providing in the White Paper for specific action to ‘increase the resilience of 
mountainous areas’; suggests, therefore, that the Commission should draft Community 
guidelines on adaptation to climate change in mountainous areas, in the context of a 
general policy on spatial planning in the face of this challenge, insofar as they are 
particularly sensitive geographical areas like coastal and marine areas;

12. Calls on the Commission and Member States to implement specific measures to 
protect coastal areas and the marine environment, in line with the common maritime 
policy, which takes into due account maritime transport, the protection of the marine 
environment and the administration and development of coastal areas as part of an 
integrated approach;

13. Calls on the Commission to invest in research and innovation for adapting transport 
and its infrastructure to the effects of climate change and extreme weather conditions, 
especially in coastal and maritime areas, mountainous regions and earthquake 
sensitive areas, in conjunction with research to reduce the factors causing climate 
change, including green car programmes, intelligent transport systems and traffic 
management systems;
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14. Calls on the Commission and Member States to promote and support the long-term 
integrated planning of transport and energy infrastructures and land-use planning;

15. Calls on the Commission, as a matter of the greatest possible urgency, to improve the 
knowledge and observation of climate impacts through the European Environment 
Agency, the Joint Research Centre and the European Drought Observatory, making 
use of new satellite monitoring technologies and intelligent transport systems 
whenever possible;

16. Calls specifically on the Commission to pay particular attention to mapping and 
assessing the impacts in mountain and coastal areas, where it is predicted that the 
rising temperature and sea levels could bring about significant changes in the tourism 
sector, on which they rely heavily, and to propose measures where necessary;

17. Considers that, with regard to instruments and financing, the action proposed in the 
White Paper is very vague; calls on the Commission to favour modes of financing 
which are in line with the ‘polluter pays’ principle, for all modes of transport; calls on 
the Commission to complement the financing for adapting to climate change by 
mobilising the Structural Funds and some of the appropriations from the European 
Economic Recovery Plan, and by giving priority to financing solutions to the 
challenges of climate change in the next financial perspective for the period after 
2013, so as to help bring about ‘green’ and sustainable growth, create jobs and support 
stakeholders in the transport and tourism sector through innovation and research; 
stresses that all modes of transport have to gradually internalise their external climate 
change costs;

18. Underlines that transport policies should be better integrated into other policy areas, 
especially energy security, water supply, land-use planning, urban planning and public 
health, in order to achieve a systemic approach to adapting to climate change;

19. Considers that the Impact and Adaptation Steering Group could provide for Members 
of the European Parliament working in the relevant parliamentary committees to 
participate (in particular the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy and the Committee on Transport and Tourism);

20. Stresses that the Lisbon Treaty will in future allow the Commission to take support 
and coordination measures in the area of tourism; calls on the Commission to propose 
measures and action enabling an adaptation strategy specific to the tourism sector to 
be defined (improving knowledge of climate change, risk prevention policy, and a 
policy on adapting to the ensuing changes, information for consumers, etc.);

21. Stresses the need for accessible, detailed and full information for the general public 
and stakeholders in the transport and tourism sector on the causes and effects of 
climate change and on the ways in which these effects may alter lifestyles and means 
of transport, types of travel, the organisation of these sectors, the construction and 
maintenance of infrastructure and charges for its use, spatial planning and the supply 
of natural resources; stresses that adequate funding for such information campaigns is 
essential and account must be taken of the need to adapt these messages to the 
Member States and their regions.
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