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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the finding of the Court of Auditors that the accounts of the European 
Aviation Safety Agency ('the Agency') for the 2013 financial year are in order;

2. Notes that the Agency’s annual budget for 2013 was EUR 151,2 million, of which EUR 
34,9 million came from the Union and EUR 116,3 million from other sources, including 
income from fees and charges (EUR 83,8 million), and that the implementation rate was 
98 %;

3. Highlights the Agency’s vital role in ensuring the highest possible level of aviation 
safety throughout Europe; notes also that the current review of the Single European Sky 
legislation could lead to greater powers being granted to the Agency; stresses that 
should this be the case, the Agency will need to be given the necessary financial, 
material and human resources to perform its tasks successfully;

4. Welcomes the fact that further to the request made by Parliament in the 2012 discharge 
procedure, the Agency has proceeded to complete the publication of the Annual 
Declarations of Interests and CVs of the Agency's managers, members of its 
Management Board and members of its Board of Appeal on its website, thereby 
demonstrating its progress in eliminating its conflicts of interests;

5. Welcomes the revision of the EASA Regulation and underlines the need to revise the 
code of conduct of the Agency's employees in order to avoid any potential conflict of 
interest; proposes that in this regard, there should be a regular screening of the 
implementation of the code of conduct and the cases themselves by the Court of 
Auditors;

6. Notes that the Agency further reduced the overall level of carry-overs of committed 
appropriations from EUR 10,1 million (11 %) in 2012 to EUR 7,2 million euro (8 %) in 
2013; invites the Agency to continue in its effort to reduce carry-overs in order to fully 
comply with the budgetary principle of annuality; notes, however, that half of this carry-
over is due to title III (operational spending) and that this is justified by the multiannual 
nature of the Agency's operations;

7. Recalls Parliament's position in the budgetary procedure that staff financed by fees paid 
by the industry and consequently not financed by the Union budget should not be 
affected by the 2 % yearly cut applied by the Union; considers that the Commission 
should treat agencies financed primarily by the Union budget as a separate case and put 
forward a specific framework for agencies financed mainly by operators fees, which 
should be in proportion to the services provided by the agency concerned.

8. Regrets the fact that despite the Agency's efforts, it has not yet been possible, 14 years 
after the Agency was set up, to conclude the agreement on the Agency’s headquarter; 
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recalls that according to the Common Approach on EU decentralised agencies agreed 
between the Council, Parliament and the Commission, “all agencies should have 
headquarters agreements, which should be concluded before the agency starts its 
operational phase;” notes in this regard that another agency, the European Insurance and 
Occupational Pensions Authority , signed a headquarter agreement with the German 
Government in 2011; urges the host country to conclude an agreement with the Agency 
as quickly as possible with a view to clarifying relations between national judicial 
authorities and enabling the Agency to perform its legal task without hindrance; calls on 
the Commission to take the opportunity available this year to amend the act establishing 
the Agency with a view to securing a headquarters agreement, allowing the Agency to 
operate unimpeded; calls, therefore, to be notified of the final decision on the Agency’s 
headquarters;

9. Proposes that Parliament grant the Executive Director of the European Aviation Safety 
Agency discharge in respect of the implementation of the Agency’s budget for the 
financial year 2013.
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