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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses that total recovery of funds redeployed from the Connected Europe Facility 
(CEF) to the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) should be one of the key 
priorities for the mid-term revision of the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 
(MFF); insists that chosen priorities and designated financing are respected in future and 
no more reductions in the of CEF budget or in other instruments for transport projects are 
made until 2020;

2. Calls on the Commission to provide Parliament with an assessment of EFSI-funded 
projects on transport and tourism as soon as possible;

3. Is of the opinion that, with a view to arriving at the best possible decision on the review of 
the MFF, the Commission should submit, as soon as possible, a report on the 
implementation and take-up level of structural and cohesion funds in tourism and 
transport and infrastructure projects, specifying which contribute to the development of 
the core network, the corridors and the comprehensive network;

4. Emphasises, in this context, the vital importance of adequate EU funding for the projects 
identified in the TEN-T Core Network Corridor Work Plans; highlights that this also 
requires enhanced coverage of transport policy related areas such as multi-modality and 
efficient logistics, upgrading and maintenance of existing transport infrastructure, 
interoperability, road safety and accessibility, intelligent transport systems, synergies with 
other sectors, emission reduction, urban mobility and clean fuel equipment for sustainable 
development and the better integration of urban nodes;

5. Underlines that the past calls for proposals under the CEF, published in 2014 and 2015, 
have been oversubscribed threefold and that this clearly shows a very significant pipeline 
of projects with strong EU added value that could absorb additional resources (beyond the 
recovery of redeployed funds); is concerned that almost no funds remain available for new 
projects in the remaining four years of the MFF; recalls the original CEF allocation before 
the final MFF decision; calls on the Commission to evaluate the possibility of increasing 
the total envelope of the CEF, including an increase in the cohesion envelope of the CEF;

6. Highlights that the EFSI makes a worthwhile contribution to the financing of TEN-T 
projects, but that it cannot replace grants, which remain a vital and necessary funding 
source; underlines, in particular, that grants could be combined together with innovative 
financial instruments and the EFSI to facilitate the implementation of additional projects, 
particularly large infrastructure projects which can contribute to the reduction of economic 
disparities among regions and catalyse private finance (blending); calls on the 
Commission to draw up a catalogue including successful projects to improve 
understanding among national, regional and local authorities;

7. Points out that transport infrastructures are the backbone of the Single Market and are 
fundamental to the freedom of movement of persons, goods and services; underlines the 
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importance of bringing the Cohesion Fund and the European Regional Development Fund 
more closely into line to ensure the more effective implementation of digital single market 
rules in the transport sector; underlines that the budgetary allocation for Trans-European 
Transport networks should also be carried out at the appropriate level in the post-2020 
MFF in order to achieve the objective of the completion of the TEN-T core network by 
2030 and the TEN-T comprehensive network by 2050;

8. Highlights the substantial and permanent investment deficit in Europe, particularly in 
major transport infrastructure, and stresses that these risks undermine the competitiveness 
of the EU as a whole; notes that investment needs relate not only to the creation of 
infrastructure but also to its maintenance and modernisation;

9. Underlines also that adequate EU funding for transport infrastructure is a key requirement 
for territorial, economic and social cohesion; recognises the importance of the Cohesion 
Fund for improvement of infrastructure and connectivity in Europe in order to close the 
infrastructure gap between regions; insists therefore that adequate funding is provided for 
this Fund in the current programing period as well as post 2020;

10. Urges the Commission and the Member States to improve the coordination of national 
transport strategies in order to facilitate Commission approval of large infrastructure 
projects; calls for better coordination of all EU instruments related to transport in order to 
ensure that the largest number possible of core TEN-T projects are completed in time and 
potential savings are properly utilised for supporting mature projects waiting in the 
pipeline; calls also on the Commission for a strong commitment to improve the 
transparency of the financing schemes in terms of accuracy of the cost estimates, 
environmental sustainability compliance, involvement of the civil society in decision 
making and adequate and constant monitoring of the EU financing schemes;

11. Encourages the Commission and the Member States to invest more in projects with 
smaller budget needs and considerable short-term advantages, such as abolishing missing 
links at abandoned and dismantled regional cross-border rail connections and upgrading 
and maintaining existing transport infrastructure;

12. Considers that it is necessary to allow the transfer of the surplus and unused commitments 
from one year to another year and calls on the Commission to make appropriate proposals 
in this regard and to reallocate the funds to the most suitable, mature and economically 
and environmentally sustainable projects; stresses that maximum flexibility should be 
provided for in order to provide maximum utilisation of the committed MFF;

13. Calls on the Commission to take into account in the allocation of EU funds for transport 
infrastructure the recently approved 4th rail package and to do everything in its power to 
facilitate its swift implementation in areas such as interoperability, safety, improving 
social conditions and freedom of movement; calls on the Commission to take also into 
account the ongoing discussions of the aviation package and on ports and the incoming 
package on road transport;

14. Notes that, through various forms of financial support (grants, financial instruments), the 
EU budget has played a decisive role in launching or relaunching numerous projects in the 
transport sector; believes that any revision of the MFF must now make the transport sector 
a priority;
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15. Underlines the strategic importance of the Single European Sky as the main instrument to 
ensure safety, environmental performance, competitiveness and protection of the citizens’ 
rights; calls on the Commission to ensure the allocation of necessary and previewed 
amounts for the deployment of Single European Sky ATM Research (SESAR);

16. Supports furthermore the total recovery of funds redeployed from Horizon 2020 to the 
EFSI; calls on the Commission to explore the possibility of increasing the funds allocated 
to SESAR and Clean Sky JUs taking in account JU’s good results and their contribution to 
the EU transport and climate change policies;

17. Underlines the critical importance of highly accurate and reliable positioning and timing 
information provided by European satellite navigation flagship programmes Galileo and 
EGNOS for increased safety and efficient use of aviation, road, rail and maritime 
transport, particularly for intelligent transport and traffic management systems such as 
ATM, ERTMS, eCall, connected/autonomous vehicles and smart fleet and cargo 
management; calls on the Commission to safeguard the already allocated funding in MFF 
2014-2020 for fast and full completion and operation of the Galileo and EGNOS 
infrastructure as well as for support of downstream and upstream applications within the 
budgets for European GNSS programmes and Horizon 2020; reiterates in this regard the 
Commission’s commitment to provide uninterrupted GNSS services, reinforce the 
resilience of the European economy and maximise the socio-economic benefits through 
fostering the development of applications;

18. Reminds the Commission and the Member States of the strong potential of horizontal 
projects as well as synergies between the Transport, Energy and Telecommunications 
Trans-European Networks;

19. Points out that there is a need to develop and promote more environmentally friendly 
modes of transportation such as railways; calls therefore for enhanced support to 
initiatives such as Shift to Rail;

20. Urges the Commission to ensure proper (cross-border) coordination and to strengthen the 
governance of EU macro-regional strategies (Danube, Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Adriatic and 
Ionian), with a view to enhancing territorial, economic and social cohesion and to assist 
and support Member States in identifying priority infrastructure projects that will bring 
regional and European added value;

21. Recalls that from January 2017 the unused amounts part of the funds transferred from 
cohesion policy to CEF could be used by all cohesion Member States, calls on the 
Commission to make appropriate proposals to prolong the period for the use of these 
financial means by cohesion Member States until 31 December 2017; calls on the 
Commission to allocate amounts not used by the end of 2017 for projects for cross-border 
connections between or to developing regions; calls on the Member States to make better 
use of technical assistance provided by the Commission;

22. Stresses the need to adopt a wider and more comprehensive approach to criteria for 
eligible projects applying for EU funding and to provide better access to finance for 
projects introducing new transport services and better deployment of data; underlines 
especially the need to channel EU funding into the introduction of digital transport 
services and intelligent transport systems, which are contributing to the shift towards a 
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more sustainable transport system and optimising the use of existing capacity;

23. Recalls the importance of ensuring, within the Union, the highest level of safety, security 
and interoperability in the field of transport; stresses that EU agencies’ budget allocations 
consist not just of administrative expenditure alone, but also contribute to achieving EU 
objectives, while aiming to make savings at national level and that their budgets should 
have sufficient and adequate means to perform their tasks;

24. Points out that sustainable tourism is a key potential growth area of European economic 
development and a driver of a substantial amount of employment, in particular for young 
people; considers that appropriate and increased budgetary funds should be allocated to 
developing a genuine European tourism policy, with a focus on promoting SMEs and 
respecting natural, cultural, historical and industrial heritage; stresses the need for better 
coordination between tourism and infrastructure projects; asks the Commission to 
consider the possibility of introducing a specific heading in the future framework 
programme;

25. Recognises the importance of human capital for the development of tourism services and 
underlines the role that the European Social Fund may play in this field; stresses the 
excellent returns on investment in tourism and its contribution to social cohesion, 
especially in rural areas;

26. Stresses the importance of a sufficiently funded Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) as a 
flagship initiative of the EU in cross-sectoral and trans-national governance;

27. Considers that all EU budgetary instruments which support investment and innovation 
should be maintained and further developed, and that there is no need to favour one of 
these instruments to the detriment of the others; notes the essential role of the EU budget 
in providing an incentive for future spending and in supporting cohesion and effective 
implementation of policies within the EU.



AD\1095645EN.doc 7/7 PE580.423v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 24.5.2016

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

41
4
2

Members present for the final vote Marie-Christine Arnautu, Georges Bach, Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, 
Deirdre Clune, Michael Cramer, Luis de Grandes Pascual, Andor Deli, 
Isabella De Monte, Ismail Ertug, Jacqueline Foster, Tania González 
Peñas, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Merja Kyllönen, Miltiadis Kyrkos, Peter 
Lundgren, Marian-Jean Marinescu, Georg Mayer, Cláudia Monteiro de 
Aguiar, Renaud Muselier, Jens Nilsson, Markus Pieper, Salvatore 
Domenico Pogliese, Gabriele Preuß, Dominique Riquet, Massimiliano 
Salini, David-Maria Sassoli, Claudia Schmidt, Jill Seymour, Claudia 
Țapardel, Keith Taylor, Pavel Telička, István Ujhelyi, Wim van de 
Camp, Janusz Zemke, Roberts Zīle, Kosma Złotowski, Elżbieta 
Katarzyna Łukacijewska

Substitutes present for the final vote Knut Fleckenstein, Maria Grapini, Karoline Graswander-Hainz, Werner 
Kuhn, Curzio Maltese, Jozo Radoš, Ulrike Rodust, Davor Škrlec, Evžen 
Tošenovský

Substitutes under Rule 200(2) present 
for the final vote

Beatrix von Storch


