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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to show greater political will towards the 
further deepening and strengthening of the single market for transport and establishing a 
level playing field, in order to ensure open and fair competition between public and 
private operators in the transport, postal and tourism sectors, whilst respecting other EU 
policies, targets and principles, including the social dimension, which is important for the 
smooth functioning of the internal market for transport;

2. Stresses the importance of connectivity and transport infrastructure for the survival, 
economic development and provision of public and private services in regional and 
remote areas;

3. Hopes, therefore, that the global TEN-T network will be completed;

4. Stresses that the need to guarantee more effective protection of transport workers’ rights 
from abuse should not be used as a pretext to restrict free competition between entities 
from different Member States; calls on the Commission to respect the principles of 
proportionality and subsidiarity when drawing up laws that will have a significant impact 
on the functioning of the single transport market;

5. Notes the challenges faced by postal operators as a result of the creation of the Digital 
Single Market; stresses that the success of this ambitious project, in particular in the area 
of online trade, depends largely on the form taken by the postal parcel delivery service 
market; stresses the need to guarantee fair and equal cross-border competition conditions 
for private entities and public operators providing commercial services;

6. Stresses that any competition policy should respect the social rights of all operators in the 
sectors concerned;

7. Highlights the fact that EU transport legislation is often poorly implemented and that 
treaty principles are not respected by Member States, particularly where transport is 
managed as a monopoly by central government; calls on the Commission and the Member 
States, respectively, to properly implement and enforce existing EU legislation, which is 
key to the proper functioning of the internal market, in order to bring additional benefits to 
business and industry, consumers, the social conditions of workers and the environment;

8. Stresses the importance of removing physical, technical and regulatory barriers between 
Member States in order to prevent fragmentation in the single market and facilitate cross-
border mobility and territorial cooperation, thereby stimulating competition;

9. Draws the Commission’s attention to the indirect obstacles to competition arising from 
disparity in rules on taxation, safety, disparity of driving and rest times, type-approval and 
passenger rights;

10. Welcomes the advances in digital technologies in the transport and tourism sectors, which 
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promote competition, create jobs, facilitate SMEs’ access to larger markets and bring 
tangible benefits to the consumer; points out that digitalisation and the welcome 
development of the collaborative economy will bring significant changes to the sectors’ 
operating environment, and that an appropriate and clear legal framework is required to 
reap the benefits of the digitalisation process;

11. Stresses that entities operating on the basis of new business models influence the EU’s 
transport and tourism market in a positive way, in particular by making services more 
accessible and improving their quality;

12. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to negotiate external aviation agreements with 
several key countries and regions in the world; believes that these will not only improve 
market access, but will also provide new business opportunities for a world-beating 
European aviation sector, create high-quality jobs, maintain stringent standards of safety, 
take into consideration the rights of workers in the sector and benefit consumers; stresses 
that Parliament has an important role to play in these negotiations;

13. Calls on the Commission, in negotiating these external aviation agreements, to include a 
fair competition clause in order to ensure a level playing field;

14. Encourages the Commission to foster coherence, including on EU subsidies, between 
those airports that are geographically located close to each other but on different sides of 
national borders;

15. Considers that with regard to port services, an increasingly open, competitive and 
transparent regulatory framework needs to be created for public ports in Europe, whilst 
creating additional job opportunities;

16. Believes that increased competition brought about by the gradual opening up of the EU 
road haulage market can bring benefits to consumers, but strongly condemns the fact that 
certain measures being applied by some Member States are undermining the integrity of 
the single market in this field; supports the position of the Commission in confronting 
such measures;

17. Hopes that this opening up of the road haulage market will not be a further cause of social 
dumping, and deplores, in addition, the ‘letterbox company’ phenomenon;

18. Furthermore deplores that smaller vans are not appropriately addressed in EU policy, 
despite the fact that they are increasingly used to circumvent the correct application of 
legislation on employment, safety and environmental protection;

19. Invites the Commission to closely monitor oligopolistic price dumping tendencies, in 
particular in the aviation and the long-distance / line-bus sectors, and insists on the correct 
application of EU law and a fair competitive intermodal playing field;

20. Calls for a speedy conclusion to the negotiations on the Fourth Railway Package, and 
believes this should further open up railway passenger transport to competition and 
improve the efficiency of the rail sector, whilst ensuring the quality and continuity of 
public service obligations;
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21. Welcomes the adoption of the technical pillar of the Fourth Railway Package, and 
believes this will strengthen rail safety whilst at the same time removing technical barriers 
to competition through interoperability;

22. Stresses the importance of tourism as a vital driver of economic growth and job creation, 
and calls on the Commission to take a pro-active approach to promoting the 
competitiveness of the European tourism sector and creating a favourable environment for 
its growth and development;

23. Stresses that postal services, and in particular cross-border parcel delivery, are of 
fundamental importance for the development of the e-commerce sector across the EU; 
welcomes the Commission’s antitrust inquiry into the e-commerce sector and encourages 
it to continue monitoring the development of the parcel and postal markets;

24. Stresses the need to finance sustainable, accessible, safe transport projects that could help 
to improve the functioning of the whole European transport system;

25. Calls for the use of EU funds such as the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), the Cohesion 
Fund, the European Fund for Regional Development (ERDF) and Horizon 2020 in order 
to develop European transport infrastructure and increase the quantity and quality of 
services;

26. Calls on the Member States to devote sufficient attention to completing cross-border 
infrastructural projects and to coordinate their most important transport plans with 
neighbouring Member States;

27. Considers it important to use in full innovative financial instruments such as the European 
Fund for Strategic Investments, which are suitable for financing transport sector projects 
to support growth and competitiveness; stresses, however, that the resources earmarked 
for the EFSI Guarantee Fund cannot be at the expense of the CEF or Horizon 2020, which 
are vital instruments for the development of a common market in the transport sector;

28. Stresses that the full opening-up of the rail transport market could bring a number of 
benefits to operators and passengers from all Member States; notes, however, the need to 
take account of the differing degrees of development of rail infrastructure in the Member 
States in that process; stresses the need to maintain, in the next multiannual financial 
framework, current levels of investment in evening out differences in rail infrastructure.
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