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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Stresses that the budget allocated to transport and tourism should be in accordance with 

the importance and contribution of these sectors to economic growth, sustainable 

development, the interests of users and the existence of good quality jobs in the Union; 

regrets, in this respect, that budgetary lines related to the transport sector in Heading 1a 

have been decreased by the Council and requests that they be restored to their original 

level; 

2. Reiterates the importance of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) funding instrument for 

the completion of the TEN-T network and for achieving a Single European Transport 

Area; stresses that the budgetary cuts to the CEF made in the past, due to the funding of 

the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) initiative, should be avoided in the 

future; regrets that it had not been possible to achieve a full recovery of funds for the CEF; 

calls on the Commission to come forward with new initiatives and financial rules to apply 

to combinations of grants from CEF-Transport and EFSI financing; 

3. Believes that CEF is a vital instrument with significant Union-added value to optimise the 

transport network across the Union, linking and/or modernising new and existing transport 

infrastructures and ensuring interoperability of transport services; considers that necessary 

funds should be safeguarded in order to achieve the primary scope of CEF-Transport, 

targeting the core network; stresses the need for an improved coordination between 

Member States in order to ensure consistency of the cross-border projects as part of the 

core rail, air and road infrastructure; emphasises also the importance of financing special 

plans for the upgrading of infrastructure most liable to deteriorate, such as bridges and 

underpasses; emphasises the importance of investing in regional airports as a catalyst for 

business efficiency and productivity and regional economic development; 

4. Stresses the need to further support  the high speed railway projects connecting Western 

and Eastern parts of Europe; reiterates the importance of completing missing links at 

dismantled regional cross-border rail connections and of upgrading and maintaining 

existing transport infrastructure that would allow a better cooperation between Member 

States and/or third countries, for example the creation of the Black Sea macro region; 

welcomes the approach of the Commission to co-finance the reestablishment of regional 

cross-border rail connections that have been dismantled or abandoned; points out that 

optimised infrastructure is crucial for the development of the 'lagging regions' of the 

Union, and asks the Commission to develop specific budgetary instruments that support it; 

encourages the Member States, cross-border regions and the Commission to further 

intensify those bottom-up projects; 

5. Believes that, in light of the recent initiatives from the Commission and the European 

Investment Bank (EIB) to give a priority to loans and new financial tools, it is important 

to provide sufficient resources for grants, as grants remain an essential financing tool in 

the transport sector, especially for infrastructure and for other projects, especially those 

where an absence of private investments is foreseen; recalls that, in order to attain the 
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objectives of the TEN-T programme, it is vital that highly technological projects, such as 

the European Rail Transport Management System (ERTMS), get adequate resources, 

including by exploiting public-private-partnership opportunities channelled through the 

EFSI scheme in order to leverage the necessary volumes throughout the rest of the current 

multi-annual financial framework (MFF); highlights, nevertheless, the importance of 

synergies between different funding schemes such as CEF, EFSI and ESIF in order to 

maximise the impact of Union funds; 

6. Asks the Commission to submit a report on the implementation and take-up level of 

structural and cohesion funds in infrastructure projects, specifying which ones contribute 

to the development of the core network, the corridors and the comprehensive network; 

demands that the Commission present to Parliament and the Council annual overviews of 

all Union co-funded concrete transport and tourism projects, including details of the 

corresponding amounts; further calls on the Commission in respect of the recently 

published mobility package to present an overview of the existing and planned safe and 

secure parking places for truck drivers; asks the Commission to present cost estimates for 

upgrading existing and building new safe and secure parking places and to explore 

possible options of funding schemes at a European level; 

7. Stresses the importance of the goals set by COP 21 with regard to transport in order to 

combat climate change; underlines that financial means should be available to ensure a 

modal shift from road to sustainable transport modes (rail, waterborne and inland 

waterway transport), and for optimising the multimodal connections and for shifting to 

digital transport services; reiterates the importance of enhancing a low carbon transport 

economy through the development of rail freight corridors, representing an essential 

element for shifting freight from road to rail and for improving the rail sustainability; 

considers that the ERTMS should be deployed in order to maximise the benefits for 

interoperability in the Single European Rail Area; encourages Member States to invest in 

smart, sustainable, integrated public transport; also recommends paying attention to noise 

reduction in transport to provide citizens with an environment of high quality; encourages 

the Commission to finance and support projects that develop and improve river transport, 

such as the dredging and cleaning-up of the River Danube. 

8. Underlines the critical role of the European Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) 

– Galileo and EGNOS – for the transport system, particularly for security, safety, 

including in the aviation, road, railway and maritime transport sectors as well as for the 

development and exploitation of multi-modal and autonomous transport systems; 

reiterates the importance of sufficient financial support of downstream and upstream 

applications within the budgets for European GNSS programmes and Horizon 2020; 

regrets the decrease of 9,6 % in resources for the European GNSS - Galileo and EGNOS; 

urges restoring the budgetary lines dedicated to the European space programmes which 

are set to be further decreased by 5 % to the primary level and continuing to adequately 

financing of space programmes, whose costs should not be underestimated; 

9. Calls on the Commission to safeguard the financing for developing and providing global 

satellite-based radio navigation infrastructure and services for the Galileo and EGNOS 

infrastructure; reiterates the importance of allocating sufficient funding for 2018 for 

Galileo and EGNOS in order to secure swiftly uninterrupted GNSS services for smart 

roads and connected vehicles, smart fleet and cargo and traffic management such us Air 
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Traffic Management (ATM), ERTMS, eCall; considers that necessary funding should be 

safeguarded for EGNOS in order to enable the extension of EGNOS coverage to South-

Eastern and Eastern Europe as a priority and further to Africa and Middle East, and for the 

purpose of acquiring the necessary EGNOS Ranging Integrity Monitoring Stations 

(RIMS) and their interconnection to the system; 

10. Highlights the crucial tasks of European GNSS agency (GSA) as regards to Galileo and 

EGNOS and also recognises the GSA's contribution to the Union's competitiveness and 

technological innovation; is concerned that insufficient resources have been allocated to 

the GSA in order to fulfil its mandate and believes that it is necessary for GSA to be 

adequately staffed, including with highly specialised experts, in order to safeguard smooth 

functioning and exploitation of the European GNSS programmes; further stresses the 

important contribution of the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) in its capacity as 

the certification authority for EGNOS service provision and in the preparatory actions 

needed for the oversight of the Galileo performance; 

11. Highlights the importance of the European transport agencies for the good-functioning of 

the European transport area; considers that they should be allocated with adequate 

budgetary resources, in accordance with recent or foreseeable changes in their 

responsibilities; 

12. Emphasises the importance of effectively and definitively addressing the issue of 

migratory flows, be these from the sea or overland; hopes that the European Maritime 

Safety Agency, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency and Frontex will be 

provided with suitable financing for patrolling the external borders of the Union; 

13. Points out the security and safety challenges of aviation and the importance of the EASA 

contribution in this domain, in particular with regard to the threats linked to cyber security 

and space weather, as well as with regard to the safety of passengers flying in non-Union 

airspace; stresses the importance of allocating adequate funding to the EASA in order to 

ensure the successful uptake of the new responsibilities as defined in the Proposal for a 

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on common rules in the field of 

civil aviation and establishing a European Aviation Safety Agency, and repealing 

Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council1; 

14. Underlines once more that the EASA has already cut 5 % of posts over five years as 

agreed in the Interinstitutional Agreement; considers, therefore, that any further cuts 

proposed by the Council could endanger the proper functioning of EASA and could 

prevent EASA from fulfilling the tasks that have already been assigned to it and those that 

it will be assigned by the legislative authority; underlines further that the new EASA posts 

that are needed to fulfil additional tasks due to new policy developments and new 

legislation need to be counted outside any reduction target; 

15. Underlines that the EASA posts (including the related pensions) which are fully financed 

from industry and therefore have no impact on the Union budget should not be subject to 

any staff reduction foreseen in the lnterinstitutional Agreement; 

16. Emphasises that it should be left to the discretion of the EASA to increase the number of 

                                                 
1  COM(2015)0613. 
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posts fully financed by industry during the financial year according to the fluctuating 

workload, such as industry demands; underlines that, for this purpose, the budgetary 

authority should, in addition to the number of posts financed by fees and charges already 

authorised through the adoption of the EASA budget, indicate the additional percentage 

(within an upward ceiling of 10 %) of posts that could be allowed by the EASA's 

Management Board on a proposal of the EASA to respond to an unforeseen evolution of 

the market demand; underlines further that the decision of the Management Board should 

be based on a documented evaluation of unforeseen workload and efficiency criteria; 

17. Highlights the importance of Horizon 2020 to foster and support projects related to 

research and innovation in smart transport logistics and mobility management, including 

autonomous driving, public and shared mobility as well as in transport safety; regrets the 

decrease in the financing of Horizon 2020 related to research and innovation for transport; 

considers that achieving a safe and seamless intelligent integrated transport represents a 

significant Union-added value for enhancing the European transport system; underlines 

the need to reinforce the contribution of Horizon 2020 and CEF together with other 

relevant Union funding sources for safety, security, innovation and digitalisation projects 

in the aviation domain with the close involvement of the EASA in their procurement and 

implementation; 

18. Reiterates the importance of securing appropriate funding for Joint Undertakings, among 

others SESAR, SHIFT2RAIL and CLEAN SKY; considers that SHIFT2RAIL Joint 

Undertaking should prioritise interoperability projects and maximise the benefits for 

interoperability in the Single European Rail Area; considers it to be important to allocate 

funding that will enable infrastructure to be maintained and quality criteria to be 

respected, in order to guarantee greater consumer protection and safety;  

19. Stresses the need for accurate funding for the implementation of the components of 

SESAR in order to ensure the deployment of Air Traffic Management (ATM) 

functionalities that are considered essential for the improvement of the Union's ATM 

system performance; 

20. Calls on the Commission to present the outcome of successful pilot projects and 

preparatory actions financed through the past years by the general budget of the Union; in 

particular, asks the Commission to present the state-of-play of the pilot project on cleaner 

space through deorbiting and innovative materials for space equipment, in order to 

enhance the effectiveness of the future Joint Technology Initiative applied to the space 

sector; 

21. Encourages the Commission to further prioritise the financing of security and safety 

measures for all means of transport that would have an impact on passenger flows; 

encourages the Commission to focus on the safety of vulnerable road users, such as 

pedestrians, cyclists and motor-cyclists; encourages the Commission to support initiatives 

that could improve road safety and thus help to achieve the strategic goal of cutting the 

number of deaths on European roads in half by 2020 as well as the number of serious 

injuries; invites the Commission to take notice of the considerable gap in the quality of 

infrastructure between the 'lagging regions' and the rest of Europe, and asks it to intensify 

the investments on the former; 

22. Underlines the importance to support sustainable tourism whilst protecting its sources 
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with natural, cultural, historical and industrial heritage; stresses the importance of shifting 

towards sustainable tourism, which entails better coordination between tourism and 

infrastructure projects; emphasises that promoting the EuroVelo network in combination 

with the TEN-T rail network offers interesting environmental and economic benefits, not  

least for the small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs); stresses that SMEs in the 

transport and tourism sectors are finding it difficult to adapt to the digital transformation 

and need support; calls for increased funding for the tourism sector and especially for 

SMEs and their digitisation; believes that funds should be allocated for mountain, rural, 

coastal, island and remote regions in order to further develop tourism in those areas; 

23. Is convinced that barrier-free accessibility to tourism services for persons with reduced 

mobility should be further developed; calls on the Commission to support various 

options for financing measures to ensure the accessibility of transport services, means of 

transport, infrastructure and intermodal transport hubs, as well as further measures to 

improve the accessibility of transport for persons with disabilities; 

24. Welcomes the new initiative InterRail and considers that it could offer the younger 

generation a chance to explore the freedom of movement by travelling in an environment-

friendly way and calls for that project, like others in the field of tourism, to be entered in a 

direct and dedicated budget line independent from Heading 1a related to the transport 

sector and other sectors important to Union’s competitiveness and growth; reiterates its 

previous call on the Commission to put forward relevant proposals in this regard; 

25. Encourages the Commission to promote the revitalisation of comfortable European Night 

Trains as a sustainable alternative to short distance flights and long distance car travelling; 



 

PE606.064v02-00 8/9 AD\1132474EN.docx 

EN 

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION 

Date adopted 31.8.2017    

Result of final vote +: 

–: 

0: 

39 

1 

2 

Members present for the final vote Daniela Aiuto, Lucy Anderson, Inés Ayala Sender, Georges Bach, 

Deirdre Clune, Andor Deli, Isabella De Monte, Ismail Ertug, Jacqueline 

Foster, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Miltiadis Kyrkos, Peter Lundgren, 

Gesine Meissner, Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar, Jens Nilsson, Markus 

Pieper, Salvatore Domenico Pogliese, Gabriele Preuß, Christine Revault 

D’Allonnes Bonnefoy, Dominique Riquet, Massimiliano Salini, David-

Maria Sassoli, Claudia Schmidt, Claudia Țapardel, Keith Taylor, Pavel 

Telička, István Ujhelyi, Wim van de Camp, Elissavet Vozemberg-

Vrionidi, Roberts Zīle, Kosma Złotowski, Elżbieta Katarzyna 

Łukacijewska 

Substitutes present for the final vote Matt Carthy, Jakop Dalunde, Bas Eickhout, Markus Ferber, Maria 

Grapini, Kateřina Konečná, Werner Kuhn, Franck Proust, Evžen 

Tošenovský, Matthijs van Miltenburg 

 



 

AD\1132474EN.docx 9/9 PE606.064v02-00 

 EN 

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION 

39 + 

ALDE 

ECR 

GUE/NGL 

PPE 

 

S&D 

Verts/ALE 

Gesine Meissner, Dominique Riquet, Pavel Telička, Matthijs van Miltenburg 

Evžen Tošenovský, Roberts Zīle, Kosma Złotowski 

Matt Carthy, Kateřina Konečná 

Georges Bach, Deirdre Clune, Andor Deli, Markus Ferber,Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, 

Werner Kuhn, Elżbieta Katarzyna Łukacijewska, Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar, Markus 

Pieper, Salvatore Domenico Pogliese, Franck Proust, Massimiliano Salini, Claudia 

Schmidt, Elissavet Vozemberg-Vrionidi, Wim van de Camp. 

Lucy Anderson, Inés Ayala Sender, Isabella De Monte, Ismail Ertug, Maria Grapini, 

Miltiadis Kyrkos, Jens Nilsson, Gabriele Preuß, Christine Revault D'Allonnes 

Bonnefoy, David-Maria Sassoli, Claudia Țapardel, István Ujhelyi. 

Jakop Dalunde, Bas Eickhout, Keith Taylor. 

 

1 - 

EFDD Peter Lundgren 

 

2 0 

ECR 

EFDD 

Jacqueline Foster 

Daniela Aiuto 

 

Key to symbols: 

+ : in favour 

- : against 

0 : abstention 

 

 

 


