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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

Introduction 

1. Welcomes the ambitions affirmed by the Commission in its communications of 19 
February 2020, as well as in its White Paper on ‘Artificial Intelligence – A European 
approach to excellence and trust’ and in the European Data Strategy, in the area of 
artificial intelligence (AI) and data; notes, however, that the issue of the protection of 
intellectual property rights (IPRs) in the context of the development of AI and related 
technologies has to be taken more seriously;

2. Stresses that the development and deployment of AI and related technologies make it 
necessary to address technical, social, economic, ethical and legal issues and cross-
sectoral implications in a variety of policy areas, including IPRs, and to provide answers 
and formulate policies at the European level;

3. Highlights the fact that the development of AI and related technologies in the transport 
and tourism sectors will bring innovation, research, the mobilisation of investment and 
considerable economic, societal, environmental, public and safety benefits, while 
making the sector more attractive to new generations and creating new employment 
opportunities and more sustainable business models, but should not cause harm or 
damage to people or society;

4. Takes note of the global competition between companies and economic regions in the 
development of AI solutions for the transport sector; highlights the need to strengthen 
the international competitiveness of European companies operating in the transport 
sector by establishing the EU as an environment favourable for the development and 
application of AI solutions; underlines furthermore that AI should also be deployed in 
all modes of transport, in both urban and rural areas, and that a holistic, technologically 
neutral and flexible approach is therefore needed to tackle adequately all the challenges 
in the transport and mobility sector;

5. Affirms that defining the appropriate legal framework at EU level for IPRs for AI and 
connectivity innovations, as well as for access to and security of data will be key in the 
development and smooth, safe and wide dissemination of AI and related technologies in 
transport and tourism ecosystems;

6. Considers that intellectual property (IP) protection strategies will constantly evolve over 
time as AI evolves, and that it will be necessary to take account of issues such as 
adapting to this changing environment with flexible copyright, patent, trademark and 
design protection or even trade secret rules, and to consider what route will provide 
innovators with the broadest and most robust means of IP protection that combine legal 
certainty and encourage new investment in private enterprises, universities, SMEs and 
clusters using public-private collaboration to support research and development;
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7. Calls on the Commission to take into account the seven key requirements identified in 
the Guidelines of the High-Level Expert Group, as welcomed by it in its communication 
of 8 April 20191, and properly implement them in all legislation dealing with AI;

8. Considers the increasing need for AI and related technologies in remote or biometric 
recognition technologies, such as tracing apps in the transport and tourism sector, as a 
new way of dealing with COVID-19 and possible future sanitary and public health 
crises, while keeping sight of the need to protect fundamental rights, privacy and 
personal data;

IP rights and AI innovations

9. Notes that the current fragmented legal framework of IP rights and legal uncertainty 
affect the development of AI and related technologies in transport; calls on the 
Commission, therefore, to evaluate the fitness of its intellectual property regime for the 
development of AI technologies and, after a thorough analysis and review of the current 
legislation, to put forward the legislative proposals it finds necessary in order to ensure 
confidence, legal certainty and transparency and avoid further fragmentation, thus 
encouraging investment in these technologies;

10. Notes that although AI makes it possible to process a large quantity of data 
relating to IPRs, it cannot be a substitute for human verification in relation to the 
granting of IPRs and the determination of liability for infringements of IPRs;

11. Notes, with regard to the use of data by AI, that the use of copyrighted data needs to be 
assessed in the light of the text and data mining exceptions provided for by the Directive 
on copyright and related rights in the Digital Single Market, and in the light of all uses 
covered by limitations and exceptions to IPR protection;

12. Calls on the Commission to evaluate the possibility and relevance for companies, 
including SMEs, of obtaining patents for software or algorithms with a view to ensuring 
both the protection of innovation and the need for transparency required for trustworthy 
AI, as well as the availability of algorithms used for public purposes; stresses the need 
to maintain a level playing field between these companies, as well as the importance of 
remaining consistent with competition law;

13. Is fully aware that progress in AI will have to be paired with public investment in 
infrastructure, training in digital skills and major improvements in connectivity and 
interoperability in order to come to full fruition; highlights, therefore, the importance of 
secure and sustainable 5G networks for the full deployment of AI technologies but, 
more importantly, necessary work on the level of infrastructure and security thereof 
throughout the Union; takes note of the intensive patenting activity taking place in the 
transport sector when it comes to AI; expresses its concern that this may result in 
massive litigation that will be detrimental to the industry as a whole and may also affect 
traffic safety if we do not legislate the development of AI-related technologies at 
European level without further delay;

14. Points out that standard essential patents (SEPs) play a key role in the development and 

1 ‘Building trust in human-centric artificial intelligence’ (COM(2019)0168).
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dissemination of new AI and related technologies and ensuring interoperability; calls on 
the Commission to encourage the emergence of cross-industry standards and formal 
standardisation; recalls in this regard the Commission’s communication of 29 
November 2017 on SEP licensing and the key principles it set out for transparency in 
SEPs, namely fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory (FRAND) licensing and 
enforcement; draws particular attention to SEPs that can improve accessibility, road 
safety and security for transport users;

Intellectual property rights and data

15. Welcomes the Commission’s willingness to ensure that data will be collected and used 
in full compliance with the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation and other strict 
data protection rules; stresses the need to continue to safeguard the data of European 
citizens, but considers a right balance between data protection and IP rules is needed in 
order to grant necessary flexibility to AI innovators;

16. Welcomes the Commission’s aim of creating a single European data space with 
investment in standards, tools and infrastructure; supports in particular the 
establishment of a common European mobility data space, taking into consideration the 
existing European legislative framework on data protection;

17. Calls on the Commission to address adequately and urgently the question of, and 
legislative proposals relating to, data and intellectual property protection with fair and 
appropriate flexibility and in compliance with the principle of technological neutrality, 
also by developing initiatives for the exchange of best practices and investing in 
research in this field;

18. Welcomes the future establishment of an enabling and flexible legislative framework 
for the governance of common European data spaces, as well as the Commission’s 
willingness to foster business-to-government and business-to-business data sharing and 
to limit mandatory access to data under FRAND conditions to the cases where specific 
circumstances so dictate; highlights the importance of access to vehicle generated data 
for all mobility stakeholders in order to promote the development of innovative data-
driven services;

19. Calls on the Commission to pay special attention to access for SMEs and clusters to 
data that could boost their activity, as well as to technology centres and universities to 
promote their research programmes;

20. Endorses the Commission’s willingness to invite the key players from the 
manufacturing sector - transport manufacturers, AI and connectivity innovators, service 
providers from the tourism sector and other players in the automotive value chain - to 
agree on the conditions under which they would be ready to share their data.
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