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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the problem of medicine shortages in the Member States is getting ever more 
severe for a number of reasons, such as high costs, increasing regulatory and 
administrative burdens, unforeseen surges in demand, supply chain interdependencies, 
transportation-related bottlenecks and manufacturing and quality challenges; whereas 
fostering medical innovation and research in the Union will benefit patients and ensure 
that the EU pharmaceutical industry remains globally competitive;

B. whereas transport and logistics management are of crucial importance for the supply of 
medicine, pharmaceutical products, medical equipment, personal protective equipment, 
other medical supplies and raw materials, not least given the increasing degree of 
complexity of the transport chain; whereas it is important to have efficient ‘green lane’ 
border crossings with fast-track lanes in order to ensure the unobstructed flow of 
medicines, reducing administrative barriers and easing access to transport services;

C. whereas high safety standards and the preservation of decent working conditions for 
workers should be guaranteed; whereas pharmaceutical regulation should ensure the 
quality, quantity, safety and efficiency of the supply of medicines between Member 
States;

D. whereas the Treaties and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union state 
that everyone must have access to health care and the right to benefit from medical 
treatment under the conditions established by national laws and practices;

E. whereas patients rely on equitable and efficient access to medicines based on a 
sustainable, competitive, multi-source and well-functioning single market, which 
includes the Single European Transport Area;

F. whereas limited access to medicines is a problem usually associated with the high price 
of medicines and hinders the right to health care of European citizens;

G. whereas any EU strategy to address the shortage of medicines should follow a 
comprehensive approach that takes into consideration the root causes of shortages and 
includes concrete actions for their prevention, taking into account other factors related to 
the environment and the medicines market;

H. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic  has demonstrated that coordination between the EU 
institutions, the Member States and industry is key to promptly and efficiently reacting to 
emergencies, preventing health crises, supply disruptions and shortages of medicines and 
mitigating them should they occur;
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I. whereas the COVID-19 outbreak highlighted the fact that the intra-EU and extra-EU 
circulation of medicines is key to overcoming existing constraints and prioritising the 
circulation of essential goods;

J. whereas it is necessary to prevent the COVID-19 outbreak from worsening the socio-
economic situation and living conditions of vulnerable citizens;

1. Calls on the Commission to work with the Member States to devise a cooperation strategy 
in order to improve the medical supply and distribution chain in the interest of patients, 
and to strengthen its resilience and sustainability through better visibility, efficient 
monitoring, planning, and the timely exchange of information regarding important 
deliveries, particularly on ‘green lane’ border crossings, where medical supplies have 
priority of delivery;

2. Calls on the Member States to implement the ‘green lanes’ proposed by the Commission 
in its ‘guidelines for border management measures to protect health and ensure the 
availability of goods and essential services’ and to maintain the concept so it can be used 
to address future unexpected events;

3. Calls for the shortening of supply chains and the relocation of the production facilities of 
European pharmaceutical companies from third countries to the EU; stresses that boosting 
industrial production in the Union through dedicated public policies and favourable 
economic, social and environmental conditions would help to secure supplies; emphasises 
the need for a more efficient and sustainable transport and logistics network and a 
reduction in the length of transport routes, which would lead to a reduction in emissions, 
mitigating the impact on the environment and on the climate, improving the functioning 
of the internal market and reducing administrative barriers;

4. Calls on the Member States, in close cooperation with the Commission and with all 
interested stakeholders, to take coordinated measures with a view to adopting a strategic 
plan to upgrade their existing infrastructure for an efficient and timely supply of 
medicines and to create common EU strategic reserves through the rescEU stockpile 
initiative; deems it necessary to remove bottlenecks and to tackle existing obstacles to a 
fully integrated and well-functioning Single European Transport Area for all modes of 
transport; stresses the need to boost intermodality – while favouring the shift to rail – 
finance the main hubs and ensure the uninterrupted delivery of various types of goods, 
including dangerous goods crucial for the production of the chemical and pharmaceutical 
industry; calls on the Member States to ensure that medical facilities and medical staff 
are reinforced in preparation for increasing traffic volumes resulting from the lifting of 
restrictions;

5. Highlights the importance of IT systems in facilitating the traceability, supervision and 
timely delivery of medicines and the exchange of information between the various actors 
involved in the transport logistics chain, including customs authorities;
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6 Calls on the Commission to develop, in coordination with the Member States, 
mechanisms to ensure fast and safe transport and better oversight of transport and the 
stockpiling of medicines, namely the introduction of a contingency plan that ensures the 
unobstructed transport of medicines when the transport sector is disrupted, and 
unconventional distribution plans e.g. time-sensitive medicine deliveries via scheduled 
mixed traffic;

7. Stresses that medical supply chains can be improved by investing in skills, reinforcing 
health data infrastructure and supporting regulatory framework and intellectual property 
policies that foster innovation;

8. Calls on the Commission to carefully evaluate the positive contribution that artificial 
intelligence could make to the fast and reliable delivery of medical supplies;

9. Notes the importance of guaranteeing non-discriminatory and high safety standards for 
both transport infrastructure and transport workers, making it possible to manage 
significant volumes in the supply chain without disruptions while allowing the competent 
authorities to take proportionate and adapted measures to minimise the risks to health; 
underlines the importance of preserving good working conditions for drivers;

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure that health care workers are 
authorised to cross internal borders if they work in a neighbouring country;

11. Notes the importance of the careful management of ambient and cold-chain warehouse 
capacity in inbound and outbound transport infrastructure;

12. Stresses the importance of catering to specific transport needs at local and regional levels, 
particularly in peripheral, rural, mountain, sparsely populated and insular areas and 
outermost regions that are more difficult to access and involve higher delivery costs; 
believes that strategic plans to upgrade infrastructure in the Member States should include 
concrete actions for these regions; notes the importance of ensuring the digital transition 
reaches these areas and the need to accelerate the uptake of new solutions adapted to their 
needs, improving connectivity, accessibility and affordability; stresses that access to 
medicines in these areas should not be hampered in any way;

.

13. Notes that the COVID-19 outbreak has highlighted the importance of cooperation and 
solidarity between the Member States and of the timely delivery of medicines in urgent 
and exceptional circumstances, which could occur again in the future; stresses, 
furthermore, that a new industrial and transport policy and R&D investments are key to 
ensuring that the pharmaceutical industry can respond to tomorrow’s needs;

14. Encourages the Commission to create a fair pricing model for medicines, in particular for 
essential medicines, addressing the issue of legal parallel trade in order to prevent 
shortages due to medicines being exported to countries where they can fetch higher prices;

15. Highlights the importance of safe, reliable and clear data for both the transport and health 
sectors and the need to create synergies between the two data spaces within the European 
strategy for data, with the objective of maximising the efficiency of transportation; invites 
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the Commission to explore the possibility of setting up a European digital platform and 
an observatory to facilitate logistical coordination between medicine distributors and 
transport operators, as well as the possibility of establishing an EU-wide medicine 
database and an early warning system for existing and anticipated medicine shortages;

16. Asks the Commission to make the shortage of medicines one of the pillars of its 
pharmaceutical strategy, ensuring that the main stakeholders of the health care supply 
chain are recognised as critical to its functioning in order to maintain the continuous and 
safe supply of medicines in extraordinary circumstances; notes that the countries which 
produce most of the active substances for medicines might not be able to meet demand;

17. Calls on the Commission to coordinate a response at EU level, thus avoiding the spill-
over effects of individual and uncoordinated measures and safeguarding the right of 
patients to universal, equitable, affordable, effective, safe and timely access to essential 
medicines; calls for the implementation of fast-track and innovative solutions to mitigate 
the medicine shortage in a timely manner and to enable the safe transport of temperature-
sensitive drugs, tracing the products through constant remote monitoring; calls on the 
Commission to extend the competences of the  European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control in the area of public health and to promote the exchange of best practices;

18. Notes that security of supply is central to fighting the shortage of medicines; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States, with the support of the European Medicine Agency, 
to optimise the use of national military resources, where available and necessary, to assist 
in the supply of medicines and protective equipment among Member States; calls on the 
Commission to create dedicated hubs in the Union for the air transport of medicines as 
well as open routes between the Union and third countries, while encouraging cargo and 
express airlines to apply reasonable shipping rates;

19. Calls on the Commission to provide organisational and financial support, including 
through the work programmes adopted within the 2021-2027 multiannual financial 
framework, to the Member States and to transport operators during emergency events, 
such as pandemics, and to give priority to and ensure reserved space in all cargo 
shipments for essential goods, such as medicines, active pharmaceutical ingredients and 
medical equipment.
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