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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas global actors have recognised in recent years the potential of transport 
connectivity and have taken the lead in pursuing a strategic development of global 
infrastructure; whereas a first step in this regard at EU level was taken in autumn 2018 
with the adoption of the EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy;

B. whereas contemporary transport is becoming increasingly multimodal and new 
opportunities for improving and further developing EU-Asia transport networks are 
arising, particularly in the rail and maritime sectors;

C. whereas the COVID-19 crisis has shown that transport continuity with Asia has been 
essential to guarantee the supply chain for all types of goods during the pandemic;

D. whereas the EU-Asia transport links are unequalled anywhere else in the world in terms 
of freight volumes and distances travelled and it is necessary to factor in the variety of 
territories crossed and their stability in order to guarantee the safety and security of 
whatever mode of transport is used;

E. whereas the promotion of EU-wide rules, such as EU State aid control and procurement 
rules should be enhanced; whereas there is a need for reciprocity in the accessibility of 
public procurement across partners; whereas the EU should ensure that procurement 
processes are open and transparent in order for companies to enjoy a level playing field, 
regardless of their nationality;

F. whereas, in view of EU green transition objectives, it is necessary to reflect on 
greenhouse gas emissions along EU-Asia transport routes; whereas the use of 
sustainable transport modes could have a considerable impact on these emissions given 
the large volumes of freight; whereas in order not to hamper the efficiency of road 
transport connections, particular attention should be paid to the transition to alternative 
energy (electricity or hydrogen) for transport purposes;

1. Calls on the Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) to ensure 
proper implementation of the EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy following concrete policy 
proposals and initiatives to improve connections between Europe and Asia and by 
providing an effective political governance mechanism that could make the EU a rule 
setter in transport connectivity, while promoting EU principles such as transparency, 
good governance, sustainability, reciprocity and fair competition on a level playing 
field, democracy, and human rights; notes that Asia is the EU’s biggest trade partner 
and that EU-Asia connectivity is therefore of economic as well as geopolitical 
importance; notes that China is a systemic rival of the European Union and that 
infrastructure projects have a role in China’s long-term policy strategy; notes that the 
EU should continue to promote open and transparent procurement processes where all 
companies should enjoy a level playing field, regardless of their nationality;

2. Highlights the importance of the lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
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therefore recognises the importance of a coordinated restoration of cross-border flows 
of goods, transport workers, services and capital to ensure that global transportation 
routes and supply chains remain open and secure; calls on the Commission to promote 
digitalisation and simplification of administrative procedures in order to enable 
interoperability of transport networks and trade across borders;

3. Strongly encourages a coordinated global approach by working closely with third 
countries to restore and maintain connectivity, resilient transportation infrastructure and 
industry in support of the global supply chain; stresses therefore that the multiannual 
financial framework for 2021-2027 should continue encouraging investments in 
connectivity with tools such as an investment framework for external action or 
geographical investment facilities, such as the Neighbourhood Investment Facility 
(NIF), the Investment Facility for Central Asia (IFCA) and the Asia Investment Facility 
(AIF);

4. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to define and apply as an integral part 
of the EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy a minimum set of standards on environmental, 
health and passenger rights issues, in order to ensure that the Union is a norm-setter; 
encourages the Commission to set specific rules to ensure that the principles of 
sustainability and comprehensive, rules-based connectivity are taken into consideration 
and respected by all the EU’s partners; underlines that the EU and Asia could work 
better together in order to improve the regulatory environment, public financial 
management and the mobilisation of domestic resources; underlines the EU’s 
commitment to the implementation of the Paris Climate Agreement, including through 
the promotion of a circular economy and climate-resilient investments; welcomes 
collaboration based on these principles between different EU and Asian initiatives, such 
as the Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia (TRACECA), and welcomes 
furthermore the promotion of new collaboration initiatives in the field of sustainable 
transport with important Asian partners such as India and Central-Asia;

5. Welcomes the adoption of the EU Economic and Investment Plan for the Western 
Balkans and the ongoing extension of the EU’s Trans-European Transport Network 
(TEN-T) in the Western Balkans and the Eastern Partnership countries, which is to be 
viewed as a key part of the EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy, given its geographical 
position; calls on the Commission to speed up the review process of TEN-T and its 
external dimension, to consider the appointment of a special TEN-T coordinator for the 
Enlargement and Eastern Partnership countries, and to come up with a comprehensive 
transport initiative to connect TEN-T with strategic networks in Asia;

6. Stresses the importance of vigilance regarding the use of EU funding for infrastructure 
projects that could be awarded to companies in third countries despite the closure of 
their own public procurement markets to their European counterparts, focusing also on 
environmental, economic and social sustainability and creating real added value; calls 
on the Commission to closely observe and coordinate countries’ efforts to implement 
existing TEN-T extension plans;

7. Highlights the importance of rail connections and their future role in terms of 
investment perspectives; points out the necessity of ensuring a unified legal regime for 
the carriage of goods by rail across the Eurasian continent; calls for the extension of the 
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application of the EU’s technical specifications and for the creation of new economic 
prospects by opening up markets and promoting investment opportunities;

8. Calls on the Commission to propose EU co-financing possibilities for the installation 
and upgrading of transshipment terminals in order to increase capacity on the existing 
trans-Eurasian rail corridors; calls on the Commission to exploit the superior safety 
record of dangerous goods transport by rail and ensure that the Chinese authorities in 
particular confirm the opening of China-EU rail services for the transport of dangerous 
goods in line with the necessary safety measures and corresponding guidelines under 
Annex 2 to the SMGS1 circulated by the Intergovernmental Organisation for 
International Carriage by Rail (OTIF); calls on the Commission, with the help of the 
European rail agency (ERA), to foster Euro-Asian rail transport by harmonising existing 
differences in legal rules for such transport;

9. Stresses the importance of the ongoing negotiations of comprehensive air transport 
agreements with partner countries in Asia, and of ensuring that these agreements 
address environmental concerns; calls in particular for a swift conclusion of the 
agreement between the EU and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
which is expected to connect more than a billion citizens; recalls that the air agreement 
envisaged between the EU and ASEAN is not intended to lead to unfair competition 
between companies but to have the opposite effect – creating fair and transparent 
market conditions based on a clear regulatory framework and upholding, in particular, 
the EU’s high standards as regards protection of air transport workers rights, safety, 
security, air traffic management, and social, consumer and environmental protection; 
strongly encourages further research and innovation in sustainable fuel for the aviation 
sector;

10. Notes that reciprocal overflight authorisations contribute to the fluidity of international 
trade; highlights the importance of EU support to Asian countries in mitigating the 
impact of civil aviation on climate change;

11. Calls on the Commission to pursue further progress in its maritime transport initiatives 
to digitalise and simplify administrative formalities and strengthen maritime security at 
ports in Asia via the International Maritime Organization and through maritime 
transport agreements; calls on the Commission to promote the use of alternative fuels in 
ports in Europe and Asia; highlights the importance of further engaging with third 
countries in Asia through pertinent maritime transport agreements, which would help to 
regulate and facilitate maritime transport and make it more sustainable;

12. Underlines that the EU is committed to freedom of navigation and sustainable 
governance of oceans and seas; highlights the importance of safe, secure, clean and 
sustainably managed oceans around the world; calls for the EU to ensure that its Asian 
partners transition to sustainable blue economies that respect biodiversity and the 
environment;

13. Notes the dramatic situation of stranded sailors during the COVID-19 outbreak; regrets 
that political tensions or piracy in certain international maritime areas are jeopardising 

1 Agreement concerning International Goods Transport by Rail of the Organisation for Cooperation between 
Railways (OSJD).
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freedom of navigation on international routes;

14. Stresses that the connectivity strategy must ensure that hauliers from Asia must adhere 
to Union legislation in the road transport sector; calls for cooperation between the 
Commission and Member States with regard to enforcement of Union and national 
legislation in the sector;

15. Highlights the importance of the ongoing work of the EU-China Connectivity Platform 
in its efforts to explore opportunities for cooperation in the area of transport between the 
EU’s extended TEN-T network and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); 
acknowledges the importance of working towards achieving full transparency, 
adherence to rules, reciprocity in market access and a level playing field; underlines the 
necessity of a global and comprehensive approach to ensure free and fair trade for 
businesses in the area of transport infrastructure development with China; welcomes 
collaboration based on these principles between different EU and Asian initiatives; 
looks forward to the implementation of the joint study to be launched by the 
Connectivity Platform on sustainable railway-based transport corridors between Europe 
and China;

16. Recognises the new assertive nature of Chinese foreign policy and the role of the BRI 
and its connectivity drive westwards; in the light of this, underlines the need to pursue a 
coordinated EU policy towards the BRI; notes the need for Europe to preserve its 
strategic infrastructure from foreign takeovers as a matter of sovereignty; underlines, in 
this connection, the need for contractual clauses in this area to be made as transparent as 
possible and to uphold the essential interests of the Union;

17. Encourages the Commission to take measures to concretely ensure fair and transparent 
competition between companies; stresses the need to ensure that Europeans can always 
access a large choice of operators and facilities; notes that connectivity policies should 
reduce negative externalities, such as environmental impact and pollution; highlights the 
importance of sustainability throughout this strategy;

18. Underlines the importance of digital infrastructure and high-capacity network lines for 
connectivity and the importance of data safety as the mobility of people and goods 
relies extensively on data transfer; calls for adequate security and cybersecurity in 
managing these flows; recalls that these challenges cannot be addressed solely through 
national policies; therefore calls for the EU to engage with Asian partner countries to 
make transport connectivity with Asia safer and more secure;

19. Underlines the importance of the EU’s outermost regions, especially those that are 
closer to Asia, and highlights their economic potential; encourages the Commission to 
facilitate investments in those territories in order to strengthen their connectivity and 
boost their economy;

20. Calls for full transparency on the construction contract for the Budapest-Belgrade high-
speed rail track; calls for the details of the contract and its awarding terms to be 
declassified and published.
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