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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the transport and tourism sectors are essential components of the European 
economy and highly dependent on energy; notes that an integrated energy system that 
supports the EU’s reduction targets in greenhouse gases by 2030 and which achieves 
climate neutrality as soon as possible and by 2050 at the latest, together with a modal 
shift guided by the ‘energy efficiency first’ principle, is a necessary condition for the 
sustainable transformation of these sectors;

2. Reiterates that the transformation towards climate-neutral transport and tourism sectors 
must be subject to structured dialogue, involving local authorities, while ensuring 
inclusive access to affordable energy for all citizens and industries; considers that this 
transformation must respect the principle of technological neutrality, be consistent with 
the EU environmental and climate neutrality targets, comply with the key principles of 
Just Transition and not compromise connectivity for remote and island regions, as well 
as outermost regions, while respecting the different starting points of Member States, 
and ensuring that no one is left behind;

3. Highlights that this strategy, especially in the aftermath of the coronavirus pandemic, 
should set out a vision that supports a climate-neutral economy, while strengthening 
energy security and competitiveness, boosting jobs and SMEs and protecting health and 
the environment, as well as promoting sustainable growth and innovation;

4. Underlines that transport decarbonisation can be achieved through the massive 
deployment of direct and indirect electric mobility; underlines the important role of 
Power-to-X solutions as a key factor in the integration of the energy system; calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to adopt a favourable policy framework for a just, 
affordable and balanced transition towards electrification, where feasible, in all 
transport modes, both for passenger and freight transport, including rail and public 
fleets and networks and urban public transport, coupled with a comprehensive 
expansion of the charging and refuelling infrastructure network;

5. Stresses that alternative fuels that are substantially reducing the impact on climate and 
the environment in line with the EU decarbonisation targets are one of the solutions for 
hard-to-decarbonise sectors such as aviation, maritime transport, inland navigation and 
part of the heavy-duty road transport sector; calls on the Commission to promote the use 
of such fuels through EU legislation, and by stepping up research and development 
efforts, by phasing out any direct and indirect subsidies for fossil fuels, by applying the 
‘polluter pays’ principle and by setting standards for low emissions in aviation and for 
ships, while taking into account technical feasibilities and the international 
competitiveness of these sectors; calls on the Commission to align the taxation of 
energy products and electricity with EU environment and climate policies through the 
revision of the Energy Taxation Directive;

6. Points out that tourism is a major source of energy consumption with seasonal 
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fluctuation in demand, which has a serious impact on the security of energy supply and 
energy costs; calls on the Commission to propose an action plan for the tourism sector’s 
participation in the process of energy system integration, taking due account of the need 
to safeguard jobs generated by the sector, by promoting rail tourism, requirements for 
soft and e-mobility and port-born electric charging facilities for ships, and by including 
the creation of circular-energy communities in sustainable tourism, among other 
measures;

7. Highlights that transport can be a significant facilitator of renewable energy 
deployment, offering demand-side flexibility and large potential for energy storage 
capacity; calls on the Commission and the Member States to boost the integration of the 
transport and energy sectors, by enabling the emergence of appropriate incentives, inter 
alia for active consumers and energy communities;

8. Calls on the Commission to promote the use of renewable energy sources in the 
transport sector in parallel with further development of the charging infrastructure 
network, alternative fuels infrastructure and hydrogen refuelling infrastructure, 
including in transport hubs such as ports and airports, in relevant legislation, including 
the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive; stresses also the role of pipelines in the 
decarbonisation of the energy system;

9. Underlines that some EU island regions, due to their size, geographical location and 
attraction of tourists, have the potential for the development of 100 % electric mobility; 
believes that these islands must be connected to the mainland power grid as a matter of 
priority in order to allow efficient and clean deployment of electric mobility; calls on 
the Commission and the Member States therefore to urgently develop the necessary 
electricity interconnection links with and between EU islands in order to ensure the 
integration of these areas with the trans-European Networks for Energy and to develop 
projects to make islands or groups of islands energy self-sufficient from renewable 
sources as demonstrated by the Horizon 2020 Tilos project; stresses, furthermore, the 
need to pay special attention to the outermost regions in the decarbonisation process, 
including by developing a positive discrimination mechanism, given their heavy 
dependence on air and sea transport;

10. Welcomes the Commission’s aim to analyse, in the context of the assessment of 
Member States’ national energy and climate plans, the progress towards achieving the 
15 % electricity interconnection target by 2030 and to consider appropriate action; calls 
on the Commission, furthermore, to ensure that the revisions of the TEN-E and TEN-T 
regulations fully support a more integrated energy system, including through greater 
synergies between energy and transport infrastructure, and the inclusion of energy 
interconnections in projects of common interest;

11. Underlines that the implementation of the Strategy for Energy System Integration will 
require significant financial resources in line with the Sustainable Europe Investment 
Plan; calls on the Commission, when drawing up action plans, to carry out a thorough 
analysis of all foreseeable costs, benefits and risks.
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