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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the finding of the Court of Auditors that the accounts of the European Aviation 
Safety Agency ('the Agency') for the  financial year 2019 are, in all material respects, 
legal and regular;

2. Reiterates that the Agency, classified as a “European Strategic Investment” agency, 
received in 2018 significant new core tasks with regard to cybersecurity in aviation, 
drones and urban air mobility, environmental protection, research and development, 
international cooperation; calls, therefore, for an adequate budget of the Agency in order 
to equip it with the necessary resources for its tasks;

3. Notes that the Agency’s annual revenue for 2019 was EUR 171.4 million, of which EUR 
37.6 million came from the EU subsidy, EUR 109.6 million from fees and charges and 
EUR 2.26 million from third country contributions; is pleased that budget implementation 
rate remained very high, at 97 %, significantly above the 95 % threshold set by the 
Commission; notes that the rate of cancellations of carry-over continued to increase, 
attaining 3.7% (1,8 % in 2018) but that it remains below the 5 % limit set by the 
Commission; welcomes the fact that the successful implementation of the budget and the 
cancellation of the amounts carried over targets means that no penalties will be applied 
to the 2021 EU subsidy;

4. Notes that the Agency ended the year with an overall deficit of EUR 552,000 notes that 
the fees and charges deficit is deducted from the accumulated surplus, reducing it from 
EUR 52.2 million to EUR 51.5 million; observes that concerning activities related to fees 
and charges, the income rose by EUR 4.3 million compared to 2018, and for the total of 
EASA the staff costs increased by EUR 1.1 million administrative costs by EUR 0.65 
million and operational costs by EUR 3.4 million;

5. Notes that the surplus has been accumulated by the Agency pursuant to industry-financed 
activities over the years, for which there is no provision in the Agency's Founding 
Regulation; stresses that this surplus could prove to be precious for the budgetary 
equilibrium of the Agency in view of a severe economic crisis for the aviation sector that 
would impact the fee-related activities;

6. Commends the continuous efforts of the Agency to increase its efficiency, which resulted 
into net tangible reductions of effort estimated at eight full time equivalents compared to 
2018, leading to staffing cost savings of around 960 000 euros; notes that a further 13 
full-time equivalents, also gained through efficiency initiatives, were reinvested in core 
activities;

7. Underlines the significant workload induced by the Boeing 737 Max investigations; 
commends the efforts deployed by the Agency to lead this mission head-on with the 
production of a corrective action plan and its more traditional missions; notes that the 
Agency achieved in nine months a process similar to the certification of a new derivative 
aircraft which usually takes between four and five years, as part of the investigation on 



PE660.275v02-00 4/6 AD\1222829EN.docx

EN

the aircraft certification which went on in 2020;

8. Stresses the need to increase the financial and human resources of the Agency to enable 
it to carry out its important safety and security tasks, particularly in the light of the 737 
MAX accidents and resulting distrust of the FAA ; recalls that the problem of lack of staff 
remains one of the main obstacles to efficiency and that priority should begiven to 
supporting staff by providing additional resources.

9. Notes the role of the Agency in assisting the EU to strengtheninternational cooperation 
on air transport by signing six new Working Arrangements and two Memoranda of 
Understanding;

10. Underlines the role of the Agency in the Green Deal through its work on the development 
of smart CO2 emission standards and in particular with the EcoLabel programme, the 
renewal of airlines' fleets and sustainable fuels;

11. Welcomes steps taken by the Agency to achieve gender balance, such as encouragement 
of female applications during selection procedures, offering favourable working 
conditions and flexible arrangements linked to maternity; welcomes the formation of a 
gender balance advocacy group to raise awareness of gender balance issues; reiterates its 
call on the Member States and the Commission to take into account gender balance when 
nominating members of the Board;

12. Salutes the efforts of the Agency to step its efforts to improve the environmental impact 
of aviation, including through the development of new CO2 standards, the monitoring of 
Environmental Fraud prevention and the concept of an EcoLabel, as well as of LifeCycle 
Assessments;

13. Welcomes the preparation of the EASA to all eventualities with regard to Brexit, in 
particular the establishment of a contingency plan in coordination with the Commission;

14. Takes note that the Court of Aditors found instances of non-compliance in the 
management of the procurement procedures; requests that the Agency make sure all 
procurement procedure are managed according to existing rules;

15. Proposes that Parliament grants the Executive Director of the European Union Safety 
Aviation Agency discharge in respect of the implementation of the Agency’s budget for 
the financial year 2019. 
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