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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion 
for a resolution:

– having regard to the Commission communication of 11 December 2019 entitled ‘The 
European Green Deal’ (COM(2019)0640) and the corresponding European Parliament 
resolution of 15 January 20201,

– having regard to the agreement adopted at the 21st Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris on 12 
December 2015 (the Paris Agreement),

– having regard to its resolution of 28 November 2019 on the climate and environment 
emergency2,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 20 May 2020 entitled ‘EU 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: Bringing nature back into our lives’ (COM(2020)0380),

– having regard to the Commission communication of 19 November 2020 entitled ‘An 
EU Strategy to harness the potential of offshore renewable energy for a climate neutral 
future’ (COM(2020)0741),

– having regard to Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 11 December 2018 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable 
sources3,

– having regard to Directive 2014/89/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 23 July 2014 establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning4,

– having regard to the political agreement between Parliament and the Council of 11 
March 2021 on the Connecting Europe facility 2021-2027,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 8 July 2020 entitled ‘A hydrogen 
strategy for a climate-neutral Europe’ (COM(2020)0301) and the corresponding 
European Parliament resolution of 19 May 20215,

– having regard to Directive 2014/94/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 22 October 2014 on the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure6, which is soon 
to be reviewed,

– having regard to the Commission communication of 9 December 2020 entitled 

1 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2020)0005.
2 OJ C 232, 16.6.2021, p. 28.
3 OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82.
4 OJ L 257, 28.8.2014, p. 135.
5 Texts adopted, P9_TA(2021)0241.
6 OJ L 307, 28.10.2014, p. 1.
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‘Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy – putting European transport on track for the 
future’ (COM(2020)0789),

– having regard to the competence of the European Parliament’s Committee on Transport 
and Tourism in the area of maritime programming and an integrated maritime policy,

1. Welcomes the Commission’s ambition to reach 340 GW of offshore renewable energy 
capacity by 2050 as a key element for the successful decarbonisation of the transport 
and tourism sectors; stresses that, as the EU-27’s offshore renewable energy capacity 
currently stands at just above 12 GW, the building of offshore renewable energy sites 
must be drastically accelerated and the necessary space identified as soon as possible to 
enable construction to reach that goal on time; considers the massive expansion of 
affordable offshore renewable energy generation, storage and distribution, and its full 
connection and integration into the energy grid, to represent an indispensable 
precondition for the widespread uptake of electric mobility and clean renewable 
transport fuels, such as hydrogen and ammonia in particular; stresses, therefore, the 
need for an overall European legal framework and EU investment plan, guaranteeing 
certainty to all stakeholders and further increasing the competitiveness, and, where 
necessary, technological maturity of the sector, fully in line with the EU Hydrogen 
Strategy and the expected sharp increase in demand for hydrogen from the transport 
sector in particular; calls, in particular, on the Member States to swiftly and massively 
step up and facilitate public and private market-driven investments in offshore 
renewable energy and to seize, in particular, the opportunity provided by the Recovery 
and Resilience Facility (RRF) in this regard;

2. Underlines the importance of this massive expansion of offshore renewable energy in 
achieving the goals of the Paris Agreement and upholding the EU’s commitment to the 
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions target by 2050 at the latest, in line with the latest 
scientific evidence, as confirmed in the European Green Deal and the recovery plan; 
emphasises that energy savings, energy efficiency and renewable energy are among the 
key means to achieving a net-zero emissions economy and should be implemented in 
any energy supply and demand plan; highlights, therefore, the need for the more 
sustainable management of maritime space and coasts in order to unlock the potential of 
offshore renewables;

3. Underlines the importance of modern, sustainable and innovative seaports for the 
assembly, manufacturing and servicing of offshore renewable energy equipment, and 
the considerable investment necessary to upgrade port infrastructure, including transport 
terminals, and vessels to provide these services; points out the role of seaports as 
onshore landing points for renewable offshore-generated energy and the associated 
logistics, and as renewable energy hubs for electric offshore grid-connection and cross-
border interconnectors, as well as for electrolysis and the import, production, storage 
transport and distribution of hydrogen, ammonia and other clean alternative fuels; 
points out the need to facilitate access to financial instruments, in particular under the 
RRF and the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF2), so as to ease the adaptation of port 
infrastructure to these new requirements and to strengthen the synergies between the 
TEN-T and TEN-E networks; underlines that access to renewable offshore energy will 
also contribute to the greening of ports, including in terms of the onshore power supply 
for ships when at berth and their development as circular industry clusters;
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4. Underlines the opportunities that offshore renewable energy can offer to coastal regions, 
both by increasing the energy-related sustainability of tourist stays, and by balancing 
seasonal economic effects, providing stable and predictable jobs and growth in local 
renewable offshore industries and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) all year 
round; highlights the related opportunities for the socio-economic development of these 
regions and for the creation of local offshore circular-energy communities; underlines 
the need for structured dialogue, involving local authorities, and for a just transition to 
offshore renewable energies, including adequate training to prepare the workforce for 
new challenges;

5. Underlines that most outermost regions and islands are still highly dependent on fossil 
fuel imports in spite of having opportunities and often particular geographic potential 
for renewables; recalls that islands are particularly affected by rising sea levels; calls on 
the Commission and the Member States, in close cooperation with local and regional 
authorities, to pay special attention to the development of offshore renewable energy 
pilot projects as well as commercial-scale projects in these territories, focusing in 
particular on their transport needs and tourism industries; recalls the tremendous natural 
potential for offshore wind energy and good natural potential for wave and tidal energy 
in the Atlantic and its outermost regions; calls for the ‘Clean Energy for EU Islands’ 
initiative to be stepped up, with a strong focus on offshore renewables;

6. Recalls that the need for further offshore renewable energy development applies to all 
of Europe’s sea basins and that areas with widely untapped offshore renewable 
potential, such as the Mediterranean, Baltic and Black Seas, require special attention, 
including through the funding of research and development into innovative 
technologies, such as floating offshore wind, solar, wave and tidal energy and offshore 
green hydrogen production, for the necessary technological adaptations to be piloted in 
the short term and then scaled up, while front runners, such as the North Sea, must 
continue to develop and to defend their leading global position for the benefit of Europe 
as a whole; considers that the European Union must do everything in its power to retain 
its position as a leader in wind energy;

7. Emphasises that research and investment into effective storage technologies for offshore 
wind energy need to be sped up, in order to solve the problem of weather dependency 
and increase the security of supply of the power grid in the light of the massive increase 
in electricity production required to achieve the climate transition;

8. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to draw up frameworks for the deployment of 
offshore renewable energy and for grid planning by sea basin, involving different EU 
countries and allowing for synergies with existing or planned interconnectors and the 
connection of national offshore grids; calls on the Commission to facilitate the 
development of comprehensive impact assessments by sea basin to evaluate and identify 
the location of appropriate marine areas, the impact on marine biodiversity, the 
environment and tourism activity, the cost and production capacity of equipment, and 
the cost of grid infrastructure;

9. Underlines that although investors should bear the market risk, in markets where the 
adoption of offshore renewables is at an early stage, such as the Mediterranean, high 
risk and low revenues can be compensated through support schemes, such as the RRF 
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and upcoming CEF2, to ensure that investments in offshore renewable energy projects 
take place in the short/medium term and that these projects are scaled up in the 
medium/long term; recalls the importance of coherent and coordinated efforts in 
national and EU investment strategies to ensure cooperation between public and private 
sectors facilitating the manufacturing, installation and commercialisation of innovative 
technologies;

10. Highlights the importance of the North Seas Energy Cooperation (NSEC) for joint 
maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal management that goes beyond national 
borders, and stresses the need to include the UK once more; calls on the Commission 
and the Member States to broaden research, development and innovation efforts with 
regard to floating windfarms and the transport challenges associated with their 
construction and maintenance and to assess the feasibility of establishing an Important 
Project of Common European Interest (IPCEI) in the event of a large-scale project;

11. Considers that the Union and its Member States should develop geostrategic agreements 
on offshore energy infrastructure with neighbouring geographical regions, especially the 
Western Balkans, and the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean Basins;

12. Stresses that combating climate change, including via the take-up of offshore energy, is 
vital in order to limit the devastating effects of global warming on marine aquatic 
ecosystems, rising water temperatures, ocean acidification, changes in water flow, fish 
habitat loss, and the productivity of marine and freshwater species; underlines that the 
drastically increasing needs for offshore renewable energy in the transport and tourism 
sectors can be met while fully complying with the goals of the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy, as, for example, the required scale-up of the offshore wind industry in order to 
meet the 2030 climate target is estimated to require less than 3 % of European maritime 
space; recognises offshore wind power’s potentially harmful effects on the marine 
environment; emphasises, nevertheless, that if designed and built sensibly, offshore 
windfarms can also benefit marine biodiversity after construction; recalls, therefore, that 
a strong expansion of offshore wind energy production requires an intelligent approach 
to ensure its coexistence with the activities that already take place in the affected areas 
and that the least possible harm is done to the environment;

13. Recalls the importance of the proper application of Directive 2014/89/EU of 23 July 
2014 establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning; emphasises that planning 
must provide for a long-term vision that reconciles offshore renewable energy with 
other activities, such as fisheries, in such a way that everyone is part of the sustainable 
development of European maritime space, taking into account the protection of 
biodiversity and other marine resources; considers that, with regard to the critical role of 
maritime transport and seaports, the development of offshore renewable energy should 
take into account the need for safe maritime access lanes and corridors, navigation 
channels and anchoring areas around ports; stresses, therefore, the need to consult at an 
early stage with the port managing bodies and relevant stakeholders and to prioritise 
bilateral and multilateral maritime spatial planning cooperation between Member States 
to guarantee the safety and continued operation of shipping; calls on the Commission to 
develop guidelines for the safety of sailing in offshore wind parks and construction 
vessels in cooperation with the European Maritime Safety Agency; notes with concern 
that several Member States had not established their maritime spatial plans by the 31 
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March 2021 deadline established in Directive 2014/89/EU, and encourages the 
Commission to check their alignment with the national energy and climate plans, 
especially their provisions on the development of offshore energy.
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