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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the findings of the European Court of Auditors (‘the Court’) that the 
consolidated accounts of the Union for 2020 present fairly, in all material respects, the 
Union’s financial position; notes that the estimated level of error in expenditure 
remained material and pervasive at 2,7 %;

2. Commends the fact that, in 2020, 99 % of the EUR 5 028 million in commitment 
appropriations available for mobility and transport policies were implemented and 96 % 
of the EUR 3 366 million payment appropriations available;

3. Stresses that in 2020 the Commission and agencies directly managed EUR 3,9 billion 
dedicated to Transport Infrastructure Policy;

4. Notes that, at the end of 2020, the Innovation and Networks Executive Agency under 
Horizon 2020 Transport had a portfolio of 291 ongoing Research and Innovation (R&I) 
implementation activities in the transport area with a contribution of EUR 1,9 billion to 
contribute to the achievement of a resilient, environmentally friendly and affordable 
European transport system; calls for the creation of incentives for greater investments in 
technological development in order for the Union to become a technological leader in 
green and digital innovations in energy and related sectors, and a leader in propulsion 
technologies in transport; calls on the Commission to establish governance at Union 
level to provide for faster standardisation, harmonisation and investment in 
technological measures;

5. Welcomes the progress of Horizon Europe in preparing for the launch of new Union 
partnerships in areas such as clean hydrogen, batteries, clean aviation, rail, connected 
and automated mobility, zero-emission road and waterborne transport, in particular for 
the Work Programme 2021-2022; stresses the need to support projects that contribute in 
particular to a future-proof, sustainable, smart and climate-friendly European transport 
network;

6. Notes that in 2020, several R&I activities under Horizon 2020 took place to support 
innovation in smart and sustainable mobility and to advance the progress in 
digitalisation and automation of aviation and rail through the SESAR and Shift2Rail 
Joint Undertakings;

7. Notes with regret that the current modal split of inland freight transport in the Union is 
highly disproportionate, e.g. 76.3 % for road freight transport, followed by rail and 
inland waterway transport (17.6 % and 6.1 % respectively); calls for further actions to 
create incentives and intensify investments in railway and inland waterway transport 
andin the harmonisation and standardisation thereof in order to achieve a more 
competitive, climate-resilient and affordable transport system;

8. Welcomes the fact that, in 2020, the 2019 multi-annual call for proposals under the 
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Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) was successfully completed, selecting 125 projects 
with an overall contribution of more than EUR 2 billion; underlines the importance of 
investing in sustainable transport networks to enable the necessary shift towards more 
sustainable modes of transport; notes that more than 90% of the CEF contribution was 
allocated to projects expected to address climate related objectives, in particular 
railway, inland waterways and maritime port infrastructures and deployment of 
alternative fuel infrastructure; encourages CEF 2021-2027 to strive to emulate the great 
results achieved by CEF; notes the need to improve the level of awareness of the CEF 
eligibility rules among the beneficiaries;

9. Welcomes the fact that in the 2014-2020 period, CEF Transport co-funding amounting 
to EUR 23,03 billion was allocated to 959 actions; while addressing infrastructure along 
both the core and the comprehensive network of the Trans-European Transport Network 
(TEN-T), the programme focused its support on the core network, with more than 170 
sections concerned;

10. Is convinced that the work on the modernisation of the railway sector is contributing 
both to the objectives of A Europe fit for the digital age and of the European Green 
Deal; welcomes in this regard the fact that in 2020 twelve actions related to the 
European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS) were supported, under both the 
2019 MAP call and the CEF Transport Blending Facility in order to improve the 
interoperability, sustainability and security of railway transport; regrets however that 
currently approximately 30 national signalling systems exist across the Union; it is 
therefore necessary to foster cooperation between the Commission, Member States, 
Infrastructure Managers and Railway Undertakings while improving funding 
opportunities to incentivise investments in ERTMS;

11. Regrets the low implementation rate of CEF during the 2014-2020 for the CEF 
Transport projects expected to be completed by the end of 2024; calls on Member States 
to significantly accelerate investments, and on the Commission to step up its monitoring 
in view of the urgent need for infrastructure investment in order to facilitate a swift 
recovery from the Covid-19 crisis and to lay the groundwork for a transition to more 
sustainable transport; calls on the Commission and Member States to accelerate the 
execution of payments for transport infrastructure financed by the Cohesion Fund 
contribution to CEF 2021-2027 to prevent implementation delays, and decommitment 
of funds; calls on the Commission to ensure the long-term and coherent planning of 
commitments and to enhance the link between funding and the achievement of project 
milestones in order to ensure the timely completion of the core TEN-T networks;

12. Welcomes that under CEF Transport, the roll-out of the CEF debt instrument to support 
sustainable mobility projects continued, and the pipeline of operations grew further; 
underlines that despite the delays in investment decisions due to COVID-19, four new 
operations were signed under the high-risk ‘Future mobility’ product, leveraging total 
investments of EUR 266 million;

13. Welcomes the positive evaluation of the TEN-T policy progress and the agreement on 
the Streamlining Directive, which will play a key role in accelerating pre-identified 
cross-border projects on the core network; notes however that there are bottlenecks 
along the corridors where more focus is needed to guarantee connectivity and cohesion 
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across the Union and the timely completion of the core network by 2030; is concerned 
that phased and new projects along the TEN-T network are at risk due to delays in the 
implementation of the 2014-2020 period and the adoption of partnership agreements 
and cohesion programmes for the 2021-2027 period; draws attention to the Court of 
Auditors  Special Report 10/2020 which identified that there is a risk that the Union co-
funded cross-border Transport Flagship Infrastructure (TFIs) may not deliver the 2030 
core network target on time mainly due to delays, some inefficient planning or improper 
use of cost-benefit analysis as a decision tool was also identified in relation to those 
projects; therefore, invites the European TEN-T Coordinators to conduct a thorough 
assessment of the projects completed and the improvements achieved along the TEN-T 
corridors under the current programming period, and to present it to the Commission 
and the Parliament; furthermore, asks the Commission to propose a new result-oriented 
mechanism including short, mid and long-term planning and technical assistance, to 
increase the added value of European Funds and to ensure that Member States meet the 
2030 and 2050 completion targets, respectively for the core and comprehensive 
networks; recommends further that the Commission, together with the Court, closely 
monitors Union transport projects to ensure transparency, safety standards and to 
prevent corruption;

14. Commends the progress achieved by the Commission implementing the Action Plan on 
military mobility and defining the dual - military and the TEN-T - uses requirements, 
following the modification of the military requirements, agreed by the Member States;

15. Regrets that poor planning, diverging priorities and procedures of the Member States 
impact the pace of implementation of cross-border transport projects; therefore calls for 
the fast adoption of the European Cross-Border Mechanism; calls also for the initiation 
of legislation to further reduce the administrative burden and to increase efficiency in 
transport services;

16. Is concerned that the price increase in construction and raw materials changes the total 
budget for many projects and could lead to underbudgeting, missed milestones, 
impossible implementation and therefore undermines the completion TEN-T core 
network;

17. Welcomes the fact that the Union reaffirms road safety policy as a long-term strategic 
goal of the Union and welcomes the adoption of the Stockholm Declaration on Road 
Safety in February 2020; points out that investments in existing infrastructure and the 
construction of new infrastructure are essential elements in improving road safety in 
different regions of the Union and therefore contributes to the goal of reducing deaths 
and serious injuries by 50% by 2030;

18. Stresses that investments in good quality public transport infrastructure is crucial for 
building trust in public and active transport and for making sustainable modes of 
transport more attractive and safer, especially in the aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis;

19. Stresses that the COVID-19 crisis placed transport and tourism in the Union under 
unprecedented pressure and welcomes the Commission’s efforts to provide financial 
relief to the sectors concerned  through the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiatives 
(CRII and CRII+), CEF, RRF, Cohesion Fund, InvestEU, ERDF; welcomes in this 
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regard the Commission’s initiatives such as green lanes to ensure that freight vehicles 
can move freely across the Union, the temporary relief on airport slots and the platform 
Re-open EU; regrets however that the lack of coordination between the Member States 
and the individual measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 do not facilitate the 
recovery of the transport and tourism sectors; stresses that these funds should be used to 
rebuild the sectors in a way that is adapted to the forward-looking, sustainable, smart 
and climate-friendly European economy;

20. Looks forward to the conclusions of the audit launched by the Court in November 2020 
and analysing whether Union funding for public investments in tourism was effective 
and whether it provided suitable support for the sector prior to the pandemic, and what 
the Union is doing to limit the negative impact of the COVID-19 crisis; calls on the 
Commission to further develop its mechanism and tools providing awareness and 
information to citizens and stakeholders in the tourism and transport projects it funds 
under the European Regional Development Fund and cohesion funds;

21. Reiterates the Parliament’s request for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
sustainable tourism, to support the recovery of a sector severely hit by the Covid-19 
crisis, making it digitalised, sustainable and resilient for the future,.

22. Proposes to grant the Commission and its Executive Agencies discharge in respect of 
the implementation of the Union general budget for the financial year 2020 in the fields 
of Transport and Tourism.
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