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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the finding of the Court of Auditors (the ‘Court’) that the transactions 
underlying the accounts of the European Maritime Safety Agency (the ‘Agency’) for the 
2021 financial year are legal and regular in all material respects;

2. Stresses that financial regulation and high management standards have to be respected by 
all the EU’s institutions;

3. Notes that the Agency executed EUR 84.80 million in current year commitment 
appropriations representing 99.67 % of the total budget of the year and EUR 82.8 million 
in current year payment appropriations (97.32 % of the total budget); notes that 1.48 % 
of payment appropriations were cancelled, thereby complying with the target of less than 
5 % cancellation set by the Commission;

4. Welcomes the Agency’s continued implementation of its 2020-2024 strategy that will 
enable it to fulfil its maritime surveillance, safety and security tasks while contributing 
efficiently to the Union’s digital and environmental priorities; welcomes EMSA’s efforts 
to contribute to the implementation of the European green agenda for maritime transport; 
welcomes in particular the Agency’s publication - with the European Environment 
Agency - of the first European Maritime Transport Environmental Report, collecting 
verified information on the environmental footprint of shipping activities; recalls in this 
matter that all future climate and environmental measures have to be based on thorough 
impact assessment and recalls that a global approach on maritime emission reduction via 
IMO is crucial;

5. Underlines the further role to be played by EMSA in successful implementation of 
transition to renewable and low-carbon fuels in maritime transport; commends in that 
regard the contribution EMSA has done in giving technical support and data for initiatives 
related to the European Green Deal including the FuelEU Maritime initiative, the Zero 
Pollution Action Plan initiative and work at IMO on energy efficiency and carbon 
intensity; highlights the role that EMSA could play for alternative fuels infrastructure 
deployment and renewable energy installations; therefore stresses that adjustments to 
EMSA’s mandate could be made accordingly so that the Agency can strengthen its 
support, possibly accompanied by budgetary means;

6. Commends the launch of EMSA’s Cloud Strategy enabling the creation of state-of-art 
technological landscape accelerating maritime digital services; salutes the development 
of Maritime Picture and making the new SafeSeaNet operational;

7. Salutes the Agency’s continued strengthening of its surveillance activities, through the 
extension of both its satellite and RPAS capacities; welcomes the fact that the Agency 
increased its RPAS services to 1765 operational days (1247 days for multipurpose 
surveillance and 518 days for environmental surveillance);
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8. Welcomes the fact that, since 2017, the tripartite working arrangement between the 
Agency, the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) and the European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) has functioned well; considers the arrangement an 
example of synergy between EU agencies that should inspire agencies in other areas;

9. Welcomes the fact that the Agency continues to implement two projects of cooperation 
for technical assistance with third countries of the Mediterranean Sea (SAFEMEDIV) and 
the Black and Caspian Sea (BCSEA); considers these projects with third countries an 
example of cooperation to improve maritime safety, maritime security and preservation 
of the marine environment, calls on the Agency to continue its effort in that regard and 
consider new similar cooperation with third countries;

10. Commends the fact that the Agency continues to be a key partner to the Commission and 
Member states when it comes to developing maritime safety standards, the digitalisation 
and simplification of EU shipping; also salutes the technical and operational assistance 
the Agency provides; highlights in this regard the new alternative energy systems for 
ships and autonomous systems, multi-dimensional safety aspects of electrical systems 
related to shore side electricity;

11 Believes that EMSA has an important role to play in making European waters not only 
safer but also more sustainable and contributing to the green agenda; welcomes the 
adoption of the EMSA Environmental Policy and the strategic pillars and objectives for 
the following years by strengthening the EU capacity to protect the marine environment, 
manage climate change including through the shift to sustainable mobility; notes that 
EMSA continued updating its environmental statement and program 2021-2022, for the 
same all-embracing scope as well as the implementation of its Environmental 
Management System (EMS) in day-to-day business; notes that in 2021, EMSA carried 
out projects and greening activities;

12. Salutes the implementation of the Multipurpose Maritime Operations in the European sea 
basin and in the Black Sea and support given to the Romanian and Bulgarian authorities 
carrying out Coast Guard Functions;

13. Salutes the work EMSA does in supporting the Search & Rescue efforts of Member 
States;

14. Commends the Agency's efforts in 2021 to increase the availability of its website in 
languages other than English; calls on the Agency to pursue its efforts in that regard as 
greater linguistic diversity will facilitate access to information for European citizens and 
thus enhance their understanding and knowledge of the European Union's actions in terms 
of maritime safety;

15. Encourages the Commission and the Member States to take into account the importance 
of ensuring gender balance when nominating their members to the Agency’s management 
board;

16. Notes that as from January 2021 EMSA changed its contract with its energy provider and 
now uses 100% of renewable green energy; welcomes the installations of photovoltaic 
solar panels on the roof of the EMSA building;



AD\1270702EN.docx 5/7 PE737.393v02-00

EN

17. Welcomes the fact that in 2021 the Internal Audit Service of the Commission and the 
European Court of Auditors did not issue any critical recommendations or observations 
that could lead to a reservation in the annual declaration of assurance; notes that in 2021 
there was one recommendation related to an OLAF investigation that is in the course of 
being followed-up;

18. Welcomes in particular the increased role of the Agency in the assessment, verification 
and implementation of EU maritime security legislation, which has grown over the years, 
while the demand for support to the Commission and the EFTA Surveillance Authority 
is expected to continue to increase, reflecting the growing priority at EU level;

19. Underlines the Agency’s role in monitoring European waters in cooperation with Member 
States to detect illegal waste spills and potential oil spills; calls on the Agency to continue 
strengthening its surveillance and digital capacities with a view to combating illegal water 
pollution and underwater noise ;

20. Encourages the agency to develop measures to reduce the use of plastics on board of 
ships;

21. Welcomes the Agency's ongoing activities for further data integration and intelligent 
information processing are synchronized with new generations of technologies, including 
artificial intelligence, and their potential to help find solutions to a range of challenges in 
the field;

22. Believes that EMSA can play a coordinating role in ensuring safety in European ports 
and can assist the Commission in the effective implementation;

23. Proposes that Parliament grants the Executive Director of the Agency discharge in respect 
of the implementation of the Agency's budget for the financial year 2021.
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