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Subject: Opinion on Guidelines for the 2021 Budget – Section III (2019/2213(BUD))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Transport and Tourism has been 
asked to submit an opinion to your committee. On 23 March 2020, TRAN Coordinators decided 
to send the opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets to incorporate 
the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,

((signed)) Karima Delli
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SUGGESTIONS

1. Calls for an ambitious budget for the EU transport sector, which takes into account 
emerging challenges and opportunities and the current political priorities in terms 
of EU transport and tourism policy;

2. Stresses that EU transport policy is essential for Europe’s economic, social and 
environmental development and its sustainability and for ensuring the territorial 
accessibility and connectivity of all regions of the EU; strongly requests, therefore, 
that EU transport policy receive adequate and sufficient funding in order to develop 
sustainable transport modes and to secure growth, jobs and competitiveness in 
Europe, including in the outermost, insular or disadvantaged geographical areas; 
stresses the importance of additional investments in research and innovation, and in 
social and territorial cohesion, for meeting environmental challenges and for 
increasing and consolidating cross-border and interregional connectivity;

3. Underlines that the 2021 budget should reflect the priorities set out by Parliament in 
its resolution of 14 November 2018 on the multiannual financial framework (MFF) 
and that it must provide the necessary financing for both projects started under the 
current MFF and for new projects based on the 2021-2027 MFF; reiterates, 
therefore, the importance of providing for a contingency plan to protect beneficiaries 
and ensure the projects’ continuity in the event that the current MFF needs to be 
extended beyond 2020;

4. Believes EU transport financing must be aligned accordingly to the Green Deal’s 
regulatory requirements and that full alignment with the Paris Agreement should be 
guaranteed; and stresses thus that a high level of funding, result oriented and 
efficient use of funds in the Horizon 2020 transport portfolio, programmes and joint 
undertakings delivering these objectives are of utmost importance; and highlights 
the importance of projects and programmes in the fields of decarbonisation,  
digitalisation and just transition;

The importance of transport in achieving the goals of the Green Deal

5. Reiterates that transport must contribute to achieving climate neutrality by 2050 that 
will require huge financial investments, and must not harm the overall 
competitiveness of European industry on the world market;

6. Underlines, therefore, that appropriate funding for transport projects will be 
instrumental in accelerating the shift to sustainable, safe, smart, interoperable, and 
affordable mobility through measures based on new technologies, boosting 
multimodal transport, the development of automated and connected multimodal 
mobility and an increase in the production and deployment of sustainable alternative 
fuels including recharging points;

7. Highlights the importance of the Green Deal being accompanied by a just, inclusive 
and non-discriminatory transition to ensure the transport sector’s businesses, SMEs 
and workforce can adjust, and to support the regions and communities most affected; 
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considers it important to have proper funding for this adjustment process, including 
incentives for sustainable investment, as well as  training and equipping the sector’s 
workforce with new expertise for new job prospects, requirements and skills;

8. Stresses that public transport is central to the promotion of environmentally, 
climatically and economically sustainable societies and to tackle social exclusion 
and the negative trend of depopulation in isolated low-density areas; calls in this 
regard for increased support for transport infrastructure and the promotion of public 
transport and sustainable mobility; the 2021 budget should support the introduction 
of an action plan to implement a single multi-modal ticketing system; recommends 
that studies be carried out to assess the effects of free public transport systems 
regarding factors such as variations in passenger numbers, travel times, the number 
of traffic accidents and casualties or impact on climate change;

Boosting the flagship programmes

9. Underlines the importance of increasing the budget of flagship programmes of 
particular relevance to achieving EU goals: 

– Emphasises the crucial role of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) in 
fostering the development of a high-performance trans-European network 
(TEN-T) that is sustainable and interconnected across the areas of transport, 
energy and digital services infrastructure and in achieving the goals of the 
Green Deal; reiterates that the swift completion of the TEN-T will make a 
significant contribution to socio-economic and territorial cohesion in the EU 
and to the promotion of the EU’s decarbonisation objectives; requests, 
therefore, that the CEF-Transport budget be increased for the MFF 2021-2027 
and that its allocation for 2021 be decided accordingly including paying full 
respect to differences between infrastructural development among Member 
States; recalls that the CEF’s short-, mid- and long- term planning of spending 
should take into consideration a result-oriented approach and seek for and EU 
added value; deplores the delays in the completion of works in several 
Member States, especially as regards cross-border projects; 

– Requests an increase in the budget of Horizon 2020 to EUR 120 billion (2018 
prices) and its ‘Smart Cities and Integrated Transport’ component 
accordingly, starting from 2021;

Maintaining existing policies

10. Recalls that cohesion policy funding for transport infrastructure should aim at 
pursuing the Treaty-based objective of EU economic, social and territorial cohesion; 
highlights the crucial role that EU transport policy and investment plays in 
promoting and enhancing territorial, social and economic cohesion in the EU; 
requests, therefore, that the funding of TEN-T be maintained as part of cohesion 
policy including the support component for the development and modernisation of 
secondary, regional and local links;

Specific allocation for sustainable tourism
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11. Believes that the tourism sector is extremely related to the transport sector; strongly 
repeat its call to establish a separate and dedicated budget line for sustainable 
tourism to better reflect current and future needs in terms of infrastructure and 
security,  the importance of tourism in the EU economy, as fourth largest export 
industry, and its role for competitiveness, employment and social wellbeing 
development;

Financing of new initiatives

12. Supports an increase in the allocation for sustainable infrastructure of the InvestEU 
Fund to EUR 14 billion (2018 prices) for 2021-2027 with an appropriate allocation 
in the 2021 budget;

13. Stresses the importance of a simpler, more efficient own resources system able to 
bring a substantial reduction in the proportion of GNI-based contributions and to 
guarantee the adequate funding of EU spending;

Agencies and European partnerships

14. Stresses the important role of agencies and European partnerships in improving the 
transport sector’s performance and safety and in fostering a reduction of transport 
emissions based on technological progress and rules; considers the creation of a 
European partnership for the maritime sector crucial to the fostering of research and 
innovation in this mode of transport; points out the importance of these agencies and 
joint undertakings receiving adequate financial, human resources and effective 
management in order to ensure the full deployment of their tasks; calls on the 
Commission to monitor agencies’ financial and administrative management more 
actively, especially as regards conflicts of interest;

15. Highlights in particular the crucial role of the European Union Agency for Railways 
(ERA) and the Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking in achieving a lasting shift from road 
to rail; stresses that the Shift2Rail undertaking plays a key role in overcoming 
technical obstacles and driving forward interoperability, with the aim, ultimately, of 
making rail transport cheaper, more efficient and more attractive contributing to 
reducing accidents and CO2 emissions;

16. Highlights in particular the role of the Clean Sky 2 and SESAR Joint Undertakings 
and of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) in reducing CO2 
emissions by passenger; stresses the very good results and the essential role played 
by the Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking in ensuring net accelerations in green 
technologies aimed to improve safety and to reduce the CO2 and greenhouse gas 
emissions, as well as the noise levels produced by aircraft; calls for a stronger EASA 
involvement in the monitoring of the research performed by the 2 undertakings and 
the need to deploy quickly the environmental labelling programme, making use of 
the EASA competences in certifying technologies; stresses the urgency to induce 
connectivity and increase efficiency by defragmenting European airspace through 
initiatives aiming to increase safety, reduce delays and the environmental impact of 
air traffic;
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17. Welcomes the direct support of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) to 
Member States’ efforts in implementing environmental legislation and its assistance 
in tackling maritime pollution and in monitoring emissions; believes that with 
further resources, the Agency can play an important role in supporting Member 
States in mitigating shipping-related environmental risks and in improving the 
sustainability of the maritime sector.


