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Subject: Proposal for a Council regulation establishing the Joint Undertakings under 
Horizon Europe (2021/0048(NLE))

Dear Mr Busoi,

Council has requested the opinion of the European Parliament on the proposal for the 
Regulation to establish the Joint Undertakings under Horizon Europe (2021/0048(NLE)). Your 
Committee is responsible for this file in Parliament. The Committee on Transport and Tourism 
believes that this proposal establishing the Joint Undertakings is a very important one. 
Unfortunately, due to time constraints, we were not in a position to present a fully fledge 
opinion to your Committee. Therefore, in accordance with Rule 56, the Committee on Transport 
and Tourism decided to submit to your Committee an opinion in the form of this letter.

The Committee on Transport and Tourism wishes to make the following remarks:

 Recalls the importance played by the European partnerships in achieving the 
Commission’s strategic objectives, namely, accelerating the transition towards a green, 
climate neutral, and digital Europe, while creating jobs and strengthening the resilience 
and competitiveness of European industries and especially their small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs).

 Highlights that joint undertakings should have mandate and operational guidelines to 
implement synergies with collaborative research work programmes and should be funded 
with appropriate budget, suitable for their objectives.

 Reminds that joint undertakings should be implemented using a structure and rules that 
enhance efficiency, flexibility and ensure maximum administrative simplification for the 
beneficiaries and reduction of their administrative burden, while ensuring budgetary 
transparency and cost savings

 Reminds the importance of the European partnerships in driving the development of a 
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sustainable EU tourism policy, where smart and sustainable mobility and connectivity 
plays a critical role; 

 Reminds the importance of exploring the possibility of creating a European partnership 
for maritime sector to support the Commission’s strategic objectives; 

 Calls for secondary legislation introducing efficient and harmonised rules for in-kind 
contributions, evaluation and intellectual property rights implementation 

 Welcomes the set up of Clean Aviation Joint Undertaking, which will build on the 
experience gained from the Clean Sky and Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertakings, bringing 
together more than 900 participants from industry, SMEs, research and academia for 
achieving the best innovative results . Recalls the importance to accelerate the 
development and deployment of European value chain for clean hydrogen, hybrid-electric 
and electric technologies, contributing to a sustainable decarbonised and fully integrated 
energy system. Encourages close collaboration between Clean Aviation JU and the 
European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) to ensure an early exchange of 
knowledge on new technologies developed; asks for an appropriate public contribution at 
the levels of private commitments.

 Welcomes the set up of Europe’s Rail Joint Undertaking, which will build on the 
successful results of Shift2Rail’s work to speed up the development and deployment of 
innovative technologies in passenger, freight and intermodal services with the objective 
to create more attractive, digital, sustainable and affordable EU rail system; welcomes 
also the new “System pillar” approach to increase the output of the research activities in 
terms of industrialisation and standardisation, and to step-up the benefits throughout the 
whole value chain.. Stresses that the Single European Railway Area should be completed, 
eliminating barriers to interoperability and providing solutions for full integration, 
covering traffic management, rolling stock, infrastructure and services, thereby relying 
on innovative technologies of small and large enterprises alike.

 Believes that the Europe’s Rail Joint Undertaking shall also have the following specific 
objectives: 

 enable the sector to converge on a single operational concept and system 
architecture, including the definition of the services, functional blocks and 
interfaces, which form the basis of rail system operations; 

 provide the overall framework to respond to the user demands for high quality and 
door-to-door mobility within an integrated system approach; 

 support the rapid and broad deployment of advanced traffic management and 
control systems, by offering improved functionalities and standardised interfaces 
based on common operational concepts, facilitating migration from legacy systems, 
cutting overall costs, and adapting them to the needs of the different rail segments 
as well as to the needs of a multimodal smart mobility system. As in the previous 
partnership, in the future Europe's Rail JU the involvement of the European Union 
Agency for Railways (ERA) as the system authority for the ERTMS is therefore 
essential.
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 Welcomes the set up of Single European Sky ATM Research 3 Joint Undertaking, 
which will build on the experience of the SESAR Joint Undertaking and continue its 
coordination role for ATM research in the Union to accelerate the digital transformation 
of aviation infrastructure, by also playing a pivotal role in the definition of a framework 
for the safe integration and sustainable exploitation of unmanned aircraft (U-space). 
Stresses the aim to make the European airspace the most safe, secure, efficient and 
environmentally friendly sky to fly in the world, optimising routes and contributing to at 
least a 10% overall emission reduction in line with EU’s  climate neutrality targets as 
soon as possible and to support the competitiveness and recovery of Europe’s aviation 
sector following the COVID-19 crisis.

I hope that this TRAN contribution, which is supported by a broad majority of the political 
groups, would be taken on-board in the Report.

Yours sincerely,

((signed)) [Karima Delli] 

CC: Legislative Coordination


