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Amendment 1
Daniel Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Takes note of European 
Commission’s assessment that the 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) presents 
a low risk of error; requests however that 
the Commission, together with the Court 
and OLAF, closely monitor the EU 
transport projects, as public investment in 
infrastructure is particularly sensitive to 
fraud;

2. Takes note of European 
Commission’s assessment that the 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) presents 
a low risk of error; requests however that 
the Commission, together with the Court 
and OLAF, closely monitor the EU 
transport projects, as public investment in 
infrastructure is particularly sensitive to 
fraud; considers this essential not only to 
ensure transparency that prevents 
corruption and misuse of taxpayers' 
money, but also to ensure that the highest 
safety standards for the users are not 
compromised;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Josianne Cutajar, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Takes note of European 
Commission’s assessment that the 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) presents 
a low risk of error; requests however that 
the Commission, together with the Court 
and OLAF, closely monitor the EU 
transport projects, as public investment in 
infrastructure is particularly sensitive to 
fraud;

2. Takes note of European 
Commission’s assessment that the 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) presents 
a low risk of error; requests however that 
the Commission, together with the Court 
and OLAF, closely monitor the EU 
transport projects in order to prevent 
fraud, as public investment in 
infrastructure is particularly vulnerable to 
fraud;

Or. en
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Amendment 3
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Notes that by the end of 2019 out 
of the total ESIF allocations for the 
current MFF (465 billion euros) only 40 
% had been paid out to the Member 
States, compared with 46 % by the end of 
2012, the corresponding year of the 
previous MFF. During 2019, 12 % of total 
allocations were paid, similar to the 
proportion of the allocations paid in 2012, 
the corresponding year of the previous 
MFF (13 %).

Or. en

Amendment 4
Pierre Karleskind, Dominique Riquet, Nicola Danti, Caroline Nagtegaal, Jan-Christoph 
Oetjen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Welcomes the launch in2019 of 
the “Greening the blue” project that aims 
at reducing emissions and producing 
more efficient propulsion systems with a 
foldable windsail solution; notes that it 
was funded by the European Maritime 
and Fisheries Fund;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Pierre Karleskind, Dominique Riquet, Nicola Danti, Caroline Nagtegaal, Jan-Christoph 
Oetjen

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Notes that by the sixth year of the 
current programming period 2014-2020 
only around 31% of the funds initially 
awarded had resulted in payments by 
January 2020, putting into question the full 
implementation of CEF; calls on Member 
States to significantly speed up investments 
and on the Commission to step up its 
monitoring in view of the urgent need for 
infrastructure investment for the speedy 
recovery from the Covid-19 related 
economic downturn;

5. Notes that by the sixth year of the 
current programming period 2014-2020 
only around 31% of the funds initially 
awarded had resulted in payments by 
January 2020, putting into question the full 
implementation of CEF; calls on Member 
States to significantly speed up investments 
and on the Commission to step up its 
monitoring in view of the urgent need for 
infrastructure investment for the speedy 
recovery from the Covid-19 related 
economic downturn; calls on the 
Commission to ensure the long-term and 
coherent planning of commitments and 
calls and to enhance the link between 
funding and the achievement of projects 
milestones in order to ensure the timely 
completion of the core TEN-T networks; 
notes the need to prioritize the global 
network when using the ESIF available 
for road projects in complementarity to 
the core network.

Or. en

Amendment 6
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Josianne Cutajar, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Notes that by the sixth year of the 
current programming period 2014-2020 
only around 31% of the funds initially 
awarded had resulted in payments by 
January 2020, putting into question the full 
implementation of CEF; calls on Member 
States to significantly speed up investments 
and on the Commission to step up its 
monitoring in view of the urgent need for 
infrastructure investment for the speedy 
recovery from the Covid-19 related 

5. Notes that by the sixth year of the 
current programming period 2014-2020 
only around 31% of the funds initially 
awarded had resulted in payments by 
January 2020, putting into question the full 
implementation of CEF; calls on the 
Commission to warn Member States to 
significantly speed up investments and also 
calls on the Commission to step up its 
monitoring in view of the urgent need for 
infrastructure investment for the speedy 
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economic downturn; recovery from the Covid-19 related 
economic downturn and to ensure 
interconnectivity at the European level;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Mario Furore, Laura Ferrara

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Draws attention to the conclusions 
of European Court of Auditors' Special 
Report 10/2020, which raise serious 
doubts about the economic and 
environmental benefits of the Lyon-Turin 
rail link project and emphasise that the 
traffic forecasts have been shown not to 
reflect the real situation; calls on the 
Commission to review the project and 
suspend the funding earmarked for it;

Or. it

Amendment 8
Clare Daly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Reiterates its support to the 
addition of a pillar of military mobility to 
TEN-T policy with adoption of the Action 
Plan in March 2018; regrets that the 
proposal by the Commission and 
European Parliament to include a new 
envelope dedicated to military mobility 
needs of EUR 6,5 billion under the CEF 
budget for 2021-2027 has been drastically 
reduced;

deleted
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Or. en

Amendment 9
Daniel Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Reiterates its support to the 
addition of a pillar of military mobility to 
TEN-T policy with adoption of the Action 
Plan in March 2018; regrets that the 
proposal by the Commission and 
European Parliament to include a new 
envelope dedicated to military mobility 
needs of EUR 6,5 billion under the CEF 
budget for 2021-2027 has been drastically 
reduced;

6. Welcomes that the proposal to 
include a new envelope dedicated to 
military mobility under the CEF budget for 
2021-2027 has been drastically reduced;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Pierre Karleskind, Dominique Riquet, Nicola Danti, Caroline Nagtegaal, Ondřej 
Kovařík, Jan-Christoph Oetjen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Reiterates its support to the addition 
of a pillar of military mobility to TEN-T 
policy with adoption of the Action Plan in 
March 2018; regrets that the proposal by 
the Commission and European Parliament 
to include a new envelope dedicated to 
military mobility needs of EUR 6,5 billion 
under the CEF budget for 2021-2027 has 
been drastically reduced;

6. Reiterates its support to the addition 
of a pillar of military mobility to TEN-T 
policy with adoption of the Action Plan in 
March 2018; regrets that the proposal by 
the Commission and European Parliament 
to include a new envelope dedicated to 
military mobility needs of EUR 6,5 billion 
under the CEF budget for 2021-2027 has 
been drastically reduced; notes the 
importance of increasing our capacities to 
react to emergency situations that military 
mobility could support;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Pierre Karleskind, Dominique Riquet, Nicola Danti, Ondřej Kovařík, Jan-Christoph 
Oetjen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls on the Commission to 
further develop its mechanism and tools 
enabling awareness and information to 
citizens and stakeholders on the tourism 
and transport projects it funds under the 
European Regional development Fund 
and cohesion Funds”

Or. en

Amendment 12
Daniel Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Reiterates the Parliament’s request 
for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
Tourism, to support this sector severely hit 
by the Covid-19 crisis; welcomes that the 
Court has launched an audit to assess 
tourism projects co-funded with EUR 6.4 
billion in 2007-2013 and EUR 4 billion so 
far in 2014-2020 ERDF and Cohesion 
Fund money, which will help improving 
EU Tourism policies;

7. Reiterates the Parliament’s request 
for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
Sustainable Tourism, to 
support the recovery and transformation 
of a sector severely hit by the Covid-19 
crisis and make it resilient for the future 
and compliant with the European Green 
Deal ambitions; welcomes that the Court 
has launched an audit to assess tourism 
projects co-funded with EUR 6.4 billion in 
2007-2013 and EUR 4 billion so far in 
2014-2020 ERDF and Cohesion Fund 
money, which will help improving EU 
Tourism policies;

Or. en
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Amendment 13
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Josianne Cutajar, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Reiterates the Parliament’s request 
for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
Tourism, to support this sector severely hit 
by the Covid-19 crisis; welcomes that the 
Court has launched an audit to assess 
tourism projects co-funded with EUR 6.4 
billion in 2007-2013 and EUR 4 billion so 
far in 2014-2020 ERDF and Cohesion 
Fund money, which will help improving 
EU Tourism policies;

7. Reiterates the Parliament’s request 
for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
an important sector in the EU economy, 
such as Tourism, to support this sector 
severely hit by the Covid-19 crisis; 
welcomes that the Court has launched an 
audit to assess tourism projects co-funded 
with EUR 6.4 billion in 2007-2013 and 
EUR 4 billion so far in 2014-2020 ERDF 
and Cohesion Fund money, which will help 
improving EU Tourism policies;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Pierre Karleskind, Caroline Nagtegaal, Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Dominique Riquet, 
Nicola Danti, Ondřej Kovařík

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Reiterates the Parliament’s request 
for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
Tourism, to support this sector severely hit 
by the Covid-19 crisis; welcomes that the 
Court has launched an audit to assess 
tourism projects co-funded with EUR 6.4 
billion in 2007-2013 and EUR 4 billion so 
far in 2014-2020 ERDF and Cohesion 
Fund money, which will help improving 
EU Tourism policies;

7. Reiterates the Parliament’s request 
for the creation of a new budgetary line for 
Tourism, in order to finance a tourism fit 
for the future, digitalized and sustainable; 
welcomes that the Court has launched an 
audit to assess tourism projects co-funded 
with EUR 6.4 billion in 2007-2013 and 
EUR 4 billion so far in 2014-2020 ERDF 
and Cohesion Fund money, which will help 
improving EU Tourism policies;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Josianne Cutajar, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7 a. Notes that the Court continued to 
find a high number of errors in relation to 
public procurement, state aid rules and 
grant award procedures, mainly in 
‘Cohesion’ and ‘Natural resources’. 
These errors contributed 20 % to Court's 
estimated level of error for high-risk 
expenditure (2018: 16 %), for this reason, 
the Commission should identify ways to 
reduce errors;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Pierre Karleskind, Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Dominique Riquet, Nicola Danti

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7 a. Notes that the Court of Auditors 
points out the underuse of the cohesion 
fund to finance kilometres of railway lines 
in its 2019 audit; regrets that there is no 
clear trend towards more sustainable 
modes of transport ; underlines the 
importance of investing in sustainable 
transport networks

Or. en

Amendment 17
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Josianne Cutajar, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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7 b. Welcomes that the Commission 
has elaborated a Public Procurement 
Action Plan, updated several times since 
2014;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7 c. The overall audit evidence the 
Court obtained and have presented, 
indicates that the level of error in 
spending on ‘Economic, social and 
territorial cohesion’ was material. For 
this MFF sub-heading, Court's testing of 
transactions produced an estimated 
overall level of error of 4,4 %;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Maria Grapini, István Ujhelyi, Josianne Cutajar, Sara Cerdas, Isabel García Muñoz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7 d. Recommends the Commission to 
enhance its information campaign 
regarding H2020 funding rules, with 
particular focus on SMEs.

Or. en


