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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

– having regard to Article 225 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– having regard to the Product Liability Directive 85/374/EEC,

– having regard to Rule 56 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas artificial intelligence (“AI”) and other emerging digital technologies have the 
potential to transform our societies and economies for the better; nonetheless, it is 
impossible to completely exclude the possibility of damage, injury or loss of life 
resulting from the operation of such technologies;

B. whereas AI in transport is driving the evolution of the next generation of IT systems and 
its application involves using many types of technologies such as autonomous vehicles 
and traffic management solutions;

C. whereas the Union liability framework is complemented by national liability regimes 
and both should reflect the complexity of emerging technologies in order to provide the 
same level of protection while maintaining a balance with the needs of technological 
innovation; 

D. whereas Union and national legislation should ensure high product safety both ex ante 
and throughout a product’s life cycle, while facilitating the compensation of victims ex 
post;

1. Underlines that AI can be applied at different levels in vehicles and has an important 
impact on their autonomy and consequently on civil liability;

2. Underlines that automated functionalities can bring significant safety improvements in 
the medium and long term; notes that AI could also be used for planning and guiding 
logistics chains, and for increasing efficiency, resilience, reliability and flexibility;

3. Stresses the importance of defining a clear division of responsibilities between software 
developers, manufacturers of various components, service providers and operators and 
end users;

4. Underlines that for AI-related applications with a specific high-risk profile, there is a 
need for a risk-based approach depending on the levels of automation;

5. Recommends that when an operator has a higher degree of control than the owner or 
user of an actual product or service equipped with AI, that operator is best positioned to 
manage the risks and should therefore be held liable; notes that each obligation should 
rest on the actor who is best placed to address the risk;

6. Emphasises the need to guarantee the same level of product safety as that currently 
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existing, to ease the remedy to victims of accidents, to avoid increasing current 
litigation costs; and to avoid legal uncertainty, especially for businesses that are 
marketing their products in the EU and globally;

7. Stresses the importance of ensuring that drivers are always fully aware of a vehicle’s 
level of automation and their level of liability: drivers should be informed about their 
vehicles’ AI systems and related limitations of such systems such as activation, 
deactivation, failure; moreover, in-vehicle features should periodically remind the driver 
that he or she is in charge of monitoring the vehicle status;

8. Notes that there is a need to deploy event recorders for use in the event of severe 
accidents, in full respect of data protection and privacy law;

9. Calls for further analysis of the need to adapt the European Driving Licence Directive 
due to automated functionalities of vehicles;

10. Underlines that liability schemes in the event of an accident or a violation of traffic 
legislation need to be carefully designed for each level of automation and 
communicated in a clear way to the users in order to ensure a smooth transition between 
full driver liability to full manufacturer and road operator liability;

11. Notes that automated vehicles deal with variable signals and conditions; calls as a result 
for a regular update of digital maps providing a compulsory minimum set of 
information about the road network;

12. Asks the Commission to present guidelines to avoid fragmented regulatory approaches 
at national level, taking into consideration the Product Liability Directive and national 
liability regimes.


