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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

Introduction - 

1. Welcomes the ambitions affirmed by the Commission in its communications of 19 
February 20201 in the area of AI artificial intelligence (AI) and data;

2. Highlights the fact that the development of AI technologies in the transport sector has the 
potential to bring considerable economic, societal, environmental and safety benefits;

3.  Affirms that defining the appropriate legal framework for intellectual property rights for 
AI and connectivity innovations, as well as for access to and security of data will be key 
in the development and smooth and wide dissemination of AI technologies in transport;

4. Considers that IP protection strategies will constantly evolve over time as AI evolves, and 
that it will be necessary to take account of issues such as flexible copyright, patent 
protection or even trade secrets rules, and to consider what route will provide innovators  
with the broadest and most robust means of IP protection;

5. Calls on the Commission to take into account the seven key requirements identified in the 
Guidelines of the High-Level Expert Group, as welcomed by it in its communication of 
8 April 20192 in all legislation dealing with AI;

IP rights and AI innovations

6. Notes that the current fragmented legal framework of IP rights represents an obstacle for 
the development of AI technologies in transport; calls on the Commission, therefore, to 
evaluate the fitness of its intellectual property regime for the development of AI 
technologies and to put forward the legislative proposals it finds necessary;

7. Calls on the Commission to evaluate the possibility and relevance for companies of 
obtaining patents based on software or algorithms with a view to ensuring both the 
protection of innovation and the need for transparency required for trustworthy AI;

8. Is fully aware that progress in AI will have to be paired with major improvements in 
connectivity in order to come to full fruition; takes note of the intensive patenting activity 
taking place in the transport sector when it comes to AI; expresses its concern that this 
may result in massive litigation that will be detrimental to the industry as a whole;

9. Points out that standard essential patents (SEPs) play a key role in the development and 
dissemination of new AI technologies and ensuring interoperability; calls on the 
Commission to encourage the emergence of cross-industry standards and formal 
standardisation; recalls in this regard the Commission’s communication of 29 November 

1 (COM(2020)0064, COM(2020)0065, COM(2020)0066 and COM(2020)0067).
2 “Building trust in human-centric artificial intelligence (COM(2019)0168)”.
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2017 on SEP licensing and the key principles it set out for transparency in SEPs, namely 
fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory (FRAND) licensing and enforcement; draws 
particular attention to SEPs that can improve security for transport users;

Intellectual property rights and data

10. Welcomes the Commission’s willingness to ensure that data will be collected and used 
and in full compliance with the EU’s strict data protection rules;

11. Welcomes the Commission’s aim of creating a single European data space with 
investment in standards, tools and infrastructure; supports in particular the establishment 
of a common European mobility data space;

12. Calls on the Commission to address the question of data and intellectual property 
protection;

13. Welcomes the future establishment of an enabling and flexible legislative framework for 
the governance of common European data spaces, as well as the Commission’s 
willingness to foster business-to-government and business-to-business data sharing and 
to limit mandatory access to data under FRAND conditions to the cases where specific 
circumstances so dictate;

14. Calls on the Commission to pay special attention to access for SMEs to data that could 
boost their activity;

15. Endorses the Commission’s willingness to invite the key players from the manufacturing 
sector - transport manufacturers, AI and connectivity innovators - to agree on the 
conditions under which they would be ready to share their data.


