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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the EU transport sector is essential for the Union’s economic, social and 
environmental development, for its sustainability and for ensuring the territorial 
accessibility and connectivity of all regions of the EU, with particular attention for 
peripheral, rural, insular and outermost regions and other disadvantaged geographical 
areas; 

B. whereas transport will be key to achieving climate neutrality by 2050; whereas 
sufficient investment is needed to advance towards the digital and green transition in the 
sector and to accelerate the shift to sustainable and smart mobility in line with the goals 
of the Green Deal;

C. whereas tourism is an essential sector for the EU economy, and its fourth largest export 
industry, and plays an important role for the EU economy, competitiveness, 
employment and the promotion of social well-being;

D. whereas the transport and tourism sectors are among the hardest hit by the recent 
COVID-19 crisis; whereas transport has proven vital to ensuring the continuous flow of 
goods across the EU during the crisis, and will be of the utmost importance in the 
distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine; 

1. Requests the strengthening of the actions needed to reduce emissions and to ensure a 
just transition to climate neutrality by 2050; requests, therefore, sufficient funding for 
the flagship projects, objectives and initiatives in the Sustainable and Smart Mobility 
Strategy - in accordance with the Green Deal’s regulatory requirements - and, in 
particular, for the boosting of financial support for smart and sustainable mobility 
actions; 

2. Reiterates that the digital and green transition should be just, inclusive and non-
discriminatory in order to ensure that the transport sector’s workforce, business and 
SMEs can adjust to this transition, and to support the regions and communities most 
affected; considers it important to allocate proper funding for this adjustment process, as 
well as for training and equipping the sector’s workforce with new expertise and skill 
for new job prospects and requirements;

3. Calls for an ambitious budget for the EU transport and tourism sectors; considers that 
the financing of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) as decided for the 2021-2027 
multiannual financial framework (MFF) is insufficient for the sector’s needs and 
challenges; reiterates the CEF’s crucial role in fostering the development of a high-
performance trans-European network (TEN-T); reiterates that appropriate funding for 
transport projects will be instrumental in boosting its recovery and accelerating the shift 
to sustainable and smart mobility; 

4. Regrets the reduction of the financing for the Invest EU programme compared to 
Parliament’s demands given the programme’s role in fostering sustainable and safe 
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infrastructure; regrets, further, the subsequent considerable reduction in financing for 
the InvestEU annual budget of more than 40 % (commitment appropriations) from 2020 
to 2021; 

5. Notes with regret the sharp decrease in the Cohesion Fund contribution to the CEF for 
transport in 2021; requests that the 2022 budget re-establishes the contribution to its 
2020 level to reflect the crucial role that Union transport policy and investment play in 
enhancing territorial, social and economic cohesion in the Union, in particular through 
the completion of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) core and 
comprehensive networks; 

6. Considers that the improvement of network maintenance contributes to its efficiency 
and seamless continuity, enhances the sustainability, performance, and thus the 
resilience of TEN-T infrastructure, while also improving road safety; calls on the 
Commission to facilitate investments in network maintenance and to implement a core 
network monitoring plan on maintenance at the European level with a view to ensuring 
the smooth connectivity of all territories in the EU;

7. Regrets the drastic cut of 75 % in the funding of military mobility under the transport 
pillar compared to the initial Action plan of March 2018, considerably reducing the 
ambition of this new policy objective which aims to adapt parts of the TEN-T networks 
for a dual use of the transport infrastructure with a view to improving both civilian and 
military mobility;

8. Reiterates Parliament’s urgent and repeated request for the creation of a specific 
programme for sustainable tourism at European level, including the allocation of a 
budget of EUR 300 million; highlights that this would help this sector strongly 
connected to transport to recover from the COVID-19 crisis, and would be a first step 
towards improving EU tourism policies;

9. Requests that the funding of European transport agencies and joint undertakings be 
aligned with their level of responsibility; recalls in particular the role of the European 
Union Agency for Railways (ERA) and the Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking in achieving a 
lasting shift from road to rail, and the progress in the establishment of the Single 
European Railway Area; recalls, similarly, the significant workload generated for the 
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) by the Boeing 737 Max investigations, and 
the role the Agency plays - along with the Clean Sky 2 and SESAR joint undertakings - 
in reducing CO2 emissions per passenger; stresses the role the European Maritime 
Safety Agency (EMSA) could play in supporting Member States in mitigating shipping-
related environmental risks and in improving the sustainability of the maritime sector if 
provided with further resources;

10. Highlights the important role that European partnerships could play in boosting 
innovation and research, and in improving the transport sector’s performance and safety 
while promoting reductions in transport emissions based on technological progress and 
rules; points out that EU financing programmes such as Horizon Europe could play a 
key role in promoting partnerships with EU countries, the private sector, foundations 
and other stakeholders; requests therefore that the financial means available to the 
Horizon Europe research programme be increased;



PA\1222950EN.docx 5/5 PE663.390v01-00

EN

11. Welcomes the role of the new Recovery and Resilience Facility and related national 
plans in mitigating the socioeconomic impact of the COVID-19, and in stimulating the 
recovery in the transport and tourism sectors, as well as in advancing towards the green 
and digital transition.


