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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Regional Development, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas the blue economy in the Atlantic ocean accounts for 36 % of the EU’s blue 
economy gross added value;

B. whereas increased coordination and cooperation between the Atlantic regions constitute 
the only way forward towards mitigating the effects of the current COVID-19 crisis;

C. whereas the action plan adopted by the Commission to update its Atlantic maritime 
strategy includes the same principles set out in the European Green Deal and in its 
digital strategy;

1. Supports the principle of sustainable development as the main driver for economic 
growth in the EU; calls on the Commission to promote research, development and 
innovation as tools that contribute towards the clean energy transition;

2. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to complete priority projects included 
in the Trans-European Transport Network for the Atlantic Arc; underlines the fact that 
the various macro-regional strategies have been effective at facilitating cooperation, 
recovery and the efficient use of EU programmes; calls, therefore, on the Commission 
to draft an Atlantic macro-regional strategy based on the current sea basin strategy for 
the Atlantic;

3. Calls on the Commission to focus on further ways to boost the decarbonisation of 
maritime transport as a way to promote investments towards sustainability;

4. Highlights the fact that investment in coordination and cooperation between seaports, 
which act as gateways and hubs, is a priority for the blue economy; stresses that ports 
must play a key role in the shift towards sustainability and achieving balanced growth 
distribution across the territory;

5. Supports sustainable practices in coastal and maritime tourism, since they are essential 
for the competitiveness of the Atlantic area and in the creation of high-value jobs 
focusing on blue education and vocational training;

6. Highlights the need to protect and promote the attractiveness of the Atlantic coastal 
areas, landscapes and cultural heritage using a holistic approach.


