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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the finding of the Court of Auditors that the accounts of the European Union 
Agency for Railways ('the Agency') for the 2020 financial year are legal and regular in 
all material aspects;

2. Notes that the Agency’s final annual budget for 2020 was EUR 30.76 million (EUR 27.56 
million from EU subsidy, EUR 1.96 million from fees and charges) and that the 
implementation rate for current year appropriations was 99,98 % in commitments;

3. Regrets that the cancelled payment appropriations amounted to almost 5 % (mainly due 
to the Covid-19 crisis) while the implementation rate for current-year appropriations was 
89,3 %;

4. Notes that the budget outturn in 2020 was EUR 114 225, up from EUR 59 486 in 2019;

5. Notes that 33 non-conformities were registered in 2020 (down from 41 in 2019,);

6. Welcomes that, following a successful start in 2019, the Agency has continued to perform 
its role of EU authority responsible for issuing authorisations for placing railway vehicles 
on the market, single safety certificates for railway undertakings and ERTMS trackside 
approvals, as stated in the legal framework of the 4th Railway Package;

7. Welcomes that the Agency continued to implement the measures prescribed by the 
Framework for Good Administrative Behaviour and continued the training on Ethics and 
Antifraud which is mandatory for all staff; welcomes the fact that no cases of suspicion 
of fraud have been transmitted to OLAF;

8. Recalls that the Agency has the smallest budget among the transport agencies despite the 
outstanding environmental performance and other benefits of rail transport; stresses in 
particular that the Agency should not be put in a position where it feels compelled to 
request additional support from the Commission, due to inadequate financial means, 
especially at a time when railways are a policy priority of the European Union; calls for 
an increase of the budget of the Agency in order to provide it with the necessary means 
to enable it to act as an efficient authority and to fulfil its tasks, particularly those with 
regard to increasing competitiveness, improving safety and cross-border interoperability;

9. Proposes that Parliament grants discharge to the Executive Director of the Agency in 
respect of the implementation of the Agency's budget for the financial year 2020.


