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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas a future-proof EU transport sector is fundamental for the connection and 
competitiveness of the EU and for strengthening economic, social and territorial 
cohesion;

B. whereas the recent crises, in particular the Russian war against Ukraine, pose severe 
challenges for the EU transport sector and its workers, in particular supply chain 
disruptions and rising energy prices, and require a coordinated response at EU level 
backed by adequate budgetary means;

1. Welcomes the Commission initiatives to establish the EU-Ukraine solidarity lanes and 
to set up a contingency plan to strengthen the EU transport sector; calls on the 
Commission to fully use budgetary flexibilities in this regard, building on the 
experience from the Emergency Support Instrument during the COVID-19 crisis;

2. Reiterates its calls for increased financing of transport infrastructure through EU 
funding, particularly the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF); suggests to this end, for the 
current multiannual financial framework (MFF), the mobilisation of unused funds under 
the Recovery and Resilience Facility and calls on the Commission to plan a successor 
programme to CEF II for the MFF 2028-2034, with reinforced funding;

3. Stresses that the CEF is a key enabler for achieving the objectives of the trans-European 
transport network (TEN-T) policy; points out that investment needs in the TEN-T are 
estimated at EUR 500 billion to complete the core network by 2030 and 
EUR 1500 billion for the entire network by 2050; highlights the strategic value of the 
TEN-T and CEF for meeting new objectives as regards the EU sustainable and smart 
mobility strategy, enhanced military mobility in the EU and stronger connectivity with 
our strategic partners in non-EU countries;

4. Recommends further strengthening synergies between the CEF and other programmes 
such as Horizon Europe and InvestEU, in order to support innovation, sustainability and 
safety in the transport sector and optimise the use of budgetary resources;

5. Points out that in the current geopolitical context, achieving the goals of the European 
Green Deal should be tackled together with the reduction of the EU’s energy 
dependency, which is critical for the transport sector; welcomes in this respect the 
Commission’s initiative for a REPowerEU plan and calls on the Commission to 
promptly adopt further measures to address rising transport and energy costs;

6. Stresses that the transition to a smart and sustainable mobility system has to be fair and 
inclusive and requires mitigating the risk of energy and mobility poverty and protecting 
the most vulnerable; considers that to ensure a successful transition, it is essential to 
invest in the upskilling and reskilling of workers; therefore insists on targeted measures 
within the ‘Fit for 55’ package in that respect, in coordination with Member States’ 
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plans;

7. Regrets the fragmentation of the funding possibilities available for tourism in the 
current MFF; highlights that this economically important sector, especially the small 
and medium-sized enterprises, is struggling to overcome the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the crisis caused by the current war; reiterates the urgency of creating a 
specific EU programme on sustainable tourism and introducing a dedicated budget line 
to address the needs of the sector; insists on its request for the establishment of a 
European crisis mechanism for the EU tourism sector and of a European agency for 
tourism.


