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Committee on Environment, Public health and Food Safety
Subcommittee on Human Rights

Joint Hearing on the Implications of Climate Change on Human Rights, 
with presentation of a DROI study "Human Rights and Climate 

Change: EU policy options" and exchange of views on environmental 
human rights defenders

co-chaired by Ms Lochbihler and Mr Groote

Wednesday, 11 July 2012

15.15 - 17.15

Room: A1G2, Altiero Spinelli
European Parliament, Brussels

Draft Programme

Part 1: Implications of climate change on human rights (15.15 -16.30)

The hearing will focus on the links between human rights and climate change. The EU's 
leading role in defending human rights and promoting environmental law can only be 
credible if the EU acts consistently, avoiding double standards between its human rights 
policy and other external policies, and between environmental internal and external policies. 
In this aspect the EU has been systematically confronted by civil society organisations at 
international summits, like at UN Climate Change summits or more recently at the Earth 
summit, in Rio.
The hearing will also address the protection of the most vulnerable populations in 
vulnerable environments, like indigenous populations be them from the Arctic Pole or from 
Tropical Forests. 

Introductory remarks by Ms Barbara Lochbihler and Mr Mathias Groote, co-chairs

- Presentation of a study on "Human Rights and Climate Change: EU policy options", 
by Ms Cournil and Ms Tabau, co-leaders
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- Mr Olivier de Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food 

- Ms Magda Stoczkiewicz, director, Friends of the Earth Europe 

- Mr Steve Trent, executive director, Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF)

Debate with Members of the European Parliament

With the participation of Members from the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety

- MEP Richard Seeber (EPP)

- MEP Satu Hassi (Greens/EFA)

Part 2: the challenges for environmental human rights defenders (16.30-17.15)

The EP Resolution on Human Rights Defenders of 2010 stressed that certain groups and 
categories of defenders are particularly exposed to attacks and human rights violations as a 
result of the work they carry out. These include defenders working to promote civil and 
political rights as well as economic, social and cultural rights, notably collective rights such 
as the right to food and access to natural resources, and also those working for minorities'
and indigenous peoples' rights. Defenders involved in resource development disputes may 
suffer violations of their communities' self-determination rights, of their right to participate
in decisions that affect their environment and their way of life.  Their rights to a healthy 
environment, property, culture, or rights as indigenous people are often curtailed.

- Ms Marta Zogbi, Friends of the Earth Europe, Coordinator of the EIDHR-funded project 
"Mobilising global protection for environmental and human rights defenders", 

- Mr Leonel Angel Raymundo, environmental human rights defender, Asociación para la 
Promoción y el Desarrollo de la Comunidad - CEIBA, Guatemala, 

- Mr Patrice Lenormand, Devco, on funding of specific initiatives for environmental 
human rights defenders 

Debate with Members.

Conclusions by the Co-Chairs.
The exchange of views can be followed online
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=DROI

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=DROI
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