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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Honourable Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the 

European Union and Africa

Honourable President of the European Council                                                                            

Honourable President of the African Union 

Honourable President of the European Commission

Honourable Chair of the African Union Commission                                                                           

Honourable Secretary--General of the United Nations     

Honourable President of the Pan-African Parliament

Honourable High Representative- Vice President of the EU

Honourable Co-Presidents of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

Honourable Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament, it is a both a 

great honour and also my duty as a parliamentarian to address you together with 

my colleague Bethel Nnaemeka Amadi, President of the Pan-African 

Parliament, in order to present to you the final declaration adopted by the 

Parliamentary Summit held over the last two days here in Brussels.

The declaration is the fruit of two days of debate and drafting, and I would like 

to pay tribute to the members of parliament from both institutions as well as the 

staff involved for the efforts made in finalising what I believe is both a fair 



reflection of our discussions as well as a significant contribution to the Summit 

itself.

The Summit is taking place at a difficult time both in the EU and in Africa. The 

economic crisis is hitting everyone very hard, there are existing and potential 

conflicts on both our continents and our citizens are becoming more and more 

worried about their future. It is at times like this that leadership becomes more 

crucial and in our respective democracies it is elected parliamentarians who 

carry the biggest responsibility. That is why the parliamentary dimension of the 

Summit, which we represent, is so important, as is the message which we 

convey to you. The role of the Pan-African Parliament is crucial in this regard 

and we call for support, both political and material, for its role to be 

strengthened.

The declaration

The Declaration focusses on the main political, economic and social issues 

affecting the on-going relations between the EU and Africa, addressing 

institutional, financial and human aspects, all within the context of 

transparency, accountability and mutual respect. It is essential for the regular 

dialogue at high level and ministerial level which has been lacking in recent 

years to be stepped-up in this regard.

The political dimension

The Summit will have to address a number of difficult political issues, relating 

to national and regional conflicts, the aftermath of the Arab Spring and its 

impact, especially in the northern part of the African continent, as well as the 

recurring problems in Africa in the fields of democracy, the rule of law, 



governance and human rights. In our Declaration there is much emphasis on 

support for the achievements of the African Peace Facility and its future 

development. The fight against impunity and the formal dialogue on human 

rights and democratic governance are important areas in this regard.

The economic dimension

In terms of macro-economic governance, the Declaration addresses the key 

issues of taxation and illicit financial flows and calls for taxation systems on 

Africa to be developed and for the fight against tax evasion and corruption to be 

stepped up. In terms of trade there needs to be greater emphasis on intra-African 

trade and adding value to African products. There should also be more transfer 

of technology and skills, and greater emphasis on education and vocational 

training in order to promote the industrialisation of Africa while respecting ILO 

standards and the concept of corporate social responsibility.

The social dimension

The two Parliaments examined the relative successes in the achievement of the 

Millennium Development Goals, agreeing that much remains to be done, and 

they intend to monitor closely the commitments and implementation of the 

Post-2015 Development Framework. The Declaration also calls for ambitious 

reforms for the social security sector and for progress to be made in ending 

child, early and forced marriages and female genital mutilation. Migration and 

its root causes, as well as issues around human rights, in particular 

discrimination against minorities, are also addressed. It was, however, not 

possible to arrive at agreement on the subject of discrimination on the grounds 

of sexual orientation, with European members calling for this matter to be 

addressed more forcefully.



Conclusion

I do hope that the Summit will address the issues that are raised in our 

Declaration and thereby contribute to the improvement of the well-being of the 

peoples of Africa despite all of the difficulties that currently plague the 

continent. The parliamentary dimension is so crucial in this regard as we 

parliamentarians are central to the transparent and accountable scrutiny over the 

executives and the decisions they take on behalf of all the citizens of our two 

great continents.

On behalf of the delegation of the European Parliament I thank you for your 

attention.
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