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I. LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 
 

 

FIRST READING and TRIALOGUES 
 
 

 Directive concerning measures to ensure a high common level of 
network and information 
(Rapporteur: Andreas Schwab) 

 
The aim of the proposed Directive is to ensure a high common level of 
network and information security (NIS). This means improving the security of 
the Internet and the private networks and information systems underpinning 
the functioning of our societies and economies. This will be achieved by 
requiring the Member States to increase their preparedness and improve their 
cooperation with each other, and by requiring operators of critical 
infrastructures, such as energy, transport, and key providers of information 
society services (e-commerce platforms, social networks, etc), as well as 
public administrations to adopt appropriate steps to manage security risks and 
report serious incidents to the national competent authorities. The report was 
adopted by IMCO on 23 January 2014 and by the Plenary on 13 March 2014. 
No informal negotiations with the Council took place. 
 
 

 Accessibility of public sector bodies' website 
(Rapporteur: Jorgo Chatzimarkakis) 

 
This proposal for a directive supports Member States to achieve their national 
commitments regarding web-accessibility as well as their commitment to the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
regarding websites of public sector bodies. Web-accessibility is of great 
importance for public sector bodies, to extend their reach and to fulfil their 
public responsibilities. The number of websites providing e-government 
services (about 380.500 in EU) and public sector websites (over 761.000 in 
EU) grow rapidly. The non-harmonised national approaches to web-
accessibility create barriers in the Internal Market. Suppliers that operate 
cross border face additional production costs. Competition, competitiveness 
and economic growth are hampered because enterprises, SMEs in particular, 
lack the knowledge and capacity to cope with all the specifications and 
procedures. Harmonisation of national measures for the public sector at EU 
level is being proposed as a necessary condition to put an end to this 
fragmentation and lack of confidence in the web-accessibility market. The 
draft report was adopted in November 2013 with a possible view of trialogue 
negotiations. In the end no informal negotiations with the Council took place 
and the report was adopted by the Plenary on 26 February 2014.
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Type-approval requirements for the deployment of the eCall in-vehicle 
system and amending Directive 2007/46/EC 

(Rapporteur: Olga Sehnalova) 
 

To help mitigate the consequences of serious road accidents, the EU has 
committed to putting in place an emergency call system known as eCall. To 
achieve that objective, on 13 June 2013 the Commission presented two 
legislative proposals aimed at ensuring that, from 1 October 2015, firstly, all 
new models of passenger cars and light duty vehicles would be fitted with 112 
eCall and, secondly, the necessary infrastructure would be created for the 
proper receipt and handling of eCalls in emergency call response centres - 
ensuring the compatibility, interoperability and continuity of the EU-wide eCall 
service. This proposal for a regulation provides for the mandatory introduction 
of an eCall in-vehicle system in new type-approved vehicles across the EU by 
1 October 2015. The IMCO Committee voted on its final report on 11 February 
2014 and the report was adopted by the Plenary on 26 February 2014. No 
trialogue negotiations took place.  
 
 

 Package Travel and assisted travel arrangements 
(Rapporteur: Hans-Peter Mayer) 
 

The overall objective of the Commission's revised proposal is to enhance the 
functioning of the Internal Market and achieve a high level of consumer 
protection through the approximation of rules on packages and other 
combinations of travel services. The proposal seeks to establish a level 
playing field between operators, remove legal obstacles to cross-border trade 
and reduce compliance costs for businesses. At the same time, it aims to 
clarify which combinations of travel services are protected under EU package 
travel rules and replace unclear and outdated provisions. It contains 
mandatory rules for the protection of travellers, which Member States or 
traders may not derogate from to the detriment of consumers. The report was 
adopted by IMCO on 11 February 2014 and by the Plenary on 12 March 2014.  
No trialogue negotiations took place.  
 
 

 Regulation amending Directive 94/62/EC, amending Regulation (EC) 
No 515/97 on mutual assistance between admin. Authorities of MS to 
ensure correct application of the law on customs and agricultural 
matters 
(Rapporteur: António Fernando Correia de Campos) 
 

The IMCO amendments proposed in the report seek to simplify and speed up 
the mechanisms for combating customs fraud and to avoid unnecessary and 
repetitive bureaucracy, to strengthen the security of the internal market and 
the products circulating within it, while at the same time providing consumers 
with a high level of protection. IMCO adopted the draft report on 18 March 
2014 with the Plenary foreseen for April 2014.  
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 New Legislative Framework alignment package (Implementation of 
the goods package), including 9 legislative proposals  
(Rapporteur: Zuzana Roithová) 

 
The overall objective is to ensure that products on the EU market are safe and 
fulfil all the requirements guaranteeing a high level of protection. Furthermore, 
this initiative also aims at simplifying the regulatory environment for products 
by making it much more coherent and user-friendly for economic operators 
and national authorities. Specific Objectives: Reduce the number of non-
compliant products, in particular of unsafe products. Ensure equal treatment 
of non-compliant products throughout the EU market and equal treatment of 
economic operators in the enforcement process. Ensure the reliability and 
high quality of conformity assessment activities carried out by notified bodies. 
Ensure more consistency of terminology and procedural requirements 
throughout the directives to facilitate their interpretation and implementation. 
The vote in IMCO took place on 10 July 2012 and 25 September 2012. The 
Trialogue negotiations were finalised in 2013 with the vote on the outcome of 
negotiations on 5 November 2013. The Plenary adoption took place on 5 
February 2014.  
 
 

 Consumer Product Safety (Directive 87/357/EC and Directive 
2001/95/EC) 
(Rapporteur: Cristel Schaldemose) 

 

 Market Surveillance of Products 
(Rapporteur: Sirpa Pietiäinen) 
 

 
The aim of this package is to enable better coherence of the rules regulating 
consumer products identification and traceability and improved coordination 
of the way authorities check products and enforce product safety rules 
across the European Union.  

The key changes included in the proposals are: 

 Alignment of the general obligations of economic operators to 
ensure the safety of all consumer products with clearer 
responsibilities for manufacturers, importers and distributors. 

 More effective tools to enforce safety and other product-related 
requirements and to take action against dangerous and non-
compliant product across all sectors through a single set of coherent 
rules for market surveillance. 

 Improved traceability of consumer products throughout the 
supply chain – enabling a swift and effective response to safety 
problems (e.g. recalls).  

 Creation of a more cooperative system of market surveillance 
across the EU. 
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 Streamlined procedures for the notification of dangerous 
products, and synergies between the existing Rapid Alert Information 
Sysem (RAPEX) and the Information and Communication System for 
Market Surveillance (ICSMS). 

 
The package was adopted on 17 October 2013 by the IMCO Committee with 
a view to continue trialogue negotiations. In the end, no trialogues took place 
and both reports were tabled for the Plenary in April 2014.  
 
 

 Registration of motor vehicles previously registered in another 
Member State 
(Rapporteur: Toine Manders) 
 

The main policy objective is to improve the functioning of the internal market 
through the elimination of barriers to the free movement of goods, services 
and workers, caused by the different administrative formalities and 
requirements for the registration of motor vehicles previously registered in 
another Member State. The report was adopted by the IMCO Committee in 
July 2013 with a view to trialogue negotiations with the Council. Finally, no 
negotiations were held and the Report was tabled for the April 2014 Plenary.  
 
 

 Harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the 
making available on the market of radio equipment 
(Rapporteur: Barbara Weiler) 

 
The purpose of this directive is to replace Directive 1999/5/EC which entered 
into force in 1999 and has ever since been crucial to establishing a common 
framework for the placing on the market, free movement and putting into 
service in the EU of radio equipment and telecommunications terminal 
equipment. The current Directive already includes essential requirements for 
the protection of health and safety, of electromagnetic compatibility and for 
the avoidance of harmful interference. Its revision primarily aims at improving 
the level of compliance and increasing the confidence of all stakeholders in 
the regulatory framework, as well as at clarifying and simplifying the Directive, 
including some limited adaptations of scope (notably revision of the definition 
of "radio equipment"), so as to facilitate its application and eliminate 
unnecessary burdens for economic operators and public authorities. The 
report was adopted by the IMCO Committee in September. The compromise 
text reached during the trialogue negotiations was voted by IMCO on 23 
January 2014 and the vote in the Plenary took place on 13 March 2014.  
 
 

 Electronic invoicing in public procurement 
(Rapporteur: Birgit Collin-Langen) 
 

This proposal for a directive complements the public procurement 
modernisation package, to be voted in plenary in January 2014. Public 
procurement is the process used by government institutions, public sector 
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organisations and certain utilities undertakings to buy supplies, services and 
public works. Such expenditure is a significant and influential component of 
the economy. Moving towards more efficient paperless procedures is 
expected to yield great benefits, and to promote the digital Single Market. In 
the modernisation package, Parliament and Council agreed a deadline for 
obligatory e-procurement by 2018, but covering only steps before the award of 
a contract. The proposal aims to extend this obligation to cross-border e-
invoicing. It seeks to establish a common EU-wide standard for e-invoices that 
all contracting authorities must accept, even though they may continue to use 
other national standards and systems, within 4 years from entry into force of 
the Directive. The Commission is tasked to request European standardisation 
body CEN to develop the new standard for a semantic data model for e-
invoices, on the basis of a specific mandate and reflecting the requirements of 
the EU VAT directive 2006/112/EC. The draft report was adopted on 17 
December 2013 and the compromise text reached during the trialogue 
negotiations was confirmed by the IMCO Committee on 11 February 2014. 
The report was adopted by the Plenary on 11 March 2014.  
 
 

 Harmonisation of the laws of the MS relating to making available on 
the market of pressure equipment  
(Rapporteur: Zuzana Roithova) 
 

The EC presented this recast in June 2013 in the framework of the 
implementation of the New Legislative Framework (NLF) adopted in 2008 as 
"the goods package" covering the complementary instruments, Decision 
768/2008 on a common framework for the marketing of products, and 
repealing CEU Decision 93/465/EEC and Regulation 765/2008 setting out the 
requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the 
marketing of products and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 339/93. The 
existing Directive 97/23/EC sets out essential safety requirements that 
pressure equipment and assemblies must comply with in order to be made 
available on the EU market. This Directive has been separated from the 
Alignment package presented in November 2011 because, unlike the other 9 
Directive, this recast also contains an alignment with another EU legislative 
act, namely Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 (CLP Regulation) of the EP and of 
the CEU of 16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of 
substances and mixtures. The draft report was adopted on 17 December 
2013, the compromise text reached during the trialogue negotiatins was 
endorsed by IMCO on 3 March 2014 and the Plenary is foreseen for April 
2014. 
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II. OWN-INITIATIVE REPORTS 
 

 
(a) Non-Legislative Own-Initiative Reports 
 
 

 Protection of consumers in Utilities Services 
(Rapporteur: Josef Weidenholzer) 

 
This own initiative report does not come as a reply to a specific proposal or 
document issued by the Commission, but rather intents to exemplify the 
importance of consumer protection in utility services. The draft report traces 
the common elements amongst utilities services but also services of general 
economic interest and calls for the Commission to reflect upon harmonising 
the fundamental consumer protection rules applicable in these sectors. The 
draft report also emphasizes the role of consumers and consumer 
associations in the establishment of such common framework, while it puts 
particular emphasis on four utility sectors: energy, telecommunications, postal 
services and public transportation. The report was voted in IMCO on 3 March 
2014. 
 
 

 SOLVIT 
(Rapporteur: Morten Lokkegaard) 

 
On 17 September 2013, the Commission adopted a new Recommendation on 
the principles governing SOLVIT, updating and replacing the Commission 
Recommendation of 2001 in order to reinforce the effective solving of 
difficulties faced by individuals and businesses when public authorities deny 
their rights in a cross-border context. Together with the Recommendation, the 
Commission presented also a communication on An Action Plan for boosting 
Your Europe which aims to improve information available to people and 
companies about their rights in the Single Market and the rules in place in 
different Member States.  
 
Following a number of IMCO reports addressing SOLVIT in recent years, this 
own-initiative report looks into the functioning of SOLVIT as a tool providing 
citizens and businesses with informal assistance in solving cross-border 
problems. In doing so, it takes account of the Commission Recommendation 
on SOLVIT and Your Europe Action Plan, while also recognising the 
importance of improving the information available to people and companies 
about their rights in the single market and the rules in place in different 
Member States. The Report was adopted by IMCO on 23 January 2014.  
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 Single Market Governance within the European Semester 2014 
(Rapporteur: Sergio Cofferati) 

 
In accordance with the IMCO Coordinators' decision, this report is a follow-up 
to the legislative own-initiative report (Rapporteur - Andreas Schwab) 
prepared in 2012 (adopted in plenary on 7 February 2013) and aimed at 
strengthening the governance of the Single Market (SM) so as to improve its 
functioning and contribute to driving forward the economic growth and job 
creation in Europe. 
 
The present draft report, prepared by Sergio Cofferati, reiterates some of the 
issues raised by the above-mentioned resolution - especially the need for a 
Single Market governance cycle to constitute a substantial pillar of the 
European Semester, and makes a number of comments with regard to the 
key sectors identified as decisive for the Single Market (services, energy, 
transport, digital market), and to the existing SM governance instruments - 
including the Online Single Market Scoreboard. Additional amendments 
should allow Members also to respond to the new SM integration report 
adopted by the Commission on 13 November, as well as the Single Market 
Month which ended on 23 October. 
 
The final report was voted by IMCO on 23 January 2014 and was then 
discussed and adopted by the Plenary on 22 February 2014, together with 
ECON and EMPL reports on the Annual Growth Survey. 



IV. DELEGATIONS 
 

The Committee is not planning to organise delegations during the first 
semester 2014.  
 
 



VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
In 2014 the Committee organised the following hearing: 
 

Subject Purpose 

Public Hearing on 
Impact of the 
Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership 
on the Internal Market 
 

This public hearing was held on 17 March 2014 in 
Brussels.  
 
The hearing was dedicated to the potential impact of the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) on 
the Internal Market while focusing on the negotiations on 
regulatory coherence, a novelty for both the US and the 
EU. 



VII. STUDIES 
 

The Committee foresees the following studies/briefing papers/impact 
assessments and European added value assessments in 2014:  
 

 

A - Studies delivered 

 Study on Potential and Impacts of Cloud Computing Services and Social 
Network Websites  

 Briefing note on ‘Data Protection Aspects of eCall’ 

 Study on Consumer Protection Aspects in Financial Services 

 Study on 'Performance-based Full Policy Cycle for Digital Single Market'  

 Briefing Note on 'Streaming and online access to content' 

 

B - Studies pending 

 Study on 'Europe 2020 and new policy trends' (foreseen for June 2014) 

 Update of Study on 'Net neutrality' (foreseen for September 2014) 

 Briefing note on ‘The Product Safety and Market Surveillance Package’ 
(publication pending) 

 Briefing Note and Study on 'Indicators for Measuring Performance of 
the Single Market - Building the Single Market Pillar of the European 
Semester' (note foreseen for April 2014 and study for September 2014) 

 Study on 'Cost of Non-Europe (CoNE) report on the Single Market' 
(foreseen for June 2014) 

 

 
 
The full list of studies, initial appraisal and impact assessments may be found 
at the following site: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html?action=3&tab=last
#studies 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html?action=1&tab=last#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/studies.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html?action=3&tab=last#studies
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html?action=3&tab=last#studies


VIII. STOA, ADVISORY SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEES  

 
1. STOA: 
 
The Coordinators have appointed Mr. Malcolm Harbour (ECR) and Mr. 
Antonio Correia De Campos (S&D) to the STOA (Scientific and Technological 
Options Assessment Unit) Panel.  
 
The STOA Panel carries the political responsibility for STOA's work. The 
Panel decides on all STOA's activities. In its meetings the Panel reviews 
progress and hears presentations of ongoing or recently-completed projects. 
The STOA Panel is composed of 15 Members of the European Parliament. 14 
Members of the Panel are nominated by six permanent Committees of the 
Parliament: ITRE, EMPL, ENVI, IMCO, TRAN and AGRI. The European 
Parliament Vice-President responsible for STOA is a Member of the Panel ex 

officio.  
 
2. Scientific Advisory Committees: 
 
On 14 September 2009, the Coordinators nominated Mrs Zuzana Roithová 
(EPP) to follow the work of the Scientific Committees assisting the 
Commission on the safety of products and risk assessment (Scientific 
Committee on Consumer Safety - SCCS). 
 



IX. WORKING GROUPS 
 
During the 7th Parliamentary Term the IMCO Committee initiated and/or 
participated in a number of Working Groups (see below) that have proven to 
be an efficient tool in the legislation-shaping process. This good practice may 
be used during the 8th Parliamentary Term. 
 

Working Group on Copyright 

In 2009, IMCO nominated Mr Pablo Arias Echeverría (EPP) and Mr Toine 
Manders (ALDE) to follow the work of the inter-committee Working Group on 
Copyright which provided strategic recommendations on future policy options 
in the area of copyright.1 
 

Working Group on European Contract Law 

IMCO nominated Mr Kurt Lechner (EPP) and Mrs Catherine Stihler (S&D) to 
participate in the Working Group on European Contract Law established by 
the Committee on Legal Affairs in 2006 to monitor the developments on a 
Common Frame of Reference on European Contract Law. After the 
publication of a Green Paper in July 2010, and a legislative proposal on 
Common European Sales Law in October 2011, the work of the Parliament 
commenced the usual procedures of own-initiative report and codecision, with 
IMCO being involved under Rule 50 on enhanced cooperation2 
 

Working Group on the Digital Single Market and eCommerce 

The digital single market is far from complete and a number of barriers still 
need to be addressed. To this end, in 2010 the IMCO Committee set up a 
working group on the Digital Single Market and on e-Commerce in order to 
identify key remaining barriers and priority areas, where further action was 
needed as a matter of urgency. The working group gathered input on the 
strategic direction that has been put forward as a contribution to a possible 
Single Market Act III on the Digital Single Market.3 
 

Reflection group on mutual recognition of professional qualifications 
(IMCO) 

In 2011, IMCO created a reflection group on the mutual recognition of 
professional qualifications chaired by the IMCO Vice-Chair Mrs Bernadette 
Vergnaud. This group followed closely the developments in this area and 
provided political guidance for the later actions, especially in the context of the 
Green paper on modernising the Professional Qualifications Directive and the 
revision of the Directive. 
 

                                                 
1
 Working Group on Collective Management of copyright and related rights 

2
 Rule 50 of H. P. Mayer on Policy options for progress towards a European contract law for consumers 

and businesses (2011/2013 (INI)) 
3
 Working Group on the Digital Single Market and eCommerce 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/juri/subject-files.html?id=20130905CDT70829#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/2013(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/2013(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20130307CDT62446#menuzone
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X. EU-US REGULATORY COOPERATION 
 
The Committee organised a Delegation visit to the United States in July 
2012. 
 
Following this delegation, the Committee held an exchange of views with Mr. 
Mr. David Vladeck, director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection of the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission and a lunch debate with Mrs. Inez Tenenbaum 
the Chair of the US Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
 
Another exchange of views on the U.S. - EU consumer/trade relations took 
place on 24 January 2013. The Committee has invited Mr. Daniel Crespo 
Calleja, Director-General of the European Commission (DG ENTR) to present 
the state of play and take part in the debate. 
 
This dialogue is foreseen to continue under the upcoming Parliamentary 
Term.



XI. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Committee is committed to transparency and good communication of its 
activities to the wider public, and especially stakeholders. Different 
communication tools are used to inform the public in a clear and concise way 
about its work activities and initiatives: 
 

 The Committee issues the IMCO Newsletter on a monthly basis. The 
Newsletter looks back at the last Committee meeting, provides an 
overview of the main issues at upcoming Committee meetings, and 
informs about other ongoing activities and initiatives. It is possible to 
subscribe to the Newsletter and receive it by mail. 

 

 IMCO website provides a gateway to all IMCO-related information, 
including Committee meeting agendas, documents, information on 
hearings and workshops, Committee delegation visits, webstreaming and 
IMCO newsletter. You may access the IMCO website at the following 
address: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/home.html  

 

 IMCO meetings are webstreamed on the EP website. You may access 
the webstreaming via the IMCO website. 
 

 IMCO is a pilot Committee for the "Paperless Meeting". Members, their 
assistants and Political Groups advisers have the possibility to access the 
Single Document (Meeting Documents) including all Agenda items by 
accessing the eMeeting application (http://europarl.europa.eu/emeeting) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection Committee and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this 
document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
European Parliament. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/IMCO/home.html
http://europarl.europa.eu/emeeting
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ANNEX I: Calendar of Meetings in 2014 
 

(Approved by the Committee on 30 September 2013) 

 

 

JANUARY JULY 

Thursday, 9 January, 09h00-12h30 

 

Wednesday, 22 January, 09h00-12h30 

Wednesday, 22 January, 15h00-18h30  

Thursday, 23 January, 09h00-12h30 

Thursday, 23 January, 15h00-18h30 

Monday, 7 July, 15h00-18h30 

 

 

FEBRUARY AUGUST 

Monday, 10 February, 15h00-18h30  

Tuesday, 11 February, 09h00-12h30 

Tuesday, 11 February, 15h00-18h30 

 

no Committee Meeting 

MARCH SEPTEMBER 

Monday, 3 March, 15h00-18h30 

 

Monday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30 

Tuesday, 18 March, 09h00-12h30 

Tuesday, 18 March, 15h00-18h30 

 

Monday, 8 September, 15h00-18h30                                 

 

Wednesday, 24 September, 09h00 - 12h30 

Wednesday, 24 September, 15h00 - 18h30 

Thursday, 25 September, 09h00 - 12h30 

Thursday, 25 September, 15h00 - 18h30 

 

APRIL OCTOBER 

Monday, 7 April, 15h00-18h30 

 

 

Monday, 6 October, 15h00 - 18h30 

Tuesday, 7 October, 09h00 - 12h30 

Tuesday, 7 October, 15h00 - 18h30 

 

MAY NOVEMBER 

no Committee Meeting  

Wednesday, 5 November, 09h00-12h30 

Wednesday, 5 November, 15h00-18h30 

Thursday, 6 November, 09h00-12h30 

Thursday, 6 November, 15h00-18h30 

 

Monday, 17 November, 15h00-18h30 

JUNE DECEMBER 

no Committee Meeting Wednesday, 3 December, 09h00-12h30 

Wednesday, 3 December, 15h00-18h30 

Thursday, 4 December, 09h00-12h30 

Thursday, 4 December, 15h00-18h30 

 
 

 


