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INTRODUCTION 

 

The programme of activities for 2010 of the Delegation for Relations with the 

countries of Central America included visits by two delegation working groups: one 

to Guatemala from 24 to 28 May and the other to El Salvador from 19 to 23 July. The 

last visit by a delegation working group to this country had been from 29 October to 

3 November 2007. 

 

The Association Agreement (AA) between the EU and Central America was signed at 

the EU-LAC Summit held in Madrid on 18 May 2010. The European Parliament 

adopted the recommendation to the Council regarding the negotiations for this 

Agreement on 14 March 2007. The AA is currently being ratified by the national 

parliaments of the 27 EU Member States and by the national parliaments of the 

countries of Central America.  
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The delegation’s visit to El Salvador coincided with the end of the first year in office 

of President Mauricio Funes, from the Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación 

Nacional (FMLN, the former guerrilla group). His inauguration in June 2009 marked 

the completion of a peacefu and democratic transition of power which put an end to 

20 years of uninterrupted rule by the rightist National Republican Alliance (Alianza 

Republicana Nacionalista ARENA). Politics remain polarised between the right-wing 

opposition parties and the FMLN.  The latter is the strongest force in Congress, but its 

lack of an absolute majority carries the risk of political deadlock, which could 

compromise the ability of the government to tackle the major challenges ahead, in 

particular fighting violent crime and drug trafficking and reducing poverty. 

 

In the course of the meetings, the members of the delegation held a dialogue with the 

Salvadoran authorities on what the two parties expected of the Association 

Agreement. They emphasised in this context that the AA was much more than a free 

trade agreement and offered many opportunities through its chapters on ‘cooperation’ 

and ‘political dialogue’. Another topic they raised repeatedly was the increase in 

violent crime and drug trafficking. These problems were a genuine obstacle to the 

future development of El Salvador, as they were a deterrent to foreign investment and 

were causing many Salvadorans to flee the country. 

 

Domestic situation   

 

One year on from the Presidential elections, which resulted in the election of Mauricio 

Funes, the Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación Nacional (FMLN) candidate, 

the political situation is fairly stable, although the President does have problems in 

Congress, as his party, the FMLN, does not have the legislative majority it needs to 

carry out its projects. Also, opinions are not just polarised between the two main 

parties, the FMLN and ARENA, but also between the FMLN and President Funes 

himself who does not share the sentiments of the unreformed left wing of his party.  

 

Legislative power is vested in the Legislative Assembly, a unicameral body whose 84 

members are elected for a three-year term. 64 members are elected by a party-list vote 

from 14 multi-seat departments, and the other 20 by a party-list vote from a national 

constituency.  The Assembly’s first task is to choose a President and Vice-President 

from among the two candidates who obtained the most votes if, and only if, neither of 

them won an absolute majority in the election.  

 

The current composition of the Legislative Assembly is as follows: Frente Farabundo 

Martí para la Liberación nacional - 35 members; Alianza Republicana Nacionalista - 

18 members; Gran Alianza por la Unidad Nacional - 13 members; Partido de 

Conciliación Nacional - 10 members; Líderes por el Cambio - 5 members; Partido 

Demócrata Cristiano - 2 members; Cambio Democrático - 1 member. 

 

The major challenges facing the Funes administration 

 

Since being sworn in, President Funes has taken steps to address the impunity for 

human rights violations committed during the civil war. In March 2010, he apologised 
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in the name of the state for the killing of Óscar Arnulfo Romero, the Archbishop of 

San Salvador, who was killed in 1980 by a right-wing death squad linked to the 

founder of ARENA. Pressure is now growing on the President to revoke a 1993 

amnesty law that exempts crimes committed during the civil war from prosecution, 

but Funes has ruled out doing so, arguing that only Congress has the power to revoke 

the law and the constitutional chamber of the Supreme Court has already declared 

unconstitutional the application of the law in cases of severe human rights violations.  

 

Poverty and social inequality constitute the major challenge that the society of El 

Salvador has to overcome. Indeed, the country still suffers from alarming levels of 

poverty and mounting social inequality. Approximately 49% of the rural population 

lives below the poverty line; almost 17% of the population is illiterate; the average 

educational level among the rural population is 3.4 years; and 61% of the rural 

population has no access to clean piped water. Security issues in urban and rural areas 

and low citizen confidence in the justice system compound the poverty problem and 

constitute a severe disincentive to investment and growth.  

 

President Funes has ambitious plans to ramp up spending on health and education and 

he has promised to create a system of universal social protection. To this end, Funes 

wants to broaden the coverage of Solidarity Net, El Salvador's conditional cash 

transfer and basic infrastructure programme. Solidarity Net will be used to provide a 

basic pension to those eligible.  

 

Juvenile street gangs known as ‘maras’ emerged in Los Angeles, where most of the 

Salvadorans resident in the USA live, following the mass deportations carried out in 

the USA in the mid-90s, and these are rapidly spreading through Guatemala and 

Honduras. While they are certainly not a new phenomenon in the Central American 

isthmus, what has changed is the number of youths involved (between 10 000 and 

40 000), the level of violence and the position of dominance which they have 

achieved in less than a decade. The ‘maras’ obtain their money mainly from drug-

dealing and extortion of bus and taxi drivers, shopkeepers and the residents of 

neighbourhoods under their control. Their activities have created a deep sense of 

insecurity among the population: according to the police, of the 2 000 murders 

committed each year in El Salvador, 60% involve these ‘maras’ gangs. El Salvador is 

now one of the most violent countries in the region with about 70 murders per 

100 000 inhabitants. 

 

After fighting crime and reducing poverty, the Funes administration's other key 

priority is to revitalise the economy, which is ailing under the impact of the global 

economic slowdown.  El Salvador remains vulnerable to external shocks because of 

its high dependence on the US business cycle.  The Salvadoran economy took a 

substantial knock last year on the back of recession in the United States, but growth is 

forecast to move back into positive territory in 2010. 

 

Economic situation 
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In El Salvador, agriculture remains an important sector in terms of employment, 

providing work for nearly one-quarter of the labour force. It also provides one-third of 

the export earnings and meets around 70% of domestic food needs. The main export 

products are coffee and sugar. 

 

With regard to industry, manufacturers have focussed their efforts in recent years on 

maquila, specializing in textile and clothing re-exports mainly in the American market 

where they enjoy privileged access. The US market is the destination for some 60% of 

El Salvador’s exports. 

 

Remittances, along with maquiladoras and coffee are the principal sources of national 

revenue. 

 

The Salvadoran economy contracted 3.5% amid the global economic downturn in 

2009 and the country's economic activity waned 3.5% on the back of the severe US 

economic recession. Salvadoran economic growth will remain highly exposed to the 

future performance of the American economy. Real GDP is estimated to grow 1.9% 

on the back of higher remittance inflows and the recovery in domestic demand. 

 

The new government achieved a prompt passage for the 2010 budget, the approval of 

tax reforms in late 2009 (a reform package aimed at increasing the country's annual 

tax collection by some US$250 million) and backing for a three-year IMF stand-by 

arrangement.  

 

El Salvador’s external relations 

 

External relations have traditionally been dominated by the priority given to the USA. 

Remittances sent to family members by Salvadorans working in the USA are a major 

source of foreign earnings and compensate for the substantial trade deficit of some $4 

billion. Remittances rose steadily over the last decade to peak at $3 787 billion in 

2008 - which is approximately 17.1% of the country’s GDP. Salvadoran nationals 

who live there illegally have been granted an exclusive temporary immigration status. 

The government is currently drafting a legislative proposal aimed at allowing 

Salvadorans resident abroad to exercise their right to vote. 

 

Funes, whose election had stirred concern that the country might drift to the left, has 

won praise from the US administration for his call to normalise relations with post-

coup Honduras and its new president Porfirio Lobo. The United States is also pleased 

that Funes has withstood pressure from the ruling Farabundo Martí National 

Liberation Front hardliners to align the country with the Bolivarian Alliance for the 

Americas (ALBA), a Venezuela-led regional integration club of leftist governments. 

 

EU-El Salvador relations 

 

In economic terms, the Union is El Salvador’s third-largest trading partner. The EU 

imports mainly agricultural produce from El Salvador, whilst El Salvador mainly 

imports transport equipment, chemical products and energy products from the EU. 
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Recent years have seen a downward trend in European imports but an increase in 

investment.  

 

The Country Strategy Paper 2007-2013 which serves as the basis for cooperation 

between the EU and El Salvador contains the following priorities: deepening the 

democratisation process; efforts to reduce violence, investment in human capital and 

promoting young people; support for the creation of integrated and sustainable local 

economies and agrarian reform; job creation; equitable economic growth; and projects 

in the field of the environment and regional integration that could also benefit from 

cooperation measures. 

 

The Association Agreement between the EU and Central America, which was signed 

on 18 May 2010, is currently being ratified.   

 

Meetings held during the delegation’s visit 

 

Meeting with Mr Mendel Goldstein, Head of the EU Delegation for Central 

America and Panama, and Mr Stefano Gatto, Head of the EU Delegation in El 

Salvador 

 

Mr Goldstein pointed out that El Salvador was an important country and driving force 

behind Central American integration. The result of the last Presidential elections was, 

in his opinion, a positive signal for both the country itself and the region as a whole. 

 

Mr Stefano Gatto, the Head of the EU Delegation in El Salvador, stated that the new 

bilateral cooperation gave greater priority to stimulating the economy through 

regional integration and to boosting social cohesion through the Projovenes II 

programme implemented in 14 municipalities. This programme, which involved all 

actors, focussed on preventing violence among young people and highlighted the role 

played by sport in this field. Mr Gatto also mentioned a new Bill that would 

criminalise membership of ‘maras’.  

 

The discussion which followed the initial presentation centred on the problem of drug 

trafficking related to the ‘maras’, on the structure and hierarchy of these gangs, and on 

the possible causes of this phenomenon. The problem of unemployment and poverty 

was raised in this context. The EU representatives informed the Members about the 

social measures adopted by the new government with the help of the EU. Despite 

some progress in the country in the area of social reform, there were virtually no 

developments in terms of job creation.  

 

Other topics that were mentioned were the ratification of the International Criminal 

Court, with President Funes opting for a progressive strategy, and the situation 

concerning trade unions and NGOs. 

 

The PROEDUCA programme introduced in the field of education was aimed at 

illiterate adults. Whilst the level of illiteracy was not excessively high, some 60% of 

the population did not reach secondary schooling. 
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With respect to the political situation in the country, El Salvador was currently 

governed by the FMLN, an unreformed Communist party that sought to implement 

the Venezuelan model in the country. However, Presidente Funes (an independent 

FMLN candidate) had opted for maintaining the current system and adopting a series 

of social reforms. 14 members of parliament from ARENA had recently left the party 

and set up a new centre-right party called GANA. Even though the election of Funes 

marked a step towards reconciliation, the country remained very polarised and the 

Church continued to play a very important role. 

 

Meeting with Mr Jorge SCHAFIK HANDAL, Chair of the Committee for 

Foreign Affairs, Central American Integration and Salvadorans living abroad  

 

During the discussion with the MEPs, the Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee 

emphasised that the committee’s main objective was Central American integration. El 

Salvador therefore welcomed the Association Agreement with the European Union as 

an instrument that could assist in the integration of the countries of Central America, 

these being small countries that were prone to earthquakes, storms and floods that 

undermined their economies. They were also countries where drug trafficking posed 

an imminent threat to democracy and security. They also hoped that the EU could 

provide assistance in other areas such as combating terrorism and drug trafficking, 

and tackling disease and natural disasters.  

 

The Association Agreement should help El Salvador diversify its trade relations, as 

the country’s economy was very much geared towards the USA.  

 

With respect to relations with Honduras, he highlighted that it was necessary not just 

to develop relations with this country but with all the countries of Central America, in 

order to promote regional trade. However, the fact that SICA (Central American 

Integration System) decisions were adopted unanimously meant that the topic of 

Honduras would have to be dealt with by all its members. Resolving the Honduras 

situation thus depended on the future development of Central American integration.    

 

Karina de Sosa Lara, a member of the Legislative Assembly, reported on a Bill 

intended to offer greater protection to Salvadorans living abroad and to help promote 

their rights. 

 

Meeting with Mr Ciro Cruz Zepeda Peña, President of the Legislative Assembly 

 

The discussion with the President of the Legislative Assembly focused on Central 

American integration and combating the problems affecting the great majority of 

countries in this region: violence, organised crime and drug trafficking. On these 

matters, the President felt that it was necessary to pursue joint, rather than individual, 

negotiations and initiatives. This was particularly important for El Salvador, which 

was the smallest country in the region. 
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With regard to the Association Agreement, he felt that this should be ratified as soon 

as possible, given that the EU was a very important partner for the region that had lent 

its support on various occasions (through social programmes, programmes to combat 

violence, etc.).  

 

Talking of the different problems currently facing El Salvador, the President drew 

attention to the impact of the economic crisis which had led to higher unemployment, 

exacerbating insecurity in the country which, in turn, frightened off investors. The 

‘maras’ fed off this instability in the country and in some places were already 

wielding authority. In this context, mention was also made of the failings of the 

judicial system, and the deplorable state of the prisons which were currently housing 

many more prisoners than they had been built for. 

 

With respect to the division of political power, Congress was currently made up of 84 

members and, since no single party held the majority, it was necessary to seek 

alliances and compromises. He emphasised, in that respect, that President Funes had 

managed to find consensus among all parties.  

 

Working lunch with Mr Omar Orozco Torres, Director for SICA Cooperation, 

and Mr Ernesto Torres Chico, Director for SICA Planning 

 

Given that the European Parliament Delegation’s visit coincided with a Central 

American Heads of State Summit meeting being held in San Salvador, the SICA 

representatives took this opportunity to inform the Delegation about the main topics 

on the agenda for the Summit: Central American integration and social cohesion; 

economic cooperation and progress towards a free trade area; and security as a 

regional priority, linked to the issue of drug trafficking.  

 

With respect to the situation regarding Panama, the SICA representatives stated that 

an agreement had been signed on 6 July that set out a procedure for Panama to join 

SIECA. 

 

In answer to a question about the future development of relations with the EU, Mr 

Orozco Torres highlighted the importance of a future deepening of the political 

dialogue, cooperation and trade between the two parties. He also made the case for an 

increase in European investment in Central America. 

 

With regard to Central American integration, there had been a clear shift away from a 

one-dimensional focus in recent years towards a multidimensional vision that 

extended beyond trade issues to encompass new topics such as social policies, 

security and the environment. 

 

On the issue of economic integration, Central America wanted to negotiate new tariffs 

with the WTO because tariff revenues made up a substantial proportion of revenue in 

some countries (e.g. Honduras). In this connection, they also emphasised the need to 

unify unilateral free trade agreements, most of which had been signed in the 1980s, in 

order to advance towards greater economic integration in the region. 
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With regard to the country’s dollarisation, both representatives stated that opinions 

were very much polarised on this issue. Reintroducing the colón would, however, be 

too expensive, so this option was not currently on the government’s work agenda.  

 

Meeting with Mrs Aida Santos Escobar, Director of the National Public Security 

Council, and Mr Manuel Melgar, Minister of Justice 

 

In the discussion with the Director of the National Public Security Council and the 

Minister of Justice, the MEPs asked a number of questions on the non-legislative 

measures to combat violence, on border security and on regional coordination.  

 

The purpose of the Council, which had existed since 1996, was to submit legislative 

proposals and implement preventive strategies. To do so, it worked with other 

Ministries, as well as NGOs and local authorities. Each town hall was also supposed 

to set up a violence prevention council and work directly with young people, NGOs 

and the Church. 

 

The Director went on to explain to the delegation that the total absence of social 

policies and preventive policies for decades in El Salvador had led many Salvadorans 

to emigrate and abandon their children. This was one of the problems which had 

contributed to the appearance of the pandillas or youth gangs, amongst other causes. 

The pandillas also took advantage of the fact that those at the top were rarely caught 

by the justice system. Since President Funes had entered office, however, greater 

priority had been given to prevention and the protection of victims’ rights, as opposed 

to the previous policies that tended towards repression. This was the background to 

the implementation of the Projovenes II programme, which was co-financed by the 

EU and aimed to combat organised crime by involving young people in different 

cultural and sporting programmes. 

 

Another problem on top of those already mentioned was the absence of programmes 

to integrate young people released from jail. Due to a lack of social policies, young 

people came out of jail even more violent than they were before and went straight 

back to the ‘maras’. The fact that the prisons were overpopulated also made it even 

more difficult to reintegrate offenders. Opinions were divided within the Salvadoran 

Parliament about the length of prison sentences, with some Members considering that 

one way of resolving the situation would be to extend prison sentences.  

 

In answer to a question from the Delegation, the Director stated that there was no anti-

terrorist law in El Salvador, since the acts of violence in the country were not 

motivated by terrorism.  

 

Vigilance at the country’s borders had also been stepped up, more specifically at those 

crossings used for trafficking drugs and arms. Given that only 20% of the drugs 

remained in the country, it was necessary to strengthen international cooperation and 

coordination at both regional and global levels. 
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With regard to the proposal to make reading of the Bible compulsory in schools, the 

Director stated that she did not agree with this as she considered religion to be a 

private matter that should not be imposed. Lay teachers were also not sufficiently 

prepared to read the Bible. She also stated that there would definitely be moves to 

declare this law unconstitutional. 

 

Meeting with the Deputy Minister for the Economy, Mr Mario Roger Hernández 

 

The Deputy Minister for the Economy spoke about the changes in exports, trade and 

the structure of the economy that were planned by the new government, and 

emphasised that one of the main problems was the lack of policies aimed at promoting 

Salvadoran exports. At present, they only had export subsidies but no specific 

policies.    

 

He went on to state that remittances from the 3 million or so Salvadorans living in the 

USA were a major item of income for the national economy. Unfortunately, the 

economic crisis meant that that the total amount sent back in remittances was falling, 

and this was having a considerable impact on families where remittances constituted 

the sole source of income. 

 

Other factors that contributed to the worsening economic situation in El Salvador 

were the reduction in foreign investment and the gradual fall in the number of tourists 

visiting the country each year. In this context, the government intended to adopt 

measures to develop this sector, both to attract foreign tourists and to boost domestic 

tourism. 

 

With regard to the Association Agreement with the EU, the Deputy Minister was 

satisfied at the final outcome, especially as regards cooperation. He hoped that the AA 

would help attract investors to El Salvador. In reply to a question from the Delegation, 

he stated that the most complicated chapters in the negotiations were linked to the 

milk and cheese sector, and to the issue of geographical indications where there was 

no reciprocity.    

 

Tuesday, 20 July 2010 

 

Meeting with ARENA (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista) 

 

During the discussion on the impact of the Association Agreement, the ARENA 

representatives voiced certain concerns about the increase in imports of powdered 

milk from the EU. They did, however recognise that El Salvador received 

considerable support from the EU through the various cooperation programmes. 

 

With regard to the political situation in Latin America, they were also worried about 

the policies pursued by Hugo Chávez. They emphasised, in that respect, that ALBA’s 

priorities were political, not commercial like those of the EU. They also regarded 

ALBA as an undemocratic body, and felt that El Salvador had to choose between two 

courses of action: peace-building or following the lead of Venezuela.  
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As regards the political situation in El Salvador, they pointed out that ARENA had 

been founded in 1981 and had governed until last year when the opposition FMLN 

won the elections. In this context, they accused some Members of Parliament of 

having been bribed to join a new political party, which they considered to be 

dangerous for the democratic process in El Salvador. In answer to a question from the 

Delegation, the ARENA representatives affirmed that their party was a democratic 

right-wing party, whereas the FMLN was considered as followers of Marxism and 

Leninism.   

 

In reply to a question from the Delegation about the funding of political parties, the 

ARENA representatives stated that their party was promoting the law on 

transparency, and felt that the President should stick to his budget and not indulge in 

ad hoc spending as had been the case so far.  

 

With regard to the Association Agreement, ARENA emphasised that El Salvador was 

Central America’s smallest and poorest country which needed support and assistance 

to create jobs and achieve economic development.  

 

Meeting with FMLN (Frente Farabundo Martí de Liberación Nacional) 

 

The FMLN representatives pointed out that a left-wing candidate had won the 

elections in 2009 for the first time ever, and that he would have to tackle a number of 

problems such as debt, unemployment, urban poverty, drug trafficking, violence and 

organised crime. Since the country was to a large extent dependent on remittances 

from Salvadorans living in the USA, the taxation system also needed to be 

overhauled. In this respect, they also highlighted the need to develop relations with 

other countries and the EU in particular. 

 

The FMLN said it intended to make sure that society was genuinely involved in 

political life, and it also wanted stronger participation by women (the FMLN was the 

only party that had a quota for women - 35%). It had also presented a Bill to improve 

transparency as a ‘political instrument for accountability’ and access to information. 

 

With respect to the economic situation in El Salvador, they stressed the importance of 

security and the need to invest in it. They felt in this respect that investment in social 

programmes was useless if there was no improvement in the security situation. 

 

In answer to the question on regional integration, the FMLN representatives 

emphasised the need to strengthen the roles of Parlacen and the SICA. They also 

expressed their concern at Panama leaving Parlacen. 

 

In response to the accusation made by ARENA, the FMLN representatives stated that 

they had not paid any Member of Parliament to join the new political party. 

 

Meeting with the Committee for Human Rights and Justice 
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The Chair of the Committee for Human Rights and Justice, Mrs María Margarita 

Velado Puentes, pointed out that the subject of human rights that was covered in the 

Association Agreement was a key issue that should be a priority for both parties. 

 

With regard to the prison situation, she emphasised that the Attorney General's office 

needed more resources, as the number of prisoners currently in jail was in excess of 

the total prison capacity. On top of that, a large number of people had not been 

released from prisons even though they had completed their sentences, a situation 

made even worse in view of the influence that the ‘maras’ have in jails. 

 

On the topic of impunity, she pointed out that significant efforts were being made to 

eradicate this. 

 

Meeting with civil society representatives 

 

The civil society representatives voiced their concerns about the Association 

Agreement and the lack of information about it. 

 

During the discussion with the members of the EP delegation, they also drew attention 

to the main problems facing Salvadoran society, such as impunity (only 10% of 

crimes were punished), the lack of public areas where young people could meet, 

discrimination against persons with disabilities in many areas of social life (access to 

employment, education, etc.), discrimination against women, discrimination against 

persons with HIV, a lack of respect for the rights of children, and serious 

environmental risks in residential areas.  

 

Another problem highlighted by various representatives was the institutional 

weakness of the state. The problem was not of a lack of laws, but of the political will 

to implement them. Another compounding factor was the fact that the population 

knew little about its elected representatives or the functioning of the Legislative 

Assembly which passed laws to satisfy the interests of one party or another.  

 

On an economic level, they identified problems such as access to credit for SMEs, and 

under-investment in public health and education in general.  

 

Wednesday, 21 July 2010 

 

 

Meeting with Parlacen 

 

During the meeting with the members of the EP Delegation, the Parlacen members 

expressed their appreciation of the Association Agreement with the EU which opened 

up a new forum for deepening the political dialogue and integration. In this context, 

they recalled that in the 20th century integration was a distant dream, mainly on 

account of the civil wars that raged in various Central American countries. An 

important step had now been taken towards integration and political union. They felt 

that in order to boost economic integration, it was first necessary to move towards 
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political integration. They therefore stressed that all countries in Central America 

should be involved in regional Central American institutions. Furthermore, integration 

should not be seen as an end in itself but as a political instrument designed for the 

benefit of citizens.  

 

They went on to express their concern about Panama’s intention to leave Parlacen, 

drawing attention to the ruling by the Central American Court of Justice that Panama 

should not leave Parlacen because that would constitute an infringement of the Treaty 

of Tegucigalpa and of Panama’s own constitution. 

 

As for Parlacen’s powers, they emphasised that its role was strengthened by the 

adoption of the Association Agreement, since Parlacen, together with the European 

Parliament, was to monitor the implementation of the Agreement. On the other hand, 

Parlacen did also have some weaknesses, such as the absence of genuine legislative 

powers and thus a lack of credibility.  

 

Meeting with the Deputy Minister for Sport, Mr Rubén Vásquez Alfaro 

(National Sports Institute) 

 

The discussion with the Deputy Minister for Sport centred on the role of sport in 

social inclusion and on integrating sport into the education system. The Deputy 

Minister stated that physical education was not currently a compulsory subject, and 

decisions were taken at local level, but draft laws did exist for it to be included in 

future in the education system. 

 

There were also sports programmes which sought to combat the problem of violence 

through sport, and sports facilities that were until recently reserved for certain groups 

were now being opened up to all. There were also plans to set up sports clubs to 

develop sporting programmes to combat violence.  

 

The Deputy Minister emphasised that the lack of economic resources (the annual 

budget was USD 12 million) and human resources was the main obstacle to making 

sports activities available to all young people. In this context, the role of the ever-

increasing number of volunteers was also important.  

 

Meeting with Mr Eugenio Chicas Martínez, Presiding Judge of the Supreme 

Electoral Court 

 

With reference to the country’s electoral legislation, the President of the Supreme 

Electoral Court said that El Salvador lacked important laws, such as a law on political 

parties, a law defining the electoral campaign (a law on electoral procedures), a 

gender equality law, a law defining the powers of the electoral tribunal and a law 

regulating the internal democracy of political parties. A legislative proposal on 

political parties had been on the table for six years, but this law had not been passed 

because there was no consensus.  
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Discussions were currently being held on a legislative proposal concerning residence-

based voting that would allow citizens to vote in their place of residence. A proposal 

was also presented which would allow Salvadoran nationals living abroad to exercise 

their right their vote (3 million Salvadorans live in the USA).  

 

In response to a question from the EP Delegation about allegations made by NGOs 

that the elections are unconstitutional because the candidates’ names are not given on 

the lists, the President stated that this depended on the type of election (in some cases 

the names appeared, in others they did not).  

 

There were currently 7 political parties in El Salvador, two of which had been 

registered in 2010. Given that the Constitution did not allow independent candidates 

to stand for election, all candidates had to belong to one of the political parties.  

 

Meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Hugo Martínez 

 

The discussion with the Minister for Foreign Affairs centred on issues related to 

Central American integration in the light of the Central American Summit which was 

being held in El Salvador at the same time as the EP Delegation visit, relations 

between El Salvador and its neighbours, and the problems of violence and drug 

trafficking. With respect to the domestic situation in the country, the Minister drew 

attention to some of the initiatives taken by the current government to combat 

poverty, measures in the field of literacy and education, and food safety or social 

insurance programmes. 

 

For El Salvador, the key components of Central American integration were regional 

security, economic integration, climate change, democratic institutional structures and 

combating poverty. In this context, the Association Agreement between Central 

America and the EU became a catalyst for regional integration. On the topic of 

Parlacen, El Salvador felt that this should have greater legislative powers and should 

be more effective. 

 

With regard to Honduras, the Minister said that El Salvador considered the coup d'état 

to be anti-democratic, but the November elections had set in motion a new process 

and new context. Honduras should, moreover, be incorporated into the regional 

organisations (SICA) to ensure its commitment to human rights and democracy.  

 

On the subject of migration, he highlighted the human rights of migrants: both of 

immigrants in El Salvador and of Salvadoran emigrants living abroad. The new 

government was promoting policies aimed at persuading Salvadorans to stay in the 

country and encouraging those living abroad to invest in El Salvador. 

 

In response to the Delegation’s questions regarding Nicaragua’s absence from the 

Central American Summit and El Salvador’s position on the Hugo Chávez regime, the 

Minister asserted that El Salvador had no desire to create ideological blocs and was in 

no way supportive of Nicaragua’s failure to take part in the Summit. 
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As for El Salvador’s external relations, the Minister stressed that his country was keen 

to diversify these relations, which were currently too focussed on the USA, mainly 

through a substantial step-up in trade with the EU.  He also highlighted the excellent 

relations that existed between El Salvador and other Latin American countries, such 

as Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Peru. Given China’s economic weight on the world 

stage, El Salvador was also interested in initiating a high-level dialogue with the 

Chinese. 
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Brussels, 23 September 2010  
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Texte 
 
 
 

Delegation for Relations with the Countries of Central America 

 
Delegation Working Group visit to El Salvador 

19 to 22 July 2010 
 

Programme 
 

All times are local 
Guatemala GMT-6 – 12:00 in San Salvador = 19:00pm in Brussels 

  

 
Sunday, 18 July 2010                                                                     Europe – San Salvador (El Salvador) 

 
  Members of the Delegation arrive individually at Comalapa airport in San Salvador, El 

Salvador 
 Transfer to Hotel  

  
HOTEL SHERATON PRESIDENTE 
Ave. La Revolución Col. San Benito 
San Salvador, El Salvador 
Tel. : +503 2283 4000 
Fax: +503 2283 4040 

 
Monday, 19 July 2010                                                                                      San Salvador (El Salvador) 

 
08:00 Departure to the EU Delegation 

 
08:30-9:40 Briefing with Mr. Stefano Gatto, EU  Chargé d'Affaires for El Salvador and Mr Mendel 

Goldstein, Head of the EU Delegation for Central America and Panama 
Location: EU Delegation - Santa Elena - A la par de la Academia Europea 
 

09:40 Departure to the Legislative Assembly 
 

10:10-11:25 Meeting with the Committee of Foreign Affairs, Central American Integration and 
Salvadorians living abroad (Comisión de Relaciones Exteriores, Integración 
Centroamericana y salavadoreños en el Exterior),  
headed by Mr Jorge SCHAFIK HANDAL VEGA SILVA 
Location: Asamblea Legislativa 
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11:30-12:50 Meeting with the President of the Legislative Assembly, Mr Ciro CRUZ ZEPEDA PEÑA 

Location: Asamblea Legislativa 
 

 
13:00-14.50 Working lunch with MR Omar OROZCO TORRES, Director for Cooperation of SICA 

(Sistema de Integración Centroamericana) and SICA representative (Mr Ernesto TORRES 
CHICO, Director for Planification)  
Location: Hotel Real Intercontinental - Salón Los Arcos 
 

14:50 Departure to the CNSP 
15:30-16:50 Meeting with Mrs Aida SANTOS ESCOBAR, President of the CNSP (Consejo Nacional de 

Seguridad Pública) and with Minister of Justice, Mr Manuel MELGAR 
Location: CNSP (Centro de Gobierno) 
 
 

16:50 Departure to MINEC 
 

17:00-18:30 Meeting with Vice-Minister of Economy, Mr Mario Roger HERNÁNDEZ 
Location: MINEC 
 

18:00 Departure to the Hotel 
 

19:00 Departure to the CAF 
 

19:20-22:30 Reception at CAF Residence with EU Ambassadors and Salvadorian counterparts 
(Members of Parliament, Government, business and civil society) 
Location: EU CAF Residence, Urbanización Palmira, Carretera a La Libertad, Santa Tecla  
 

Tuesday, 20 July 2010                                                                                      San Salvador (El Salvador) 

 

09:45-11:15 Meeting  with political group Frente Farabundo Martí de Liberación Nacional (FMLN) 
Location: Asamblea Legislativa 
 

08:00 Departure to the Legislative Assembly 
 

08:30-09:45 Meeting with political group ARENA 
Location: Asamblea Legislativa 
 

11:15-12:00 Meeting with the Committee for Human Rights and Justice, headed by Chair Mrs María 
Margarita VELADO PUENTES 
Location: Asamblea Legislativa 

12:00-12:30 Joint press conference 
Location: Asamblea Legislativa 

12:30 Departure to the Hotel Sheraton President 
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 Location: Hotel Sheraton Presidente, Salón Formal (Terraza) 
 

15:015:15-17:15 Meetings with civil society (Human Rights) 
Location: Foreign Ministry Auditorium - Sala de Capacitación 
 

 
17:15 Departure to INDES 
17:30-18:15 Meeting with Vice-Minister for Sports Mr Rubén VÁSQUEZ ALFARO from INDES (Instituto 

Nacional de los Deportes) 
Location: INDES 

18:15 Departure to the Supreme Electoral Court 
18:30-19:30 Meeting with thMeeting with the Magistrado President of the Electoral Supreme Court, Mr Eugenio CHICAS 

MARTÍNEZ  
Location: Colo Location: Colonia Escalón 
19:30 Departure to DDeparture to the Hotel 

  
Wednesday, 21 July 2010                                                                                San Salvador (El Salvador) 

 

08:00 Departure to PARLACEN 
08:30-10:20 Meeting with PARLACEN 

 
Location: Parlacen Seat in San Salvador 
 

10:20 Departure to the Foreign Affairs Committee 
10:30-12:00 Meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Hugo MARTÍNEZ 

Location: Foreign Ministry 
 

12:30-15:00 Lunch hosted by  Mr Ciro CRUZ ZEPEDEA PEÑA, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
and the bureau of the Asamblea Legislativa 
Location: Hotel Real Intercontinental  
 

15:00-18:30 Field Visit PROJOVENES II 
 
Location: Gran San Salvador 
 

18:30 Departure to the Hotel 
 

Evening free 
 

Thursday, 22 July 2010                                                                       San Salvador (El Salvador)/Europe 

Wednesday, 26 May 2010                                              Guatemala City / Guatemala       
Morning Individual departures to Europe 
 
 

 

 

12:45-15:00 Working lunch with Mr Oscar LUNA, Ombudsman for Human Rights, Mr Salvador Eduardo 
LEAL, Deputy Ombudsman, Mr Gerardo ALEGRÍA, Deputy Ombudsman for Civil Rights 
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Delegation for Relations with the Countries of Central America 
 

Delegation Working Group visit to El Salvador 
19 to 23 July 2010 

List of participants 
 

Members of the Delegation (6) 

 

First name Surname Political 
group 

 Country 

Mrs Emine 

 

BOZKURT, Chair 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central 

America, Chair 

 Conference of Delegation Chairs, member 

 Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 

Affairs, member 

 Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality, 

member 

 Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 

Assembly, member 

S&D 

Netherlands 

Mr Carlos 

 

ITURGAIZ ANGULO 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central 

America, vice-Chair 

 Committee on Petitions, vice-Chair 

 Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 

Assembly, member 

PPE 

Spain 

Mrs Ilda

 

 

FIGUEIREDO 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central 

America, vice-Chair 

 Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, vice-

Chair 

 Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality, 

member 

 Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 

Assembly, member 

 

 

 

GUE/NGL 

Portugal 
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First name Surname Political 
group 

 Country 

Mr Boguslaw 

 

SONIK 

 Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety, vice-Chair 

 Delegation for relations with Iran, member 

PPE 

Poland 

Mrs Constanze

 

KREHL 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central 

America, member 

 Committee on Regional Development, member 

 Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 

Assembly, member 

S&D 

Germany 

    

Mr Edvard 

 

KOŽUŠNÍK 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central 

America, member 

 Committee on Internal Market and Consumer 

Protection, member 

 Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 

Assembly, member 

ECR 

Czech 
Republic 

Mr Slavi

 

BINEV 

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central 

America, member 

 Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, 

member 

 Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 

Assembly, member 

 

NI 

Bulgaria 

Mr Helmut

 

SCHOLZ - rapporteur 
 Committee on International Trade, member; 

rapporteur on trade relations with Latin America  

 Delegation for relations with the United States, 

member 

 

GUE/NGL 

Germany 
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Abbreviations for political groups: 
 

PPE  Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats) 

S&D  Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats in the European 

Parliament 
ALDE   Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe  

ECR Group of the European Conservatives and Reformers 

Verts/ALE  Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance  

GUE/NGL Confederal Group of the European United Left/Nordic Green Left 

NI non-attached Members  

 
 
 
 
 

Delegation Secretariat (3) 

 

Mrs Radka HEJTMANKOVA 

Mrs Nekane AZPIRI LEJARDI 

Mrs Rosa María LICOP-CABO 

 

Political groups () 

 

    

 

Interpreters () 

 

Mrs Françoise JOOSTENS (FR), head of booth 

Mr Gerard HENDRICKX (FR) 

Mrs Lorraine REGAN (EN) 

Mr Thomas JAYES (EN) 

Mrs Ana PARRILLA NADAL (ES) 

Mr Francisco  HIDALGO (ES) 

 

 


