
     Country profile – POLAND 
 

NAME: Conventional long form: Republic of Poland / Rzeczpospolita Polska 
Conventional short Form:Poland / Polska 

CAPITAL CITY: Warsaw / Warszawa (Pop. 1 625 000 (1996)) 

POPULATION: 38 608 929  ( 1999 est.) 

AREA: 312 685 km2 

BOUNDARIES: 

Land boundaries: Total 2 888 km 
Border countries: Belarus 605 km, Czech Republic 658 km, 
Germany 456 km, Lithuania 91 km, Russia (Kaliningrad ) 206 km, 
Slovakia 444 km, Ukraine 428 km. 
Coastline: 491 km 

REGIONS/ADMINISTRATIV
E DIVISIONS: 

16 regions (wojewodztwo) and 3 city governments (Warsaw, 
Krakow and Lodz) 
308 districts (powiat) and 2 489 communes (gmina) 

ETHNIC GROUPS: Polish 97.6%, German 1.3%, Ukrainian 0.6%, Byelorussian 0.5% 
(1990 est.) 

 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
Republic. Present constitution came into force 17 October 1997. 
 
HEAD OF STATE 
President (Aleksander KWASNIEWSKI - elected October 2000). The President, directly elected by popular 
suffrage for a maximum of two five-year terms, is head of state and supreme commander of the armed 
forces. He can dissolve parliament in certain circumstances e.g. if the Sejm fails to agree a state budget 
within four months of its first reading. The President can also veto legislation, although the veto can be 
overturned by a three-fifths parliamentary majority. 
 
PRIME MINISTER 
Leszek MILLER (since October 2001). Members of the Council of Ministers (Cabinet) are nominated by the 
Prime Minister and must be endorsed by parliament. 
 
LEGISLATURE 
Bicameral. The National Assembly (Zgromadzenie), elected for a four-year term, consists of the 460 
member Sejm (lower  house), elected by proportional representation, and the 100 member Senat (upper 
house), elected on a majority vote.  
 
GOVERNMENT -  ELECTIONS 
 
The government sworn in on 19 October 2001 is a coalition of the Democratic Left Alliance and Labour 
Union (SLD-UP) and Polish Peasants' Party (PSL). The last parliamentary elections for the two houses of 
parliament were held on 23 September 2001. The next parliamentary and presidential elections are due in 
2005. 
 
 



RESULTS OF ELECTIONS OF SEPTEMBER 2001: 
 
SEJM 
 
PARTY % VOTES SEATS 

Democratic Left Alliance and Labour Union (SLD-UP) 41.04 216 

Citizens' Platform (PO) 12.68 65 

Samoobrona (Self Defence) 10.20 53 

Law and Justice (PiS) 9.50 44 

Polish Peasants' Party (PSL) 8.98 42 

League of Polish Families (LPR) 7.87 38 

German Minority  0.36 1 

German Minority Upper Silesia  0.06 1 

Electoral action Solidarity (AWS) 5.6 0 

Freedom Union (UW) 3.1 0 

Total  460 
 
SENATE 
 
PARTY SEATS 

SLD-UW 75 

Blok Senat 2001 15 

PSL 4 

LPR 2 

Sambroona 2 

HTS* 1 

SLK* 1 

Total 100 

 
ECONOMY 
 

 
Source: European Commission, Progress report, October 2002



EU RELATIONS 
 
EUROPE AGREEMENT: 
Signed December 1991; came into force February 1994  
 
EU MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DATE 
5 April 1994 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION REGULAR REPORTS 
COM (2002) 700 
COM (2001)700 
COM(2000)709 
COM(1999)509 
COM(1998)701 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTIONS ON EC REPORTS 
20.11.2002 (A5-0371/2002) 
13.06.2002 (A5-0190/2002) 
5.09.2001 (A5-0254/2001) 
4.10.2000(A5-246/2000) 
15.04.1999(A4-148/1999) 
 
ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS  
Opened 31 March 1998. All 31 chapters closed (December 2002). The Treaty of Accession was signed on 
16 April 2003. 
 
PRE-ACCESSION  FUNDING 
The funding programmes concentrate assistance on the Accession Partnership priorities. In the years 
2000-2002, total annual assistance to Poland will amount to € 398 million (Phare), €168.6 million 
(SAPARD-agricultural and rural development), and between €312 and 385 million (ISPA- infrastructure: 
environment and transport). 
 
 
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
 
EARLY HISTORY 
Western Slavic tribes began to settle in the Vistula basin around 600 A.D. The Polish state is over 1000 
years old. Duke Miécislas I, considered the founder of the Piast dynasty,  converted to Christianity in 966 
and his son, Boleslas I, considerably extended the territory of the state, of which he was crowned king in 
1025. However, many of these lands were soon lost and, from the middle of the 12th to the beginning of 
the 14th century, Poland was divided into several duchies. Poland and Lithuania were united at the end of 
the 14th century and, for the next 200 years, under the Jagellionians, Poland was one of the richest and 
most powerful states in Europe. However, involvement in the Russo-Swedish wars weakened the country 
economically and politically, and the 'partitions' of 1772, 1793, 1795 and 1815 effectively ended Poland's 
existence as a state for most of the next 100 years, as its territory was absorbed by Russia, Austria and 
Prussia. 
 
19TH CENTURY 
 A number of unsuccessful uprisings took place, notably in 1830-31, after which the Russians closed the 
universities and dismantled many of the national institutions, and again in 1861-64, after which even 
more severe measures were introduced. In the Prussian-German occupied lands, periods of liberal rule 
alternated with more repressive policies, notably after 1872. The Austrian-occupied lands, notably Galicia, 
enjoyed greater autonomy, although economic development was slower. The more liberal regime 
attracted many of those determined to restore Poland as a nation.  
  
20TH CENTURY 
�� 1914-1918: The areas of Poland under Russian rule were occupied by the Central Powers in 1915. 

Following the Russian revolution, a Polish National Committee was set up in Paris by the National-
Democrat leader Roman Dmowski and recognised by the Allies.  

�� 1919-1939: The country regained its independence in 1919, a constitution setting up a parliamentary 
democracy was adopted in 1921 and Poland's new frontiers were finally confirmed in 1923, following a 
number plebiscites and a war with Russia. A coup d'état in 1926 led by Pilsudski and supported by the 
army led to an increasingly authoritarian régime, and the new constitution of 1935 increased 
presidential powers. 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_11_98/pdf/en/poland_en.pdf
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=021120&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&LASTCHAP=21&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=15&TXTLST=5&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=150499&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A4|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO99|NUMERO@148|YEAR@99|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A4&NUMB=1&DATEF=990415


�� 1939-1945: Poland was invaded first by German forces and then by the Soviet Union in September 
1939. After its surrender, the territory was split between the two invaders, but all of Poland came 
under German control in July 1941. A Polish government in exile was formed in Paris, later moving to 
London, and Polish armed forces fought on the Allied side. The USSR recognised the Polish Committee 
of National Liberation, which proclaimed itself the sole legal government in Lublin in July 1944. In 
August 1944, Polish resistance forces loyal to the government in exile staged an uprising but, without 
outside reinforcement, were defeated. Under the Potsdam agreement of 1945, almost half of Poland's 
pre-war territory was ceded to the Soviet Union and Poland received former German lands east of the 
Oder and Neisse rivers. 

�� 1947-1955: In the January 1947 elections, the Communist party and its allies dominated and a 
People's Republic was established in February. After the dismissal of Communist Party Secretary-
General Wladyslaw Gomulka in 1948, over his reluctance to adopt certain aspects of Soviet economic 
policy, the communists and socialists merged to form the Polish United Workers' Party (PZPR). 

�� 1956-1970: In 1956, mass demonstrations, provoked by food shortages, were suppressed. However, 
under the leadership of Gomulka, who returned to power in the ensuing turmoil, Poland enjoyed a 
period of stabilisation and some liberalisation. Although most economic activity had been nationalised, 
early attempts to collectivise agriculture were abandoned. In 1964-70, limited economic reforms were 
introduced. 

�� 1970s: Strikes and demonstrations in several cities against high food prices resulted in heavy 
casualties. Gomulka was forced to resign and was replaced by Edward Gierek. Economic reform and a 
boom in the early 1970s gave way to renewed shortages and an attempt by the government to 
reassert central control over the economy.  

�� 1980s: Labour unrest led to the formation of independent trade unions under the guidance of 
'Solidarity' led by Lech Walesa. Strikes continued and tri-partite discussions took place between 
Solidarity, the PZPR and the church. General Jaruzelski became Prime Minister and First Secretary in 
1981, declaring martial law in December. Mass arrests followed and order was restored, but Western 
countries imposed sanctions. Solidarity was once again legalised and the growing economic difficulties 
of the 1980s forced the Jaruzelski government to resume talks with the trade unions and the church. 
Roundtable talks were held in early 1989. In the July 1989 elections,  Solidarity swept the board in 
those seats it could contest. A Solidarity-dominated government was formed in September, led by 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki. The country was renamed the Republic of Poland in December 1989. 

�� 1990: In January, far-reaching economic reforms were announced and, in December, Lech Walesa was 
elected President. However, the volatile political environment of the early 1990s saw a series of short-
lived Solidarity governments.  

 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
�� 1993: After winning the September elections, the 'post-communist' Democratic Left Alliance (SLD) 

formed a coalition government with the Polish Peasants' Party (PSL). 
�� 1995: In November, Aleksander Kwasniewski was elected President (re-elected 2000) 
�� 1997: Following the September elections, Solidarity Electoral Action (AWS) formed a coalition 

government with the Freedom Union (UW). 
�� 2000: Following the withdrawl of the UW, the AWS formed a minority government. 
�� 2001: The September elections were won by the Democratic Left Alliance and Labout Union (SLD-UP) 

which formed a coalition government with the Polish Peasants' Party (PSL). 
�� 2003: In April, the EU Accession Treaty was signed. 
 

*   *   * 
 
Useful links 
 
European Commission 
DG Enlargement - Poland 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/poland/index.htm 
Commission Delegation in Poland 
http://www.europa.delpol.pl/index.php (in Polish) 
 
Official government sites 
http://poland.pl/ 
Government/Parties/Media 
http://www.politicalresources.net/poland3.htm 
Foreign Ministry - Poland and the EU 
http://www.msz.gov.pl/english/indexang.html  
 
 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/poland/index.htm
http://www.europa.delpol.pl/index.php
http://poland.pl/
http://www.politicalresources.net/poland3.htm
http://www.msz.gov.pl/english/indexang.html


Polish Parliament: 
Senate 
http://www.senat.gov.pl/ 
Sejm 
http://www.sejm.gov.pl/ 
 
Polish Search engine 
http://www.polska.pl/index_eng.html 
 
Media 
Warsaw Voice (in English) 
http://www.warsawvoice.pl/ 

http://www.senat.gov.pl/
http://www.sejm.gov.pl/
http://www.polska.pl/index_eng.html
http://www.warsawvoice.pl/

