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Dear readers,

Last year many established structures and procedures of international cooperation were again
called into question, the discussion about a possible Brexit being just one example. At the
European Parliament, a central institution in the European Union, many European and
international issues were discussed, political leaders presented their ideas about the future of the
EU, and public debates were held.

Such topics as the future of Europe, fighting climate change, migration issues, tax justice in the
EU,  Brexit, and how best to counter nationalism were repeatedly raised and discussed during the
European Parliament’s Liaison Office events. These included citizens’ forums and youth events, as
well as press and social media activities, where citizens had the opportunity to exchange views
with MEPs and express their concerns and wishes.

During the second half of the year, another topic shaped a major part of the work activities of the
German EPLO: the upcoming European elections on 26 May 2019 and the accompanying
information campaign of the European Parliament: “This time I’m voting”.
In close cooperation with central services of the Directorate-General for Communication of the
European Parliament, many activities of the German EPLO were already dedicated to informing
stakeholders, multipliers, press, media, and voters in Germany about the institutional election
campaign. More than one year before the elections, the two German Vice Presidents Evelyne
Gebhardt (SPD) and Rainer Wieland (CDU) kicked off the pre-election period in an event entitled
“One year before the European elections - what remains to be done” on 12 April 2018 in the
European House. Both supported the decentralised approach and expressed the hope that many
people would take part in the campaign and the elections.

More than ever before, the EPLOs were given an important role in establishing and implementing
the institutional campaign. To fulfil this responsibility, the German EPLO decided early on that the
institutional election campaign had to go local. Therefore, it organised 64 different events in the
16 German federal states to build the basic ground structure for the campaign. Positive response
from many regional cooperation partners proved that this was the right approach.

Central services of the European Parliament will produce a TV and Social Media spot. As for
previous elections, the EP Liaison Office, together with the Federal Press Office, approached
German public and private broadcasting stations to ask for their commitment to air the TV spot.

We look forward to successfully implementing the next steps of the campaign before voters go to
the polls in Germany on Sunday, 26th May 2019, when they will hopefully show their
commitment to the European Parliament by voting in large numbers.

Frank Piplat, Head of EPLO Berlin
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE 2019 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS –
DIESMALWÄHLEICH.EU (THISTIMEIMVOTING.EU) -

Activities of the Liaison Offices in Germany 2018
The European elections on 26 May 2019 had already determined a large part of the work and
activities of the liaison offices of the European Parliament in Berlin and Munich for 2018.

Since spring 2018, a large number of events, projects, and actions have been launched to draw
the attention of as many eligible voters in Germany as possible to the EP campaign
diesmalwähleich.eu and the forthcoming European elections.

diesmalwähleich.eu - This is the European Parliament's institutional information campaign for the
2019 European elections. Interested voters can register on this website to show that they will
vote in the European elections. From time to time, they receive e-mails with up-to-date
information about the European elections and the European policy issues that they have chosen
because they are particularly interested in them. All registered users also receive a personalised
link, which they can forward to their contacts on social media via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
etc.. They can use this link to draw the attention of relatives, friends and acquaintances to the
European elections, and to encourage them to also go vote in the European elections. Anyone
who wants to get more involved can plan their own actions as a volunteer supporter, and can
implement them with the help of the liaison offices in Berlin and Munich.

OPENING EE 2019

A Year to Go before the European Elections - What remains for the
European Parliament to do? 12 April 2018, European House
It was still a good year before the European elections - and finally the first event concerning this
important election for the European Union!

The participants of the event wanted to know what the European Parliament still had to do
within the remaining 13 months before the election in order to be prepared for 26 May 2019.

Evelyne Gebhardt (SPD) and Rainer Wieland (CDU) - the two German presidium members of the
European Parliament - agreed that the institutional preparations had been completed. With the
retention of the Spitzenkandidat principle, and the rejection of transnational lists, two important
decisions had been taken in order to be able to nominate candidates and enter the election
campaign.
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In terms of content, however, work would continue until the last plenary session in April 2019 -
exactly one year after this event - in order to pass as much legislation as possible and create good
regulations.

Both MEPs stressed the importance of a high voter turnout for the European Parliament. The
European elections would be an important opportunity to draw attention to European issues.

At the beginning of the event, Frank Piplat, Head of the Liaison Office, presented the campaign of
the European Parliament and the Berlin Liaison Office, which has a very decentralised approach.
In all 16 federal states, at least four events of different kinds are to take place in order to reach as
many people as possible and motivate them to vote.

Evelyne Gebhardt and Rainer Wieland - both from Baden-Württemberg - expressly supported this
approach and expressed the hope that many people would take part in the campaign and the
election!

Germany x 16: Youth Forums / Citizen Forums / Press Seminars /
Multiplier Events / diesmalwähleich.eu Event

In order to draw attention to this year's election campaign throughout Germany, the liaison
offices in Berlin and Munich organised a combination of events in all 16 federal states up until
Easter 2019. The aim was to enter into dialogue with various stakeholders on the occasion of the
2019 European elections, and to build up a network that would jointly call on the citizens of
Germany to go vote in the European elections.

To this end, Youth Forums took place in eight federal states in the state parliaments, and in eight
other federal states, Citizen Forums took place under the motto "Talking About Europe". These
were held with the participation of the regionally responsible MEPs.
In Press Seminars in all federal states, local and regional media were addressed as key partners
for the election campaign.
As a third module, the EP liaison offices in each country organised a European Multipliers Event
in each region. In these seminars, the institutional campaign - www.diesmalwähleich.eu - was
presented, and participants were given the opportunity to get to know each other and the EP
Liaison Offices. Here they could exchange views on their European election activities and discuss
possible cooperation.

A list of all dates and locations of the various events that have already taken place in 2018 can be
found in the annex.

In addition, the EP Liaison Offices organised Welcome Meetings with the diesmalwähleich.eu
supporters and provided advice and assistance, as well as brainstormed possible ideas in order
to increase voter turnout.

EP Liaison Offices also provided constant information about the 2019 European elections at
regular and recurring events in 2018.
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Youth Forums

c) Ingo Kniest

The European Parliament Liaison Office in Berlin launched a new series of Youth Forums for pupils
in 2018 entitled "How do we want to live in the EU? - European Politics in Everyday Life".

The aim was to bring young people and young adults, in particular first-time voters, as well as
members of the European Parliament and regional parliaments, into conversation with each other
so that they could talk together about the future of the European Union.

The young people were previously prepared for the event from experts who visited their schools.
They dealt in advance with topics from the areas of consumer protection, trade, and environmental
protection, and developed ideas on the relevant topics. Specifically, these included proposals on
fair trade, the legalisation of cannabis, and animal welfare in agriculture. Afterwards, the young
people were able to discuss with the MEPs on equal 0footing. The core of the event is a so-called
"hearing", during which the pupils can ask members of the European Parliament and the host state
parliament about concrete elements regarding trade, consumer, and environmental protection
policy. Around 700 pupils from 25 different schools took part in the European Youth Forums. A
wide variety of school types such as grammar schools, comprehensive schools, and vocational
colleges were represented.

Youth Forums 2018 - Panel Compositions

Date City /
Federal state

MEPs State Parliament
representatives

13 April 2018 Berlin  Michael Cramer (Greens)
 Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann (S& D)

 Frank Zimmermann (SPD)

8 May 2018 Wiesbaden
Hesse

 Martin Häusling (Greens)  Norbert Kartmann (CDU),
President of State
Parliament

 Ulli Nissen (SPD), Member
of German Bundestag

13 Juni 2018 Erfurt /
Thuringia

 Gabriele Zimmer (GUE/NGL)
 Jakob von Weizsäcker (S&D)

 Jörg Kubitzki (DIE LINKE.)
 Marion Walsmann (CDU)

3 Sept
2018

Saarbrücken /
Saarland

 Stefan Eck (Independent)  Dennis Lader (DIE LINKE.)
 Rudolf Müller (AfD)
 Isolde Ries (SPD)
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Citizens Forums

Have Your Say About Europe

As part of the information campaign for the 2019 European elections, the Liaison Office
organised Citizen Forums named "Have Your Say About Europe" in five federal states during
2018. The event format, which enables dialogue between MEPs and citizens, was very popular
with the participants, and also showed the respective cities' interest in cooperation. By live
tweeting the event, the social media team of the Liaison Office extended the reach of the citizens'
forums.

Among the topics discussed in 2018 were the future of Europe, the achievements of the EU and
the transparency of the work of the MEPs, the upcoming European elections, social justice and
tax justice in the EU, as well as Brexit and how best to counter right-wing populism.

 Halle (Saale), 2 February 2018, Town hall - 130 participants

Panel guests:

Martina Michels, MEP (United Left)

Sven Schulze, MEP (EPP)

Dr. Gunnar Schellenberger, State Secretary for Culture, Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt

Dr. Andreas Schmidt, Member of Federal Parliament of Saxony-Anhalt, President of Europa Union
Germany, district of Halle

Moderation: Heike Groll, Managing editor, Volksstimme Magdeburg (regional newspaper)

 Duisburg, 4 May 2018, Black Box - Conference facility “Der Kleine Prinz“ – 90
participants

Panel guests:

• Jens Geier, MEP (S&D)

• Dennis Radtke, MEP (EPP)

• Terry Reintke, MEP (Greens)

• Dr. Oliver Schwarz, University of Duisburg-Essen, Institute of Political Sciences

Moderation: Stephanie Weltmann, Political editor, WAZ (regional newspaper)
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 Mainz, 18 May 2018, Town hall – 100 participants

Panel guests:

Birgit Collin-Langen, MEP (EPP)

Michael Detjen, MEP (S&D)

Martin Häusling, MEP (Greens)

Bernd Kölmel, MEP (ECR)

Moderation: Hadija Haruna-Oelker, Free-lance journalist

 Schwerin, 5 October 2018, State Parliament Mecklenburg-West Pomerania -

100 participants

Panel guests:

Werner Kuhn, MEP(EPP))

Iris Hoffmann, MEP (S&D)

Dr. Mignon Schwenke, Vice-President of Federal Parliament of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania (DIE
LINKE)

Prof. Dr. Detlef Jahn, Institute for Political Science, University of Greifswald

Moderation: Dörthe Graner, Norddeutscher Rundfunk

 Bremen, 23 November 2018, State Parliament “Bremische Bürgerschaft“ -

185 participants

Panel guests:

David McAllister, MEP (EPP)

Dr. Joachim Schuster, MEP (S&D)

Dr. Helga Trüpel, MEP (Greens)

Prof. Dr. Christiane Trüe, University of Bremen, Professor of Public law, Head of Master in
European Studies Programme

Moderation: Lisa Boekhoff, Weser Kurier (regional newspaper)

Moderation: Lisa Boekhoff, Weser Kurier

Further Citizen Forums will take place in Dresden and Hamburg in March 2019.
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Press Seminars
At the beginning of 2018, the Liaison Office's press team began organising journalists' workshops
for all 16 German federal states, in cooperation with local or regional media partners from both
broadcasting and press sectors. Journalists were thus addressed directly as key partners in
communication with a broad impact. They received first-hand information about the work of the
European Parliament, about available research sources and tools, and were introduced to the EP's
information campaign on the European elections. In addition, they met MEPs from the region
and had the opportunity to talk to experienced EU correspondents to learn how EU issues can
also be implemented for reporting at the regional and local level. In 2018, eight such half-day
workshops with a total of 202 journalists and 14 MEPs took place.

Multiplier Events
In order to achieve the greatest possible attention for the European elections in 2019 and the
campaign diesmalwähleich.eu, the EP liaison offices organised a multiplier event for stakeholders
and stakeholder in all 16 federal states. A wide range of multipliers were invited - often in
cooperation with the local Europe Direct information centres - from universities, European
schools, foundations, youth associations and senior citizens' representatives to regional
associations and federations, workers' and employers' representatives etc.. In a two-hour seminar,
the EP Liaison Office first presented the European elections communication campaign and the
platform diesmalwähleich.eu. One or two regional organisations then had the opportunity to
present their project to mobilise first-time voters and students. In the subsequent group
discussion, the participants discussed which main topic was particularly important for their
respective target group in their federal state, which actions and formats were successful in
reaching citizens, and how the EP liaison office could support them. Following the event, the
participants who had agreed, were networked with each other and kept up-to-date by the EP
Liaison Office with new information on the 2019 European elections.
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diesmalwähleich.eu

Welcome Event
In 2018, the Liaison Offices also organised a series of so-called “diesmalwähleich.eu Events” for
supporters of the information campaign, who wanted to become active and plan their own
events and actions. Usually after the multiplier meetings, Citizen Forums or press seminars, the
colleagues from the liaison offices met with the volunteers to present the campaign in detail.
Ideas were presented and discussed and the liaison offices informed how they could support the
volunteers.
In 2018, there were twelve meetings this time with around 100 participants. Actions already
implemented in 2018 include a Europe Day at the TH Wildau, flyer actions and video messages.

University Tour for the European Elections

In particular, only few first-time voters and students in Germany vote in the European elections.
The EP Liaison Office in Berlin has therefore launched a university tour, visiting almost 50
universities throughout Germany, 20 of which were held in 2018. For one day from 9.30 a.m. to
about 4 p.m., there was an information stand at a prominent location in the university, where
students could inform themselves about the upcoming European elections and the website
diesmalwähleich.eu (see also the list in the appendix).

Initiatives for the 2019 European Elections in the Context of Other Events

Since summer 2018, the EP Liaison Offices have been using the opportunity at all relevant events
to draw attention to the European elections and the campaign diesmalwähleich.eu.

 Open House Day of the Federal Government – 25-26 August 2018 – 10,000 visitors

 German Unification Day – Festival at the Brandenburg Gate from 1 – 3 October 2018 – 60,000
visitors

 Festival of Lights – 5 – 14 October 2018 – 6,000 visitors

c) Bernhard Ludewig
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The European Elections in the Media - Radio Spots / Podcasts / TV Spot

In order to increase the visibility of the European Parliament in the German public, the EP Liaison
Office Berlin regularly produces radio reports on the current work of the Parliament. These
contributions are broadcast by radio stations all over Germany and thus regularly reach several
million listeners. On behalf of the Liaison Office in Berlin, the contributions are designed by the
Audioetage agency in close cooperation with the Liaison Office's press department. Two different
formats are produced for each topic: One is a "classic" radio report with the text of the report
spoken by the editor and the original sound of the deputies embedded in it, and the other is a so-
called "discussion with colleagues". The colleague discussion is conceived as a question and
answer format. The radio presenter can thus ask questions and stage a discussion with the editor
who has spoken the text. The agency uploads the broadcast-ready contributions to the
"Getaudio" platform and offers them to radio stations for free acceptance and broadcast. Each
contribution contains an original sound of a German MEP who is either a rapporteur or a shadow
rapporteur for the respective topic. The EP Liaison Office takes care to balance the selection of
topics and interview partners.

In addition to the radio contributions, the EP Liaison Office Berlin also produces podcasts, which
are also designed by the agency Audioetage. While the contributions presented above were
conceived for radio broadcasting and are therefore compact in terms of time and content, the
podcast offers more room for answers from parliamentarians. In the style of a question and
answer interview, they talk in more detail about their work. The podcasts are uploaded to
Soundcloud and distributed via the social media channels of the Liaison Office. Members can also
share them through their own channels.

Central services of the European Parliament will produce a TV and Social Media spot which will be
offered for broadcasting in all Member States. As for previous elections, the EP Liaison Office,
together with the Federal Press Office, approached German public and private broadcasting
stations to ask for their commitment to air the TV spot. In October 2018, the EP Liaison Office
organised for the Director General of the Directorate General Communication of the EP a media
tour to different German Broadcasters like e.g. ZDF, Bayerischer Rundfunk and ProSiebenSat1.

In the run-up to the European elections in 2018, citizens were already informed about many
European policy issues.



EPLO Germany Annual report 2018 -11-

Social Media

In the second half of 2018, the Social Media team of the European Parliament Liaison Office
continued its work on the European elections and diesmalwähleich.eu platform. The content
posts, corresponding to decisions of the European Parliament, were increasingly linked to the
European elections and/or the diesmalwähleich-platform, in order to illustrate the influence of
citizens on legislation by means of concrete examples.
With posts, especially on Instagram and Facebook, the Liaison Office has spread the word about
the European Parliament's gradually emerging websites and platforms for the European
elections, such as the website what-europe-does-for-me.eu. There, citizens can get an overview
of the activities of the European Union in their region.
In addition, it has been possible to win important influencers for successful cooperations that
draw attention to the European elections on their channels, such as Diana zur Löwen, who has
700,000 followers on both Instagram and YouTube.

At the end of 2018, a major social media campaign was launched in collaboration with an agency,
in which influencers and volunteers from the diesmalwähleich.eu platform play a decisive role.
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Publications

In the November 2018 issue of "Europe 2019", the annual information brochure "Europe", which
is published by EP Liaison Office Berlin, one can find detailed information on the European
elections in an extra chapter. The accompanying booklet for teachers contains a special teaching
module on the subject of European elections and diesmalwähleich.eu. The 170,000 brochures
and 8,500 accompanying booklets were distributed at EP liaison offices events, offered to
multipliers throughout Germany, and also offered to all grammar schools and secondary schools
in Germany for ordering. By the end of 2018, most of the brochures and accompanying booklets
had already been distributed, underlining the great interest in information about the European
elections.

The information flyer "European elections on 26 May 2019", designed by the Liaison Office in the
summer of 2018, provides brief and concise information on how to vote as a German or other EU
citizen in Germany on 26 May. The flyer was produced in cooperation with the office of the
Federal Election Commissioner, who is responsible for the organisation of the European elections
in Germany. The flyer can also be downloaded online in German or English.

Visitor Groups and Role Plays

Every month, EPLO Berlin welcomes around 15 school groups for a role-playing game in the
European Experience. While the pupils slip into the role of MEPs, the European elections are also
addressed. In each of the twelve or so presentations for visitor groups per month, the speakers
also provide information about the European elections and present the website
diesmalwähleich.eu.

In 2018, 240 groups with a total of 7,582 people took part in a role play or listened to a lecture on
the European Union.
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Annex: List of Youth forums / Citizen Forums / Press seminars / Multiplier
seminars

FEDERAL
STATE

CITIZEN FORUM
(Townhall) or

YOUTH FORUM
(state parliament)

PRESS SEMINAR

(local media)

MULTIPLIER-EVENT

(civil society)

WELCOME EVENT

Baden-
Württemberg

Youth Forum

Stuttgart

11.03.2019

Freiburg, 19.02.2019

Media partner:

Badische Zeitung,
Landeszentrale für
politische Bildung BW

Stuttgart, 26.11.2018 Stuttgart, 26.11.2018

Bavaria Citizens Forum

21.03.2019

Germeringen

Being planned Being planned Munich, 25.10.2018 +
29.10.2018

Berlin Youth Forum

Berlin, 13.04.2018

Berlin, 27.04.2018

Media partner: dpa

Berlin, 19.06.2018

EDIC Berlin

Nationwide actors:

Berlin, 26.06.2018

Berlin, 07.02.2019

Brandenburg Youth Forum

Potsdam, 05.10.2018

Cottbus, 25.01.2019 Media
partner: Lausitzer
Rundschau

Potsdam, 08.10.2018

Landtag Brandenburg

Potsdam, 08.10.2018

Bremen Citizen Forum

Bremen, 23.11.2018

Bremen, beginning of April
2019 Media partner: Radio
Bremen

Bremen, 23. 11.2018

EDIC Bremen

Hamburg Citizen Forum

Hamburg, 29.03.2019

Being planned Hamburg, 26.11.2018

EDIC Hamburg

Hamburg, 26.11.2018

Hesse Youth Forum

Wiesbaden,
04.05.2018

Frankfurt, 16.11.2018

Media partner: Hessischer
Rundfunk

Wiesbaden 1701.2019

Presseclub Wiesbaden

Wiesbaden,
17.01.2019

Mecklenburg-
Western
Pomerania

Citizen Forum

Schwerin, 05.10.2018

Schwerin, 29.10.2018

Media partner:
Norddeutscher Rundfunk

Schwerin, 08.11.2018 Schwerin, 08.11.2018

Lower Saxony Youth Forum

Hanover, 28.09.2018

Osnabrück, 18.03.2018

Media partner: NOZ

Hanover, 05.03.2019

EIC Hanover

Hanover, 19.09.2018
+ 15.11.2018
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FEDERAL
STATE

CITIZEN FORUM
(Townhall) or

YOUTH FORUM (state
parliament)

PRESS SEMINAR

(local media)

MULTIPLIER-EVENT

(civil society)

WELCOME EVENT

North-Rhine
Westfalia

Citizen Forum

Duisburg, 04.05.2018

Bonn, 11.06.2018

Media partner: Deutsche
Welle/GMF Düsseldorf,
26.10.2018

Mediapartner:
Landesanstalt für Medien
NRW und Europa Union
NRW

(State Institute for Media
and Europe Union NRW)

Düsseldorf, 21.06.2018

EDIC Düsseldorf

Münster, 14.12.2018,

Düsseldorf 03.03.
2019,

Essen, 16.02.2019

Cologne,
18.12.+20.12.2018,
11.01.2019

Rhineland-
Palatinate

Citizen Forum

Mainz, 18.05.2018

Mainz, 14.09.2018

Media partner:
Südwestrundfunk

Mainz, 14.06.2018

State Chancellery
Rhineland Palatinate

Saarland Youth Forum

Saarbrücken,
03.09.2018

Saarbrücken, 03.09.2018

Media partner: Saarbrücker
Zeitung

Saarbrücken,
03.09.2018

EDIC Saarbrücken

Saxony Citizen Forum

Dresden, 07.03.2019

Leipzig, 08.02.2019

Media partner: MDR

Dresden, 28.11.2018

EDIC Dresden

Leipzig, 25.10.2018

Dresden, 28.11.2018

Saxony-
Anhalt

Citizen Forum

Halle, 02.02.2018

Halle, 01.12.2017 Media
partner: Mitteldeutsche
Zeitung

Magdeburg,
06.03.2018

EDIC Magdeburg

Schleswig-
Holstein

Youth Forum

Kiel, 10.01.2019

Kiel, 11.01.2018

Media partner: Kieler
Nachrichten

Kiel, 21.11.2018

EDIC Kiel

Kiel, 21.11.2018

Thuringia Youth Forum

Erfurt, 01.06.2018

Erfurt, 10.11.2017

Cooperation partner: EIC
Erfurt

Erfurt, 17.10.2018

EDIC Erfurt

Erfurt, 17.10.2018
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University Tour 2018 – 2019

 Monday, 15 October 2018 - DRESDEN - Technische Universität
 Tuesday, 16 October 2018 - MAGDEBURG - Otto-von-Guericke-Universität
 Wednesday, 17 October 2018 - LEIPZIG - Hochschule für Wirtschaft, Technik und

Kultur
 Thursday, 18 October 2018 - LEIPZIG - Universität Leipzig
 Wednesday, 24 October 2018 - ERFURT - Universität Erfurt
 Thursday, 25 October 2018 - JENA - Friedrich-Schiller-Universität
 Monday, 29 October 2018 - INGOLSTADT - Katholische Universität Eichstätt-

Ingolstadt
 Tuesday, 30 October 2018 - NEU-ULM - Hochschule Neu-Ulm
 Wednesday, 31 October 2018 - ULM - Universität Ulm
 Monday, 5 November 2018 - AUGSBURG - Universität Augsburg
 Tuesday, 6 November 2018 - STUTTGART - Universität Stuttgart
 Wednesday, 7 November 2018 - KARLSRUHE - Karlsruher Institut für Technologie
 Thursday, 8 November 2018 - HEIDELBERG - Universität Heidelberg
 Tuesday, 13 November 2018 - BAYREUTH – Universität Bayreuth
 Wednesday, 14 November 2018 - BRANDENBURG/HAVEL - Technische

Hochschule Brandenburg
 Thursday, 15 November 2018 - POTSDAM - Universität Potsdam
 27 November 2018 - KIEL - Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel
 28 November 2018 - LÜBECK - Universität zu Lübeck
 29 November 2018 - HAMBURG - Technische Hochschule Hamburg
 30 November 2018 - HAMBURG - Technische Universität Hamburg

Further 30 dates at universities and colleges in Germany will follow in 2019 up until the
European elections on 26 May 2019.
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LIAISON OFFICE IN GERMANY – 2018 Activities

FOCUS: EUROPA EXPERIENCE - the Exhibition in the European House in
Berlin
In 2018, the permanent multimedia exhibition ERLEBNIS EUROPA celebrated its second birthday
and had around 157,000 visitors of all ages, from Berlin and other regions of Germany, but also
from European countries and the whole world. Numerous MEPs and Members of the European
Commission visited the ERLEBNIS EUROPA and expressed their appreciation.

The exhibition is particularly popular with pupils and teachers who see a visit to EUROPA
EXPERIENCE as an important addition to their lessons.

Role play games are offered to school classes every day from Monday to Friday, from 9 – 10 am,
before the exhibition opens its doors to the public.

The heart of the exhibition is the 360° cinema, which gives visitors the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the work of the European Parliament and to feel like a Member of Parliament in the
plenary hall.

c) Bernhard Ludewig

FOCUS: THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AS LEGISLATOR

EP Rapporteurs in Dialogue

The EP Liaison Office in Berlin, together with the European Movement Germany, is organising a
series of events entitled "Rapporteurs in Dialogue". MEPs, who are rapporteurs on legislative
reports, present their draft report at the European House in Berlin and discuss it with stakeholders
involved in the legislative process or affected by the impact of legislation. There were five events
in 2018:

 10 January 2018, MEP Birgit Sippel (SPD): „The new ePrivacy Regulation“

 26  February 2018, MEP Dr. Helga Trüpel (Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen): „European Solidarity
Corps“
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 9 March 2018, MEP Ismail Ertug (SPD): „Combating the Manipulation of Odometers in Motor
Vehicles“

 23 March 2018, MEP Dr. Markus Pieper (CDU): „Ensuring Competition in Air Transport“

 28 May 2018, MEP Burkhard Balz (CDU): “Reform of the Financial Services Authority“

“Stakeholder Dialogue“

 14 May 2018, Alain Lamassoure (EVP) and Paul Tang (S&D): Common (consolidated)
Corporate Tax Base

 15. Juni 2018, Enrique Calvet Chambon (EVP): Transparent and Reliable Working Conditions
in the European Union

Conference

c) Bernhard Ludewig

Challenge Accepted? - On the Way to a New EU Migration Policy, Berlin,
16. November 2018
In 2018, migration in all its facets was once again one of the determining themes in political
discussions at the German and European levels. This is why the Liaison Office of the European
Parliament, in cooperation with the Allianz Cultural Foundation, the Freudenberg Foundation,
and the Federal Foreign Office, held a conference entitled "Accepting the Challenge? On the Way
to a New Asylum and Migration Policy for the European Union" at the Allianz Forum in Berlin.

The aim of the conference was to bring together representatives from politics, academia, and civil
society, in order to discuss what has happened since 2016 and, in particular, what still has to
happen - also as a follow-up to the conference on this topic organized by EPLO in 2016.

With welcoming addresses from Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office Michelle
Müntefering and Leoluca Orlando, Mayor of Palermo, the panels included MEP Elmar Brok (CDU),
the Maltese scientist Dr. Ahmed Bugri, German MEP Romeo Franz (Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen), and
Italian MEP Cécile Kashetu Kyenge (S&D, IT).

All speeches and panels of the conference are available on the Youtube channel of the European
Parliament.
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FOCUS: TARGET GROUP YOUTH

European Parliament Ambassador School

c) Steffen Friedrichs

In 2018, the Liaison Office continued to work with schools from all federal states in 2018. Since
the start of the programme in 2016, 60 ambassador schools have been certified and around 20
more schools from all over Germany are well on their way to being certified at the end of the
2018/19 school year. More than 1,500 schools across Europe form the ambassador school
network. The aim of the programme is to establish a long-term partnership with schools
throughout Germany. The focus is always on the so-called junior ambassadors who can
contribute their ideas and projects to the programme.

The Ambassador Program is aimed at all types of schools: Grammar schools, vocational colleges,
secondary schools and a special school are part of the programme.

Last year, around 450 pupils and teachers from existing ambassador schools, and those who
would like to become ambassador schools, were additionally trained and informed about the
project at five regional ambassador school conferences in Ulm, Rüsselsheim, Halle an der Saale,
Recklinghausen, and Hamburg.

In 2018, the junior ambassadors came up with many creative activities to integrate the topic of
Europe into everyday school life.

Last year, the senior ambassadors (teachers) also had the opportunity to exchange views about
the current activities of the project at four seminars in Brussels. The seminars took place in March,
April, September, and November, with 100 participants each.

Last year, 29 schools were granted the certification. The new Ambassador Schools will receive
their certificate and plaque from a Member of the European Parliament at a school celebration.

For further information about the program of the ambassador schools in Germany, go to
www.ep-botschafter-blog.de.
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2018 Euroscola Competition

In 2018, Euroscola was again the European Parliament's most popular competition among young
Germans. The programme brings together 15 times a year 500 pupils from each of the 28 EU
Member States for a day to the European Parliament in Strasbourg to discuss European issues
and experience EU policy first hand.

In 2018, a total of 10,032 pupils and 1,112 teachers met for the Euroscola Days in Strasbourg.

2018 European Charlemagne Youth Prize

The European Youth Charlemagne Prize entered its twelfth round in 2018. Numerous young
people from all member states of the European Union had applied with their European projects.

The winning project of the German preselection is called "CUBE. Your take on Europe" and aims
to create an inclusive participation path for all young people in Europe. To this end, the political
ideas of young people are to be collected in Europe-wide workshops and made audible through
the establishment of a youth lobby in the political institutions.

Subsequently, all 28 national winning projects were evaluated by a European jury in a final round
of decisions. On 8 May 2018, the European Youth Carl Prize 2018 was presented to the Worcation
team from Poland in Aachen. Worcation brings young people from different countries together
to work in Stalag VIII A, a former German prisoner-of-war camp of the Second World War between
Görlitz and Zgorzelec on both sides of the Neisse. The prize-winners prevailed against 324
applications across Europe.

FOCUS: PRESS; INTERNET AND SOCIAL MEDIA AND PUBLICATIONS
Press Work in 2018

In 2018, the press team of the European Parliament in Berlin continued to provide information on
the work and decisions of the Parliament as well as on the many events of the German Liaison
Office. Thanks to the reinforcement of the press team by two new colleagues in the middle of the
year, the Parliament's media presence in Germany was expanded and the number of press
contacts of the German press team significantly increased.

The year 2018 in Germany was marked by the long process of forming a government after the
2017 Bundestag elections, which was also eagerly awaited in other EU Member States and EU
institutions. Germany's voice in the Brexit negotiations between the United Kingdom and the EU
or in important EU laws was important and necessary for progress. In the second half of the year,
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preparations for the 2019 European elections became increasingly important in addition to
normal press work.

Registration for the Newsletter EP.NEWS:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/germany/de/aktuell/newsletter-ep-news

In the one and a half years before the European elections, the press team organised journalists'
workshops in all 16 German federal states, in cooperation with local or regional media partners,
both from the broadcasting and press sectors. In 2018, eight such half-day workshops were held
with a total of 202 journalists and 14 MEPs.

A new element of press work in 2018 was the production and broadcast of compact radio reports
and longer podcasts on topics related to the current work of Parliament, such as disposable
plastics, organic food, geo-blocking, autonomous driving and reform of the asylum system. The
produced contributions were offered free of charge to and broadcast by radio stations
throughout Germany, regularly reaching several million listeners.

All podcasts can be found at the following link:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/germany/de/presse-veranstaltungen/podcasts

Europarl.de and Social Media

In 2018, the social media team of the Liaison Office of the European Parliament continued its
work of providing comprehensive information about the European Parliament, the numerous
offers for young people, and events organised by the Liaison Office in Germany. In the second
half of the year, it also intensified its efforts to provide information about the European elections
and the diesmalwähleich.eu platform.

At the end of 2018, the Liaison Office's Facebook page had 22,500 fans and the Twitter account
5,700 followers. The Instagram account opened at the end of 2017 gained nearly 1,800 new
followers during the year.

The aim of the work on the various social media channels of the Liaison Office is to provide
information about offers of the European Parliament which arouse particular interest in Germany
or have a German connection.

The activities reported on by the Liaison Office are primarily decisions of the European Parliament
in the legislative field and their impact on people's everyday lives. In particular, youth issues and
reporting on Liaison Office events make up the bulk of the posts and tweets.

The Instagram account, established at the end of 2017, developed very well in 2018. On the
channel, the Liaison Office is stepping up its efforts to increase the interest of the younger
Instagram target group, for example with “Take-Overs” from participants in youth events, such as
the European Youth Event, or the Liaison Office trainees reporting on their traineeship.
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The Liaison Office's Facebook page had 22,500 fans at the end of 2018, the Twitter account had
5,700 followers and the Instagram account had 2,400 followers.

Citizen Requests

In 2018, the Liaison Office answered nearly 5,000 questions on the work and functioning of the
European Parliament, on the role and activities of MEPs, and on decision-making and legislative
procedures in the European Union. It assisted in the search for European Parliament documents
and provided information files. The enquiries addressed to the European Parliament Liaison
Office came from interested citizens as well as from the political, economic and, in particular,
academic spheres.

Publications

Also in 2018, the EP Liaison Office published the annual information brochure "Europe 2018" with
an accompanying booklet for teachers. In six teaching modules, topics relating to Europe and the
European Union are prepared for teaching.
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FOCUS ON EUROPEAN VALUES

2018 Europe Day

c) Bernhard Ludewig

Europe Day 2018 was celebrated in the Europe Experience in conjunction with the third
anniversary of the permanent exhibition with various special actions. Many visitors took part in
the Europe Quiz, voted for different EU topics, and discussed the future of the EU with Team
Europe members. As a souvenir, they could also share a photo from the specially designed photo
box with family and friends on Instagram.

2018 International Women’s Day

The International Women's Day on 8 March was celebrated with a photo campaign in the
permanent exhibition EUROPA EXPERIENCE. Numerous visitors made a photo for the day with
slogans for more equality.



EPLO Germany Annual report 2018 -23-

2018 LUX Film Days

c) Andreas Endermann

With the LUX Film Prize, the European Parliament has been promoting the creativity of European
cinema since 2007. Three finalist films for the annual LUX Prize are shown each autumn in all EU
Member States as part of the LUX Film Days, in the original version with subtitles in the 24 official
languages of the EU. The LUX Film Days of the Berlin EP Liaison Office took place in Düsseldorf
and Berlin in 2018.

The three finalist films STYX, THE OTHER SIDE OF EVERYTHING (Original: Druga strana svega) and
WOMAN AT WAR (Original: Kona fer í stríð) portray three strong women facing different
challenges. On 14 November, MEPs voted in Strasbourg on the winning film: the LUX Prize 2018
went to the Icelandic-French-Ukrainian co-production WOMAN AT WAR.

2018 European Citizens' Prize

c) Christian Thiel

For many years, the European Parliament has honoured individuals, organisations, and
associations for their European commitment with the European Citizens' Prize.

Volunteer translators from Ludwigsburg, football enthusiasts from Erfurt, Oldenburg supporters
of a social clinic in Greece, and the chairman of the Association of German Sinti and Roma from
Schleswig-Holstein: on 24 September, these four German prize-winners of the European Citizens'
Prize 2018 were honoured in the European House in Berlin.

The Winners of the 2018 European Citizens' Prize:

The Voluntary Interpreting Service Ludwigsburg has been supporting people with a migration
background since 2004. Under the motto "Understanding promotes integration", committed
citizens from Ludwigsburg from a wide variety of backgrounds work in more than 30 languages
and dialects. The association "Spirit of Football e.V." is committed with great success to
tolerance, respect and European understanding. The club uses the joy of football to experience a
Europe of togetherness and solidarity in regional, national and international actions. In the last
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ten years, the club has reached more than 60,000 people in over 50 countries with its
tournaments, workshops and "ball" trips. In the Friends of the Social Clinic Kalamata e.V.,
Oldenburg citizens support a social clinic in Kalamata, Greece. Since 2012, the medical staff of this
clinic has been treating patients without adequate health insurance on a voluntary basis and with
the help of donations. The Oldenburg support association supports the social clinic and provides
"help for self-help" through donations in kind and money as well as visits on site. The Association
of German Sinti and Roma in Schleswig-Holstein with its chairman Matthäus Weiß has achieved
a stronger integration of Sinti and Roma in Schleswig-Holstein through outstanding
commitment. This was reached by numerous culture and education projects, which helped also
to a better mutual understanding. The regional association and its chairman also work closely
together with the Danish minority in Schleswig, the German minority in southern Denmark and
the Frisian group.

In October 2018, all 50 award winners also met for a joint festive event in Brussels.

The 2018 Sakharov Prize

c) Bernhard Ludewig

On 14 December 2018, the Liaison Office of the European Parliament had the honour of
welcoming the representatives of the 2018 Sakharov Prize winner, Oleg Sentsov, to Berlin.
Nataliya Kaplan, cousin and spokesperson of Oleg Sentsov, and Dimitriy Dinze, lawyer of Oleg
Sentsov, took part in a debate with Rebecca Harms (Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen), Member of the
European Parliament and Chairwoman of the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly (European
Neighbourhood East). Oleg Sentsov’s representatives had received the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought on his behalf two days earlier in Strasbourg.
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LIAISON OFFICE IN MUNICH –

2018 ANNUAL REVIEW

In 2018, the team of the Liaison Office of the European Parliament in Munich was the host and
cooperation partner for numerous events on current European topics and issues. The
implementation of panel discussions and technical discussions in southern Germany, the
cooperation with the state governments and state parliaments in Bavaria and Baden-
Württemberg, presentations in educational institutions, the reception of local and international
visitor groups, the organisation and support of network meetings in the region, the answering of
citizens' inquiries, the support of research as well as the cooperation with the Europe Direct
Information Centres of the European Commission were among the manifold tasks of the Liaison
Office in Munich. In the summer, the election campaign for the European elections “Diesmal
wähle ich" started and with it the exchange of information and networking with volunteers and
committed people in southern Germany.

STARS FOR EUROPE
c) Britta Becker

With a third season of the successful "Stars for Europe" clip campaign, further celebrities in
Germany demonstrated in 2018 that they personally care about Europe and the EU. The short
videos of the stars are shared on YouTube and the social media channels of the liaison offices.
The third season featured actresses Anna Julia Kapfelsperger and Michelle Monballijn, young star
Lea van Acken, author and director Joachim Masannek and fashion designer Michael Michalsky.
#starsforeurope
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Sakharov Prize
c) Andreas Gebert 2018

Discussion Round on 25 January 2018, Augsburg

Together with the European Office of the City of Augsburg, the EP Liaison Office in Munich
organised a discussion on "Human Rights and Democracy in Latin America". The reason for this
was the democratic opposition in Venezuela, which was awarded the European Parliament's
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought at the end of 2017. MEPs Markus Ferber (CSU) and
Barbara Lochbihler (Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen) with Professor Dr. Peter A. Kraus, Professor of
Political Science at the University of Augsburg, vividly discussed whether the 2017 winner
deserved the award. Around 100 citizens followed the event in the Rococo Hall of the
government of Swabia with great interest and participated in lively discussions.

Munich Europe Conference
15 February 2018 – “New Ideas for Europe - The Future of the Economic and Monetary
Union"

On the eve of the 54th Munich Security Conference, the fourth Munich European Conference
took place, for the second time with the participation of the EP Liaison Office in Munich. About
150 interested participants accepted the invitation to a panel discussion with top-class
participants including

 Markus Ferber (CSU), Member of the European Parliament

 Klaus P. Regling, Director of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM)

 Dr. Christine Bortenlänger, Managing Director of the Deutsches Aktieninstitut

 Joe Kaeser, Chairman of the Board of Siemens AG

The speakers assessed the economic and financial situation of the Union from different angles,
but agreed that a strong and effective Europe with a strong euro area was needed and that some
changes were needed. Europe had to renew itself self-confidently, not least to avoid being driven
by other players on the international stage. Around 200 invited guests attended the lectures in
the evening as part of the European Dinner. The focus was on financial policy aspects of
European policy, such as strengthening the euro zone.

Prominent Speakers were:

 Peter Altmaier MP | Federal Minister for Finance

 S.E. Boyko Borissov | Prime Minister of Bulgaria, President of the European Council

 François Villeroy de Galhau | Governor of the Bank of France
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 Dr. Beate Merk, Member of State Parliament | Bavarian Minister of State for European
Affairs and Regional Relations

 Dr. Theo Waigel | Former Federal Minister of Finance, Chairman of the Board of the
Munich European Conference

Being Young in Bavaria - Fit for Europe?!
c) Steffen Leiprecht

5 March 2018, Altes Rathaus, München

Around 80 pupils and students from all over Bavaria came together on 5 March 2018 at the Old
Munich Town Hall to exchange views and discuss EU-relevant topics with political actors. Present
were the city councillors Dr. Manuela Olhausen (CSU), Sonja Haider (ÖDP), Ulrike Boesser (SPD),
the members of the Bavarian Parliament Eva Gottstein (Free Voters), Claudia Stamm (Non-
attached Member), Isabell Zacharias (SPD) and Herbert Woerlein (SPD) as well as Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c.
Werner Weidenfeld, Director of the Centre for Applied Policy Research, Birgit Schmitz-Lenders,
Head of the Bavarian European Academy and Tobias Winkler, Head of the Munich Liaison Office.

The Munich Liaison Office team kicked off the event with the use of "sli.do", an online tool in
which all participants could participate interactively in surveys in real time via smartphone. The
results of the surveys showed that the European Union is very important for over 50 percent of
young people, with free travel without visas, closely followed by the EU as the guarantor of
peace, being the most important advantages. However, the young people also saw a need for
improvement on the part of the EU, as 79 percent wanted a greater European commitment in the
area of education, training and work, followed by 60 percent, who saw more need for action in
environmental protection. The pupils and students present deepened their existing knowledge
of Europe, discussed their ideas and proposals with policy experts and presented them to
representatives of the press.

International Women’s Day
27 April 2018, Munich

The EP Liaison Office and the Serviceplan agency held a networking event on 27 April 2018
entitled "Developing Women's Power: in Business, Media and Technology" at the Haus der
Kommunikation in Munich. More than 80 highly qualified women had the opportunity to
exchange ideas, acquire practical skills and expand their networks.

At the start of the event, the participants listened eagerly to the panel discussion with the
European Member of Parliament Professor Dr. Angelika Niebler (CSU), the founder of Dawanda
Claudia Helming, the Cosmopolitan editor Svenja Lassen, and the managing director of Cross
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Consult, Nadja Tschirner. The panelists agreed that the constant process of change in which
society finds itself must not only be seen as a challenge, but also as an opportunity for women.
Professor Dr. Angelika Niebler emphasized that the age of digitization requires female
characteristics. The theory was followed by practice: After the talk, the participants acquired
practical skills and useful take-aways in the four parallel workshops "Storytelling", "Social Media"
"VR/AR" and "The Power of Visual Language". They also used the opportunity for extensive
networking.

2018 Europe Week
c) Markus Sippl

On 2 May 2018, in the heart of Augsburg's historic old town, the Citizens' Festival to mark the
opening of the Europe Week in Bavaria took place. Numerous visitors did not miss this
opportunity to come to Augsburg's Rathausplatz and be entertained by a colourful stage
programme. After the opening of the Europawoche by Georg Eisenreich, Member of State
Parliament, Bavarian State Minister for Digital Affairs, Media and Europe, and Dr. Kurt Gribl, Lord
Mayor of the City of Augsburg, the theater ensemble impressed the audience with a successful
performance. The youths of BEST OF OUR SHOW rocked the stage, the poetry slammer Thomas
Laschyk did word acrobatics and Da F.U.N.K. showed the visitors how hip-hop works.

At the stand of the EP Liaison Office and the representation of the European Commission in
Munich, the visitors could prove their knowledge about the EU on a quiz wheel. Those who
wanted to get high could show their skills on the popular European climbing pyramid. Numerous
information stands of other European actors with various participation actions and a competition
made the Bürgerfest in Augsburg an all-round successful kick-off event of the Europawoche in
Bavaria 2018.

On 4 May 2018, the traditional Europe Action Day took place in Stuttgart. On the Schlossplatz
there was a varied programme with many stands of the participating European actors, where one
could familiarise oneself with their work and inform oneself about the EU. Numerous courageous
people did not want to miss the opportunity to admire a fire engine of the volunteer fire brigade
Stuttgart from a height of 30 metres on the turntable ladder and to follow the European Action
Day from above. The stage programme consisted of various musical contributions, interesting
conversations and information, which inspired young and old alike, and made Europe tangible
for everyone. Schools from Baden-Württemberg, Spain, France and Italy offered singing and
dancing performances, and the winners of the European competition were awarded on stage.

Evelyne Gebhardt (SPD) and Rainer Wieland (CDU), Vice-Presidents of the European Parliament of
Baden-Württemberg, as well as Jörg Meuthen (AfD), Member of the European Parliament of
Baden-Württemberg, answered questions about Europe in an interview on stage. The following
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political discussion with Commissioner Günther H. Oettinger and European Minister Guido Wolf,
MdL, was another highlight of the afternoon.

On 9 May 2018, Europe Day itself, Munich celebrated the anniversary of the founding speech of
the EU on Marienplatz throughout the afternoon. Mayor Josef Schmid welcomed all those
interested on the stage and thus gave the go-ahead for a colourful afternoon and evening
programme full of politics, culture, and entertainment. The Gymnasium Bruckmühl, the European
School, and the Kleine-Nestler-Schule with their training year for gymnastics teachers, showed a
fascinating "European Show Programme" with acrobatics, dance performances, and a unicycle
demonstration. It was particularly exciting when "walls" fell in the middle of Marienplatz. Munich
children and young people - and all those who wanted to take part - showed, together with the
urban graffiti artists Benjamin Schandelmeier and Johannes Brechter, how easy it is to tear down
the last barriers in the minds and hearts of Europeans. Thousands of people listened to MEP
Nadja Hirsch (FDP) and Professor Dr. Klaus Buchner (ÖDP) and many other speakers on the
subject of Europe.

EUROPE after work - Discussions on Europe
The lectures „EUROPE after work“ at the Liaison Office of the European Parliament in Munich were
successfully continued in 2018. Together with the European Academy of Bavaria and the Bavarian
Agency for Civic Education, the Liaison Office invited to the following topics:

 08 March 2018 | „Italy After the Elections - A Radical Change for Europe?!" | Dr. Cecilia
Mussini Lecturer for Literary Studies at the LMU Munich, Member of the Assembly of
Delegates of the „Partito Democratico“

 14 June 2018 | „The EU and Russia - Partner or Opponent?" | Boris Reitschuster, Journalist
and Bestselling Author

 25 Oktober 2018 | „Catalan Independence - How european is the conflict in Spain?“ |
Professor Carlos Collado Seidel, German-Spanish Historian, General Secretary of the PEN
Center Germany

 06 Dezember 2018 | „The Northern Ireland Conflict. Can the EU Keep the Peace?“ |
Professor Roland Sturm, German Political Scientist, Professor at the Friedrich-Alexander-
Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

The series is aimed at young "EU professionals" working on EU issues in companies, public
authorities or associations, as well as teachers, departmental supervisors and young academics.
The choice of topics for the lectures is based on current political developments.
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2019 European Elections

„Diesmal wähle ich“ - Kick-off Event in Southern Germany

In the summer of 2018, the European Parliament launched its non-partisan mobilisation
campaign for the 2019 European elections. The main aim of the parliamentary initiative is to
increase voter turnout across the EU. You can register on the website diesmalwähleich.eu to get
information on selected topics and the election and to motivate your own environment to vote.
You can also register as a supporter. Particularly committed Europeans have agreed to organise
their own events. They were invited to attend two events in Munich in October and one in
Stuttgart in November. In total, more than 120 active participants accepted the Liaison Office's
invitation. In joint brainstorming sessions, the participants developed ideas on how to draw
attention to the 2019 European elections and motivate non-voters to vote this time.

11 July 2018, Munich - European Campaign #munich4EUROPE
With a monumental European skyline in the Olympic Park, the state capital of Munich launched
its European campaign #munich4EUROPE on 11 July 2018. Mayor Josef Schmid opened the kick-
off event at Lilian-Bord-Weg. As a widely visible symbol of the European idea, an impressive, 26-
metre-long lettering will tour the whole of Munich for several months until the European
elections on 26 May 2019. It will be visible and experienceable for all citizens at several different
public locations, most recently centrally on Munich's Marienplatz.

The Munich Liaison Office will support the campaign with advertising material and the
dissemination of information, among other things.
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Long Night of Democracy, Hotel Lovelace, München

On 15 September 2018, over 100 organizations, such as foundations and public institutions,
offered a varied program at various locations on the International Day of Democracy and inspired
more than 1,500 citizens of Munich to participate in the diverse events on the subject of
democracy. The evening programme was particularly exciting with a colourful mix of politics,
culture and entertainment in the trendy pop-up Hotel Lovelace. Very different personalities from
society, such as pastor Rainer Maria Schießler, author Lena Gorelik, or poetry slammer Felicia
"Fee" Brembeck, made their personal "declaration of love for democracy".

The European Parliament was there with a photo box, which many visitors used to have their very
personal photo taken in front of a virtual European background, such as the plenary hall or the
Parliament building in Strasbourg. The mobilisation campaign diesmalwähleich.eu for the 2019
European elections was also very well received by the public.

Simulation Games at Schools in Germany
With the start of the school year 2018/2019, the Munich Liaison Office once again launched a new
series of simulation games on European immigration and asylum policy for schools in Germany.
An ordinary legislative procedure is simulated. Young people have the opportunity to slip into
the role of the "European actors" and thus gain a better understanding of the functioning of the
EU - whether as members of the European Parliament or the Council of Ministers of the EU. More
than 150 pupils from three schools in three federal states took part in 2018. The participation of
members of the European Parliament in a so-called "MEP hearing" - a discussion with the pupils -
was always the highlight of the two-day simulation.

In 2018, the following schools and parliamentarians participated:

 Gymnasium am Neandertal | Erkrath | MEP Dennis Radtke (CDU)
 Otto-Hahn-Schule | Berlin | MEP Dr. Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann (SPD), MEP Michael Cramer

(Bündnis 90 / Die Grünen)
 Philipp-Reis-Schule | Friedrichsdorf | MEP Thomas Mann (CDU)
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LUX-Film Prize Matinée
c) Erol Gurian Photography

11 November 2018, München, City Kino

Over 600 citizens of Munich enthusiastically watched the cinema screenings of the LUX-
FILMPREIS 2018 finalists "Styx", "The Other Side of Everything" and "Woman at War". The EP
Liaison Office in Munich, together with the Münchner Abendzeitung, held a free cinema matinee
and discussion in the City Kino, where the three films were shown in their original language with
German subtitles. Adrian Prechtel, film expert of the Abendzeitung, led the matinee with his
expert knowledge.

Following the screening of the first finalist "Styx", the cinema audience was able to experience
the European Member of Parliament Markus Ferber (CSU) and the "Styx" producer Marcos Kantis
live: For Markus Ferber, a passionate European politician and enthusiastic cineaste, the film is a
prime example of European culture. However, European productions are often replaced on the
international market by Hollywood productions. He therefore considers it essential to support
European directors in disseminating their works, making them known and honouring them to an
appropriate degree.

KINO EUROPA - Film Evenings at the Gasteig Munich
Also in 2018 the film series KINO EUROPA of the EUROPE DIRECT Information Centre in Munich &
Upper Bavaria was supported by the EP liaison office in Munich. KINO EUROPA shows
outstanding feature films, animated films and documentaries, usually shortly before their official
release in Germany. This reflects the diversity and quality of European cinema, which is made
possible not least by European funding programmes (MEDIA and Eurimages).

Subsequent film debates with directors, producers or distributors were about the present and
future of European cinematography, why Europe needs European film, and why European film
needs Europe.
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FACTS AND FIGURES

EP LIAISON OFFICE BERLIN

→ 108 MEPs and 102 events (some MEPs participated more than once)

On the Way to the European Elections 2019

 A Year to Go Before the European Elections - What remains for the European Parliament
to do before then? → 100 participants
o Vice presidents Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D) and Rainer Wieland (EPP)

 4 Youth Forums → around 700 pupils from 25 different schools
o Michael Cramer (Greens) and Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann (S&D) in Berlin; Martin Häusling

(Greens) in Wiesbaden; Gabriele Zimmer (GUE/NGL) and Jakob von Weizsäcker (S&D) in
Erfurt; Stefan Eck (non-attached) in Saarbrücken

 5 Citizens Forums → around 605 participants
o Martina Michels (GUE/NGL) and Sven Schulze (EPP) in Halle (Saale); Jens Geier (S&D),

Dennis Radtke (EPP) and Terry Reintke (Greens) in Duisburg; Birgit Collin-Langen (EPP),
Michael Detjen (S&D), Martin Häusling (Greens) and Bernd Kölmel (LKR) in Mainz; Werner
Kuhn (EPP) und Iris Hoffmann (S&D) in Schwerin; David McAllister (EPP), Dr. Joachim
Schuster (S&D) and Dr. Helga Trüpel (Greens) in Bremen

 8 Press Seminars for the European Elections → 202 journalists and 14 MEPs
o Berlin: Michael Cramer (Greens), Joachim Zeller (EPP);

Hesse: Dr. Udo Bullmann (S&D), Thomas Mann (EPP), Martin Häusling (Greens);
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: Werner Kuhn (EPP); North-Rhine Westfalia: Sabine
Verheyen (EPP), Petra Kammerevert (S&D), Dennis Radtke (EPP); Rhineland-Palatinate:
Norbert Neuser (S&D); Saarland: Jo Leinen (S&D); Saxony-Anhalt: Sven Schulze (EPP);
Thuringia: Dr. Dieter-Lebrecht Koch (EPP), Jakob von Weizsäcker (S&D)

 14 Multiplier Events → around 420 participants
 12 Thistimeimvoting Events → around 100 participants
 University Tour for the European Elections → 20 universities
 Open House Day of the Federal Government → 10,000 visitors

 German Unification Day - Festival at the Brandenburg Gate → 60,000 visitors

 Festival of Lights → 6,000 visitors
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EUROPA EXPERIENCE

 2018 around 157,000 visitors
 240 groups with a total of 7,582 people took part in a role play or listened to a lecture on the

European Union
 More than 383,000 visitors since the opening in May 2016

The European Parliament as Legislator

 5 EP Rapporteurs in Dialogue → around 300 participants
o Birgit Sippel (S&D); Dr. Helga Trüpel (Greens); Ismail Ertug (S&D); Dr. Markus Pieper (EPP);

Burkhard Balz (EPP)

 2 Stakeholder Dialogues
o Alain Lamassoure (EVP, FR) and Paul Tang (S&D, NL); Enrique Calvet Chambon (EVP, ES)

 Conference: Challenge Accepted? - On the Way to a New EU Migration Policy → around
300 participants
o Elmar Brok (EPP), Romeo Franz (Greens) and Cécile Kashetu Kyenge (S&D, IT)

Target Group Youth

 European Parliament Ambassador School → Schools from 16 Federal States
o 29 schools certified in 2018, increasing the network to 60 certified schools
o MEPs who handed over certificates: Reimer Böge (EPP), Michael Gahler (EPP), Jo Leinen

(S&D), Norbert Neuser (S&D), Maria Noichl (S&D), Vice president Rainer Wieland (EPP),
Tiemo Wölken (S&D)

o 5 regional ambassador school conferences for around 450 pupils and teachers
o 4 seminars in Brussels for senior ambassadors (100 participants per event)

 2018 Euroscola Competition
o 376 pupils and 35 teachers from 20 German schools

 2018 European Charlemagne Youth Prize
o MEPs in the jury: Vice-President Rainer Wieland (EPP); Martina Michels (GUE/NGL); Gesine

Meissner (FDP); Dietmar Köster (S&D)

Press / Social Media / Publications / Citizens Requests

 Press Seminars and Workshops
o 14 Seminars for journalists in Brussels → 283 journalists and 48 German MEPs

 Social Media
o End 2018 22,500 fans of the Facebook page and 5,700 follower on Twitter. 2018 almost

1,800 new followers on the Instagram account, which was established at the end of 2017
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 Publications (Distribution 2018)
o 200,000 brochures „Europa 2018“ and 10,000 pedagogical booklets
o 150,000 brochures „Europa 2019“ and 7,500 pedagogical booklets
o 40,000 Flyer with information about the European Elections in Germany

 Citizens Requests
o Around 5,000 requests about the daily work and functioning of the European Parliament

European Values

 Europe Week 2018
o 3,900 visitors for during special events at Europa Experience

 International Women’s Day 2018
o Photography event at Europa Experience: 420 visitors

 LUX Film Days 2018 in Düsseldorf and Berlin
o Petra Kammerevert (S&D) / around 1,500 spectators

 European Citizens‘ Prize 2018
o Jury: Birgit Collin-Langen (EPP), Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann (S&D), Wolf Klinz (ALDE),

Barbara Lochbihler (Greens)
o Award Ceremony Berlin: Reinhard Bütikofer (Greens), Ulrike Rodust (S&D), Vice president

Rainer Wieland (EPP) and Tiemo Wölken (S&D) / 110 guests

 Sakharov Prize 2018 → 110 participants
o Rebecca Harms (Greens)
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EP LIAISON OFFICE IN MUNICH

→ 13 MEPs and 27 events (some MEPs participated more than once))

 Twitter: more than 500 follower
 Sakharov Prize: → 100 participants

o Markus Ferber (EPP) and Barbara Lochbihler (Greens)
 Being young in Bavaria - Fit for Europe → 80 pupils and students

 International Women’s day - “Empowering women in economy, media and technology
→ more than 80 participants / Angelika Niebler (EPP)

 Europe Day 2018
o Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D), Rainer Wieland (EPP), Jörg Meuthen (EFDD) in Stuttgart
o Nadja Hirsch (ALDE), Klaus Buchner (ÖDP/Greens) in Munich

 „EUROPE after work“ - four expert discussions on Europe, more than 150 participants
 “The long night for democray”: more than 1,500 interested visitors

 Simulation games in schools: around 150 pupils

o Dennis Radtke (EPP) in Erkrath; Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann (S&D), Michael Cramer (Greens)

in Berlin: Thomas Mann (EPP) in Friedrichsdorf

 LUX Film Prize Matinée: → more than 600 spectators
o Markus Ferber (EPP)

 CINEMA EUROPA: six film nights at Gasteig Munich

 This time I’m voting”: three kick-off events in Bavaria and Baden-Württemberg with more
than 120 participants


